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Jordan, Britain in joint exercises 

^ regiment of 500 infantn-- 
men and Jordanian troops are conducting three weeks of 
joint war games, to end on Sept. 18 w'ith a larae-scaJe 
desert exercise, a British diplomat told AFP The war 
games which kicked off on Aug. 27 east of Qatrana, 
soum of Amman, had been “previously planned and they 
are not related to the current events” in the Gulf, the 
i;^plomai said. ‘The drill is a symbol of excelJeut coop- 
pfcraoon tetw^n Jordan and the United Kingdom in the 
defense field, she said. “Both armies stage war sames 
on a regular basis.” Soldiers from the Cvpnisiased 
Bnnsh army’s 1st battalion, the King’s Regiment, are 
conducting *e current drills with the Jordan Armed 
Forces Third Mechanised Guards Battalion. On 
Wedne.sday, the British troops are to stage a mock assault 
using “mortars, heavy machine-guns and light infantry 
weapons supported by two helicopters.” 
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Arab Bank pic Investment Funds 

Managed Currency Fund 
International Bond fund 
Asia pacific Growth Fund 

Products with proven track record, for long term 
investors For more information and application form 

please contact our International Private Banking 

Amman Tel : 688210 Fax: 688198 

London Tel : (44 171 1 3158553 Fax: 6002617 
Singapore Tel : (065) 5330055 Fax: 5322150 

Visil our wcbsilc on the Inlemct at bUp://wMrwjrahhanlt r«^ni 


Price: Jordan 150 Fils 
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Charity group 
thanks Regent 




fp.,... AMMAN (Petra) — The 

. •: . i Islamic Council for Daawa 

and Relief sent a cable to 
~ His Royal Highness Crown 

-■ ?■ Prince Hassan. the RegenL 
Jfc.. Sunday on efforts exened 

■ •' bytlJ® Hashemite Charity 
Commission to protect and 
rescue Muslims. Council 
’ . • • president. Mohammad 

, . ' . '.Tantawi. who is also the 

j.. . Sheikh of AI Azbar 

■ Mosque, expressed the 
. .' . ■ council’s deep appreciation 

of Prince Hassan and Jor- 

St-tt'otiv' acceptance to adopt 

u, training programmes for 
Islamic volunteers in 
'* Amman. 

i v j. v 

. Arafat arrives 
. . in Zimbabwe 


H-ARARE I AFP ) — Pales- 
tinian leader Yasser Arafat 
arrived in Zimbabwe Sun- 
' day for the first world solar 
' summit which opens in 

■ Harare on Monday, the offi- ' 
cial Ziana news agency 
reported. The Zimbabwean. 

■ government has said It 
. . jxpecis 25 heads of state 

‘ and government for the 
two-day meeting- but Mr. 
.Arafat joined just three 
other leaders already in the 
country. They are 
• Malaysian. Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamniad. 

' President Sardar Farooq 
. Ahmad Khan Leghari of 
. Pakistan and Cape Verde 
President Antonio Mas- 
carenhas. More than 80 
. counoies are expected to be 
represented at the summit, 

. mostly at ministerial level. 

: The summit, an offshoot of 
. the Earth summit in Rto de 
. .Janeiro in 1992. aims to 
promote the use of renew- 
. able energy sources 
through a lO-yeor world 
. solar programme. 
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Netanyahu: Ties with 
U.S. secondary 

TELAVIV'iAPi— Israel's 
hardline government w'ould 
rather strain relations with 
the United States than con- 
cede too much to its .Arab 
peace partners. Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyhau 
said in an interview broad- 
cast Sunday. “’.Although 
relations with die United 
States is a strategic asset of 
utmost importance, it is not 
the supreme asset of the 
state of Israel.” Mr, 
Netanyahu told Israel radio. 
“'The supreme asset is out* 
security. The supreme asset 
is things holy to us like 
Jeni.salem." said Mr. 
Netanyahu in a pretaped 
interview broadcast in full 
on the Jewj.sh new year hol- 
iday. “If an administration 
of the United Slates comes 
,.jnd says give uU this up in 
exchange for relations with 
the United States, I will not 
give them up." (See related 
storv' on page 12) 

Yeltsin to hand 
‘nuclear trigger* 
to Chernomyrdin 

MOSCOW i.AFP) — 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin will hand over 
responsibiliiv fvir 
nuclear trigger to Prime 
.Minister Viktor Cher- 
nom\Tdiii while he under- 


U.S. issues new warning to Iraq as negotiations intensify 

Perry wants Baghdad to remove missiles from south; Bahrain agrees to host 23 U.S. 
warplanes; deployment of 5,000 U.S. troops stalled over Kuwaiti reservations; Saudis 
do not expect attack on Iraq; behind-the-scene diplomatic mediation said to continue 
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Combined agency 
dispatches 

U.S. DEFENCE Secretary 
William Perry warned Sun- 
day of possible further 
strikes against Iraq as 
diplomatic efforts intensi- 
fied to defuse the stand-off 
between Baghdad and 
Washington. 

Mr. Perry repeatedly said 
during his tour of Gulf Arab 
allies that the United States 
would take whatever action 
is necessary to ensure the 
safety of U.S. pilots 
patrolling the • "no-fly" 
zones over Iraq. 

*'We cannot tolerate that 
threat to our pilots nor do 
we believe we can rely on 
(Iraqi President) Saddam 
Hussein’s promise that he 


would not attack ±ose air- 
planes.” he said. 

Mr. Perry also warned 
Iraq to withdraw its anti- 
aircraft missiles from the 
sou±em no-fly zone or 
face possible American 
retaliation, as the United 
States pressed on Sunday 
with its build-up of forces 
in the Gulf region. 

“The only way that Iraq 
can avoid a strike is to 
remove firs) radar equip- 
ment and mi.ssiles from 
sou± of the 33rd Parallel.” 
Mr. Perry told reporters 
after meeting officials in 
Bahrain, which agreed to 
allow the deployment of 
U.S. warplanes on its terri- 
tory. 

llie Saudi defence minis- 
ter, Prince Sultan, howev- 


er, said Sunday be did not 
e.xpect a new U.S. attack on 
Iraq because Baghdad was 
being “reasonable.” 

Asked if he expecred a 
military confrontation 
between the United States 
and Iraq after the Iraqi 
move. Prince Sultan repli^ 
to reporters: “No. I do not 
think so.” 

Iraq said on Friday it 
would suspend its air 
defence attacks on U.S. and 
allied planes policing no- 
fly zones over southern and 
northern Iraq. There have 
been no reports of any Iraqi 
attacks since then. 

Prince Sultan told 

reporters that “Iraq’s recent 
positions illustrate that it 
has adopted a reasonable 
attitude.” referring to 














Two Turkish soldiers watch Iraqi Kurds and their families with their belongings enter- 
ing a camp near the southeast Turkish border town of Silopi on Sunday after they were 
evacuated from north Iraq (Reuter photo) 

Arabs warn Israel ties 
would suffer if it does 
not do more for peace 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Arab foreign niinisters 
warned Israel on Sunday 
that its nascent ties with ^he 
Arab World would end if a 
stalemate persists in the 
Middle East peace talks. 

Arab states have threat- 
ened in the past to slow 
down improving relations 
with Israel, but the warning 
Sunday seemed to reflect 
growing frustration with 
the deadlock. Ministers 
repeatedly w'amed that a 
collapse in the peace 
process was imminent. 

■‘There has been a unani- 
mous demand to tie rela- 
tions with Israel to progress 
on the ^ace process,” Syr- 
ian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa said out- 
side the Arab League meet- 
ing. 

"'Israel is wrecking the 
peace process and the basis 
on which it was estab- 
li.shed." he said. “Israel 
bears responsibility.” 

In a statement issued after 
the meeting, the Arab 
Leaau. said foreign dele- 


goe.s heart surger>’ later this nations should be allowed 
month, Russia television ' jq visit the Orient House, 


said Sunday. Quoting 
sources close to the Krem- 
lin, the television said Mr. 
Yeltsin would sign a decree 
transferring the power_ to 
•Mr. Chernomyrdin ju.st 
tfefore the * operation, and 
will sign another decree to 
resume his responsibiliiv 
as soon as he wakes up 
from the anaesthetic, the 
private television channel 
Vr\' said. 


the unofficial Palestinian 
headquarters in East 
Jerusalem, despite Israeli 
attempts to stop them. 

“Tiie Arab identity of 
Jerusalem must be main- 
tained, Arab and Palestin- 
ian institutions there should 
be presented and forei^ 
delegations allowed to visit 
[he Orient Hou.se." the 
statement said. 

Israeli Prime Minister 


Benyamin Netanyahu has 
threatened to completely 
close down Orient House, 
and his government has 
repeatedly called on foreign 
delegations not to visit the 
buil^g. The league's 
council urged "the tw-o co- 
sponsors of peace process 
(the United Slates and Rus- 
sia) to put pressure on 
Israel to halt settlements” 
in the occupied territories. 

It called on international 
political and religious 
organisations to stop Israel 
from canyiiig out archaeo- 
logical excavations “which 
threaten the Western Wall 
of AJ Aqsa Mosque” in 
Jerusalem. 

And it launched an uigeni 
appeal to the Arab countries 
to “provide financial aid” 
to the U.N. Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) 
for Palestinian refugees 
which is facing a deficit 
budget estimated at $50 
million. The league rejected 
any attempts by Israel 
aimed at altering the 
“legal, natural or demo- 
graphic” situation of the 
Syrian Golan Heights. 

‘The council considers 
any Israeli measure null 
and void and a violation of 
international agreements.” 
the final resolution said, 
expressing support for Syr- 
ian demands for the return 
of [he Golan Heights. 

The league also called on 
regional and international 
organisations to pressure 
Israel to adhere to the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation 


Treaty. 

In June, a summit of of 
Arab leaders in Cairo 
warned that Arab states 
would reconsider their role 
in the peace process and 
economic ties with Israel if 
it did not stick to the princi- 
ple of trading land for 
peace. Little progress has 
occurred since £en, and 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa promised an 
“aggresrive stance” by 
Arab states to break the 
deadlock that followed Mr. 
Netanyahu's victory in 
Israeli elections in May. 

“If the Israeli stance 
nemaiiis the way it is, the 
peace process will col- 
lapse,” Mr. Musa said. 
“The peace process is like 
a plant For it to grow; you 
have to water it and take 
care of it But if you ignore 
it, it will die.” 

While not detailing the 
steps to be taken, Arab offi- 
cials have suggested boy- 
cotting multilateral talks 
betw'ceo Israel and Arab 
countries. That, however, 
will apparently not include 
an economic summit in 
Cmro from Nov. 12 to Nov. j 
14. Despite earlier threats, j 
Egyptian officials say that ! 
now will be convened as j 
scheduled, i 

Egyptian President Hosm 
Mubarak met the Kuwaiti. 
Lebanese and Syrian for- 
eign ministers in the 
Mediterranean port of 
Alexandria on the sidelines 

(Continued on page 7} 


Baghdad’s decision to sus- 
pend firing on allied air- 
craft patrolling the no-fly 
zones. 

Madeleine Albright, the 
U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations, said the 
U.S. goal was to restrain 
President Saddam, but 
Washington will not over- 
react to Baghdad’s provo- 
cations. 

“We are not going to be 
pressed into overreacting.” 
she said on the NBC Tele- 
\ision. ““Tlte issue is how 
to keep Sad dam Hussein 
out of the neighbourhood.” 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher said 
Sunday that Washington 
was awaiting the green 
light from Kuwait before 
going ahead with its 
announced decision to 
deploy thousands of addi- 
tional U.S. troops there. 

Mr. Christopher shrugged 
off suggestions that the 
delay constituted a rebuff 
by the Kuwaitis, who were 
fr^ from Iraqi occupation 
by a U.S.-led military 
dfensive during the Gulf 
war in 1991. 

”Lel's wail a little while 
and see what happens in the 
next few hours. I think it's 
not unusual for that country 
to rake these decisions very 
deliberately.” he added in 
an interview on CBS Tele- 
vision. 

Ofiicial Iraqi newspapers 
on Sunday shrugged oft any 
U.S. military strike. “The 
United States is under the 
illusion that by deploying 
its planes in the area it is 

(Continued on page 7) 

Iraq voices 
satisfaction 
over Arab 
position 

CAIRO (AFP) — Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Said Al 
Sahaf on Sunday expressed 
satisfaction over an Arab 
League coDdemnatioo of 
Turkish interference in his 
country., singling out the 
position of Baghdad’s 
aicb-rival Syria. 

“Tbe Arab countries have 
expressed a common 
understanding of Arab 
narional security and that 
the dangers that threaten 
can backfire on the 
entire Arab Nation.” Mr. 
Sahaf said. 

“Syria’s position was 
clear and conforms 
witi) Iraq's position con- 
cerning Turkish dangers to 
violate Iraqi sovereignty 
and we are very interested 
by the Syrian position,” he 
added. 

Syria and Iraq are ruled - 
by rival factions of the 
Baatb Party and Damascus 
was one of the key Arab 
partners of a U.S.-led coali- 
tion that helped drive Iraqi 
troops from Kuwait in the ' 
1991 Gulf war. 

Mr. Sahaf said be shook 
hands with Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouk Sharaa at a 
ministerial conference of 
Arab League foreign min- 
isters here which con- 
demned “foreign interfer- 
ence” in Iraq although it 
was not on the agenda. 

Mr. Sharaa, in statements 
carried by the Egyptian 
news agency 
meanwhile said his country 
was opposed to any 
attempts by Turkey to go 

(ContiDued on page 7) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent, 
has reiterated Jordan’s deep 
concern over the recent 
developments in Iraq and 
criticised the U.S. policy in 
this context. 

The Crown Prince, in an 
interview with Spain’s El 
Mundo newspaper, also 
asked .why it was possible 
to have a solution through 
dialogue to the problem in 
conflict-ridden former 
Ybgoslavia while dialogue 
is absent in the context of 
the U.S.-Iraq conflict. 

The Regent also aftirmed 
that the Iraqi government 
did not violate U.N. Reso- 
lution 688 when it sent its 
army to the north of the 
country two weeks ago. 

Following are points that 
the Regent made in the 
interview; 

“There is no overall 
strate^c approach, and the 
West is clearly divided in 
its approach towards the 



Islamic World. I am very 
worried about the Occiden- 
tal approach towards the 
Arab World in terms of oil. 
and towards Islam, its cul-’ 
ture. and human rights as in 
the case of ^*ugoslavia. 
However, it seems dialogue 
is possible with Yugoslavia 
because, oil is not 
involved.” 

“The American escala- 


tion. after six years of star- 
vation that .led to the death 
of hundreds of thousands of 
children, indicates that the 
humanitarian situation in 
Iraq has just not impacted 
the international conscious- 
ness. We all want to see the 
end of the state of siege, 
and an Iraq which is open 
to the international commu- 
nity. As for the future, Iraq 
should have a decentralised 
governmental approach 
towards the unity ' and 
integrity of its territory, 
with all segments of its 
population (Sunnis. Shiites 
and Kurds) participating in 
a state that contributes to 
regional security. If it can 
apply in Yugoslavia, I don’t 
know why it can't apply in 
Iraq, 1 think people are see- 
ing the double standards.” 

‘T4oi only (Iraqi Presi- 
dent) Saddam Hussein did 
not violate Resolution 688, 
but clearly in nonbem Iraq 

(ContiDued-oo page 7) 


Algerian parties sign anti-terrorism 
accord after conference on reform 


ALGIERS (AFP) — 
Algerian President Liamine 
Zeroual closed a ground- 
breaking national political 
conference aim^ at 
preparing the path to 
democracy Sunday with a 
renewed call for Islamic 
fundamentalists to 

renounce their armed strug- 
gle. 

Delegates of the 38 bod- 
ies who attended the con- 
ference, including some 
opposition parties and mod- 
erate Islamic groups, 
signed a treaty condemning 
terrorism and pledging sup- 
port for democracy. 

Mr. Zeroual reaffirmed a 
broad electoral timetable 
without fixing any dates, 
promising a referendum on 
constitutional reform 
before the end of the year, 
followed by legislative 
elections “before end 
of the first half of 1997." 

However, the legitimacy 
of the two-day conference 


was undermined because 
.«;eciions of the opposition 
— notably the Socialist 
Forces Front (FFS i and the 
rally for culture and 
democracy — chose to 
boycott the proceedings. 

The FFS denounced the 
assembly as an “alibi con- 
ference. based on a false 
consensus and destined to 
consecrate the setting up of 
a constitutional dictator- 
ship.” 

Tlie outlawed Islamic 
Salvation From (TIS), 
which was barred from the 
event, said from its head- 
quaters-in-exile in Bonn 
that it was ‘'the main ele- 
ment of the Algerian politi- 
cal equation.” and called 
for “serious negotiations” 
with Zeroual’s administra- 
tion. 

The militaiy-backed 
Algerian govenment has 
been engaged in a civil war 
with Isl ami c fundamental- 
ists following the cancella- 


tion of elections in 1992 
which the RS was poised 
to win. 

At least 50,(X)0 people are 
believed to have died since 
then, with attacks of often 
atrocious brutality carried 
out by armed groups met 
by merciless repression on 
the part of government 
forces. 

Mn Zeroual, who was 
reelected president in 
November last year, out- 
lined a series of planned 
changes in the law to ban 
evocations of Islam and the 
use of the Berber language 
in politics, and to overhaul 
the electoral process to 
introduce proportionality. 

He called on those groups 
who had been sidelined 
during the conference to 
bring “their contributioin to 

((^ntinued on page 7) 


First results of ^successful’ 
Bosnia polls expected today 

S.ARAJEVO (AFP) — violence, and kept Bosnia's j • 

First results were expected fragile peace process on J.Z0lD0§OVlC9 


S.ARAJEVO (AFP) — 
First results were expected 
MoniJay from landmaik 
general elections in Bosnia 
bailed as a success by U.S. 
and senior international 
officials, who brushed oft 
complaints about the ballot 
by leading Serb and Mus- 
lim parties. 

Initial figures for the 
three-member presidency 
would be the first to 
emerge, election officials 
said, with victoiy expected 
for candidates from the 
nationalist Muslim. Croat 
and Serb parties that led 
Bosnia during the war. 

The presidency is one of a 
raft of new goverumg insti- 
tutioDs Bosnia’s 2.9 million 
voters were called to elect 
during Saturday’s first post 
war general elections. 

Western officials scarcely 
disguised their relief that 
the polls had passed off 
without any major acts of 


violence, and kept Bosnia's 
fragile peace process on 
track. 

Admiral Joseph Lopez, 
the commander of Bosma’s 
NATO-led Peace Imple- 
mentation Force (IFOR.) 
congratulated the people of 
Bosnia and N.ATO troops 
for the peaceful balloting, 
hailing “a smooth, unevenc- 
fill” election. 

France, Germany and 
Russia rushed to join the 
chorus of approval for the 
elections, whose successful 
completion should now 
dear the way for the with- 
drawal of the 52,000-strong 
NATO-led multinational 
peace force in Bosnia. 

Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) officials organis- 
ing the vote put the unoffi- 
cid turnout at 60 to 70 per 
cent, but an official from an 

(Continued on page 7) 


Milosevic to 
meet in Paris 

Bosnian Muslim President 
Alija Izetbegovic and Pres- 
ident Slobo^ Milosevic 
of Serbia plan to meet in 
Paris for talks on building 
peace, perhaps at the end 
of the week, France .said on 
Sunday. The foreign, min- 
istry said France bad 
planned the meeting with 
Carl Bildt, the chief 
international civilian rep- 
resentative in Bosnia, and 
played down any role by 
U.S. mediator Richard 
Holbrook. Mr. Holbrooke 
said earlier in Sarajevo that 
Mr. Izetbegovic and Mr. 
Milosevic were aiming to 
meet in Paris in about three 
weeks’ time. 
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yria redeploys its 
troops in Lebanon 


Jordan Times, Sunday, September 15, 1996 


BEIRUT (Agencies! — Some 
10-12,000 of Syria's estimated 
3^.000 troops in Lebanon hav-e 
re-deployed defensively near 
the Syrian border in recent 
weeks due to a perceived threat 
of Israeli attack. Lebanese secu- 
rity sources said on Saturday. 

The move eastwards lowarii't 
the Syrian border was still 
underway, the sources said. 

Most of the redeployed troops 
hod token up positions in the 
mountain range on the Syrian 
border where the Syrian army 
has SAM-7 anti-aircraft mis- 
.siles and anii-aircnifi gun batter- 
ies installed, they added. 

The redeployment has 
reduced, the Syrian army pres- 
ence in tou‘n.s and cities but not 
the ovemll number of troops in 
the country, still estimated at 
35.000. political sources said 

Beirut auihoriiics have been 
informed of the troop naove- 
ments, which occurred over the 
last few days in the Lebanese 
capital. 

The silence has fuelled specu- 
lation in the Lebanese media, 
which ha.** published contradic- 
tory numbers on the noops and 
their redeployment. 

Syrian foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa said on 
Thursday that the troop move- 
ments had “nothing to do with 
Israel." 

But Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyomin Netanyahu said his 
country was watching the rede- 
ployment “very closely." 

llie Israeli military chief-of- 
suttT. Amnon Shahak, said 
Thursday that an Israeli with- 
draival from Lebanon was con- 
ditioned on a withdrawal of 
Syrian forces. 

In Lebane.se political circles. 


the redeployment is seen as a 
sign of Syria's growing confi- 
dence in the security situation in 
Lebanon. The troops were get- 
ting in the way at Beirut con- 
smiction sites, th^ said. 

The Syrian troops, however, 

have remained in the Shiite 
Muslim HizboUah suburiis of 
Beirut, and have maintained 
road-blocks at key access points 
to the city. 

Syrian soldiers pulled down 
their tents and corragated metal 
barracks, set up on Beirut's 
Mediiernmean coast, and 
loaded their belongings into 
personnel carriers. Tbe soldiers 
also moved out of buildings 
they occupied near the Stunt 
George Hotel in west Beirut and 
abandoned some of their check- 
points in the capital, residents 
said. “The Syrian quarters along 
the Beirut coast, which used to 
swarm with hundreds of sol- 
diers. are nearly empty today,’' a 
Lebanese security official said. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechoi said on 
Friday there was no need for 
conflict between Syria and the 
Jewish state. “I think that the 
Syrians understand that tbe 
way...is to come to tbe n^otiai- 
ing table and find ways to solve 
the conflicts peacefully and 
without confrontations." Mr. 
Mordechai told Israel's Channel 
One Television. “That is our 
way. That is the way in which I 
am leading." 

.Asked the Syrian troop 
movements in Lebanon, Mr. 
Mordechu said: *T do not think 
there ore risks. There are all 
sorts of operations implemented 
in Syria. We follow them. We 
are doing what needs to be 
done." 


Kabul, Taleban put out 
rival claims over Kunar 


KABUL fAFPi — The 
Afghan government Saturday 
denied that eastern Kunar 
province had fbllen to Tolebon 
militia and said 43 Ptikistani 
infiltrators and 17 Taleban sol- 
diers had been arrested in the 
area. 

Kunar is still in the hands of 
forces loyal to the Kabul gov- 
ernment. an official spokesman 
said, following a report by 
Pakistan's state-run television 
which said Taleban had token 
control of the province. 

The spokesman said in a 
failed attack on Friday 17 
Taleban fighters were captured 
in Kunar. and separately 43 
“unarmed PakLstoni civilians" 
who infiltrated into Kunar via 
Neva Pa.ss acros.s the border 
had also been taken into cus- 
tody. He said the Pakistanis 
would be brought to Kabul. 

Earlier, in Pakistan the stale- 
run tclc%‘ision said Kunar fell 
after its pro government leader 
surrendered to advancing 
Taleban militia. 

Afghan Islamic Press i.AJP). 
u Pakistan-based pris-aie infor- 
mation service, said Kunar had 
not yet fallen and that negotia- 
tions were underway between 
the Taleban and pro-govem- 
nieni commanders in the 
province. 

.A spokesman for President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani's mili- 


tary strongman Ahmad Shah 
M^ood renewed condemna- 
tion of POkisian. saying "peace 
will never come to Afghanistan 
as long as Pakistan interferes 
in our internal affiurs." 

The spokesman. Amrullah 
accused Pakistan of wanting 
“to sabotage every Afghan ini- 
tiative for peace" and specifi- 
cally charged that the 
Taleban 's dramatic capture of 
eastern Nangrahar province 
Wednesday was with Pakistan 
miiitaiy support. While the 
Kabul authorities concede the 
fall of the neighbouring 
provincial cr^iital Mehtaiiam 
in Laghman to the Taiwan, 
they claim the rest of the 
province is still under their 
control. 

“The Laghman district cen- 
tres of All Shing and Ali Nigar 
are still with us." said Mr. 
Amrullah. 

Both of these centres guard 
entrances to valley.^ north of 
Mehtarlam. with All Shing 
particularly important as it 
controls access to a road lead- 
ing we.stwards owr the moun- 
tains into Ihgob Willey. 

Tagob Valley is strategic to 
the defence of two vital Kabul 
govcrameni-controlled posi- 
tions which it links together — 
Sorobi district centre and 
Baeram airbo.se. 


American attack would torpedo 
anti-Iraq coalition Gulf papers 


ABU DHABI (Agencies) — 
Several Gulf oewspapeiss- 

lammed the United' States on 
Satoiday for thieacening a 
new strike against Iraq and 
warned such attacks could 
torpedo the anti-Baghdad 
coition. 

In Qatar, Al Raya wel- 
comed Iraq's decision to halt 
attacks on allied waiplanes 
patrolling "no-fly’* zones and 
in^ged Washington to talk to 
Baghdad The Iraqi decision 
has placed tbe in the 
American court,’* it said , 

"Direa negotiations could 
lead to positive results that 
will satisfy all parties and lay 
die basis for a balanced rela- 
tionship that will guarantee 
die interests of all and safe- 
guard stdoili^ in the region.’' 

Iraq oa Friday abruptly sus- 
pend^ threats to shoot at 
allied aircraft patrolling no- 
fly'zones in the south and 
north of the country, but the 
United States (M^es^ ahead 
with a military buildup in the 
region. 

U.S. officials said 
Baghdad’s move could help 
ease tension but stressed diey 
wanted action rather than 
words. Vl^shington decided 
to send Defence Secretary 
William Percy for talks with 
U.S. allies in tbe region. 

Despite the Iraqi move, ten- 
sion heightened in the Gulf as 
U.S. St^th bombers acrived 
in Kuwait and another S.000 
combat troops were heading 
for tbe emirate. 

U.S. aircraft and warships 
on S^ 3 and 4 rained more 
than 40 cruise missiles on 
Iraqi military taigets in the 
south to punish President 
Saddam Hussein for ordering 
an offensive in a Kurdish 
"safe haven" in the north. 

“The rash U.S. moves could 
weaken Iraq fiirdier and this 
could create a strategic gap 
that might be filled fcy Ir^" 
warned the United Arab 
Emirares newspaper Al 
Khaleej. 

‘These iqipyes could also 
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An Iraqi woman and her two children beg in the streets 
of Baghdad. Most of Uie 18-million Iraqi population are 
suffering imm ensely from the sanctions imposed on 
their country in 1990 ('Reuter photo) 


undermine the anti-Iraq 
Western coalition, fiom 
which the United States has 
greatly benefited. 

"It is in the interests of the 
Americans to revise tiieir rash 
policies and it is in the inter- 
ests of U.S. fiiends not to get 
involved in this conflict of 
elegants." the paper said. 

Another UAJE p^r. tbe 
English-language (julf News, 
said ar^ new U.S. raids on 
Iraq would lead to a "case of 
overkill" and warned that 
U.S. President Bill Ginton 
could pay die price in terms 
of intematioo^ condemna- 
tion. 

“The Americans may bring 
their sophisticated weapons 


but increasingly resemble just 
a punishment squad." said 
Gulf Today, also in the UAE. 

"With some of their allies 
shifting uneasily in their 
seats, Washington rurts the 
risk of looldnig like isolated 
buUyboys,*' it said, referring 
to the lack of support fiom 
U.S. allies such as France for 
military action against Iraq. 

The UAE semi-official 
daily Al Ittihad said: "In the 
face of this brutal aggression, 
can we foiget Saddam 
Hussein for a while and 
remember the children, 
women and old men of Iraq ... 

'TTiey arc not Sadd^ 
Hussein ... they are the ones 
who have suffered." 


Moroccans approve constitutional reform 


RABAT fAFP) — Moroccans 
voted overwhelmingly in a 
refereadum Friday for a 
reform setting up a unique bi- 
cameral parliament in which 
both chambers can overturn 
the government and enact 
laws. 

Final results' issued early 
Saturday by the interior min- 
istry said 99.36 per cent of 
voters had approved the con- 
stitutional change, wlucfa 
diplomats here suggested was 
designed to reassure 
Morocco’s western friends 
while enabling King Hassan II 
to keep the opposition under 
control 

The interior ministiy said 
turnout was 82.95 per cent — 
less than tbe 97.4 per cent 
achieved in another constitu- 
tional refereDdum four years 
ago. 

The miaisay said only 
4SJ24 voters out of a regis- 
tered total of I2.3S1.87I had 
voted against the reforra. 

Of the four mmn opposition 
parties only one. the for-left 
Organisation for Democratic 
and Socialist Action had 


caUed for a boycott of the poll, 
claiming the reform merely 
sought to give the monarchy a 
"democratic facade." 

Up to now the Morrocan 
parliament was composed of a 
single chamber whose 333 
"representatives" were elected 
for two thirds by direct suf- 
frage with ±e remainder cho- 
sen on an indirect basis. 

According to the opposition, 
this system allowed the 
regime of King Hassan B to 
“readjust" the outcome of any 
election to its own advantage. 

Henceforth, tbe entire house 
of representatives will be 
elected for five years by direct 
suffrage. Its powers will be 
those normally devolved to a 
national parliamenL including 
that of rejecting any gov’em- 
raent whose policies it does 
not like. 

in theory, if the opposition 
wins the next elections, it wilt 
have full power to govern the 
country whether King Hassan 
likes it or not. 

But — and this is where the 
second chamber comes in — 
the new system also creates a 


chamber of councillor whose 
members will also be empow- 
ered to censure and overturn a 
government of which they dis- 
approve. 

The second chamber will 
comprise local councillors 
and representatives of profes- 
sional groups and of workers 
associations who presently 
make up the separate one third 
of the current parliament. 

Its members will be elected 
by indirect suffix^ for nine 
years and according to King 
Hassan will be there to repre- 
sent “the active forces of the 
nation who work and pro- 
duce." Like the chsunber of 
representatives the councillors 
will he able to legislate. 

The king is empowered to 
dissolve "lx)th or one of the 
two chambres of parliament." 

Western diplomats said that 
with this reform, King Has.san 
had guarded against the risk of 
a lengthy “cohabitation" with 
on opposition-dominated par- 
liament while at the same 
time providing a constitution- 
al basis for democratic 
change. 


Bahrain calls for 
union with Qatar 


MANAMA (AFP\ — . 
Bahrain's crown prince. 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa 
Al Khalifa, called Saturday 
for a union with neighbour- 
ing Qatar, with winch his 
country has a teiritoiial dis- 
pute. 

'We have called for a sum- 
mit to resolve the differ- 
ences between Bahrain and 
Qatar,” the prince said in an 
interview with the newspa- 
pers Akhbar Al Khaleej and 
Al Ayyara. 

“■"VSfe reiterate our call 
because our ultimate aim is a 
union with our brothers in 
Qatar," he said. 

"If the inieatiom are good, 
it will not be impossible to 
achieve the union," Sheikh 
Hamad said, adding tbe two 
Gulf states once formed a 
single country when the 
Khalifa family dominated 
Qatar. 

"Bahrain and Qatar com- 
plement each other on foe 
human, geographic and eco- 
nomic levels, something 
which should reflect posi- 
tively on foe citizens of the 
two countries,'" be said. 

"Qatar is considered one 
of foe richest countries in foe 
world, which is a plus in 
contributing towards this 
great union," the prince said. 


Sheikh Hamad called for 
Bahrain 'to give a chance (O 
Saudi mediation" over the 
Hawar Islands and Fash Al 
Dibel rocks in foe Gulf, a 
dispute which almost degen- 
erated into armed conflict in 
1986. 

He also confinned that 
Bahrain would boycott foe 
next Gulf Cooperation 
Council (C3CC) summit in 
December in <^tar because 
Doha had submitted the dis- 
pute to tbe International 
Court Of Justice in tbe 
Hague. 

Bahrain insists foe dispute 
be settled "within foe fr^e- 
work of foe GCC.’’ 

Manama called in August 
for a summit with Qatar to 
resolve foe conflict and 
asked foe authorities in 
Doha to withdraw their 
complaint at the World 
Court, but to no avail. 

Qatar had said in July it 
was ready to pull foe case 
from the court if Riyadh's 
mediation failed. 

Bahrain is contesting the 
court's jurisdiction over tiie 
matte r, aiguing that Qatar 
did not have foe right to 
bring foe case to foe court 
unilaterally under agree- 
ments Manama and Doha 
signed in 1987 and 1990. 


Algeria opens talks 
on political reforms 


PARIS (R) — HMvily armed 
security forces deployed 
around Algiers on Satui^y as 
the country's leadership and 
about 1,000 politicians began 
a two-day conference to try to 
end nearly five years of politi- 
cal violence. 

Tbe two inaiD secular oppo- 
sition parties were boycotting 
the conference and radical 
Isiamisis have been barred 
Irom fading. 

E)^tne$ses said a security 
□et had been clamped on foe 
capital out to foe conference 
venue at the seaside complex 
of Palais des Nations, 20 kilo- 
meaes to the noithwesL 
An estimated 30,000 people 
have been killed since tbe 
authorities in January 1992 
cancelled a general election in 
which tbe now-banned 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
had token a commanding lead 
The authorities blame gueiiil- 
las for tbe violence. 

Stole-run Algerian televi- 
sion. in a live broadcast, 
showed President Liamine 
ZeiDual alone on the podium 
as delegates, including army 
chief General Mobamed 
Lamari, former head of state 
Ali Kafi. government mem- 
bers and delegates stood for 
the national anthem. 

Tbe "national conference of 
understanding" was expected 
to endorse Mr. Zeroual's main 
proposals: 

— A ban on the use of reli- 
gion as a political weapon, 
although existing parties 
founded on religion, like tbe 
legal Hamas, will have a year 
to change their focus and con- 
form 

— Confirmation that Islam 


is the state religion of foe 
country's 29 million people. 

Mr. Zeroual is also expected 
to reiterate his proposal for a 
genera] election early in 1997 
followed by local elections. 

But two of Algeria's inde- 
pendent newspapers, Al Watan 
and Uberte, forecast few con- 
crete results in editorials under 
the same beadlkie — "shadow 
of those absent" 

"The great losers will be. 
once more, the people who 
voted en masse on Nov. 16 (in 
foe presidential 

electioa)...They fi^ increas- 
ing difficult' in accepting foe 
manoeuvring of the politicians 
who are more occupied in 
ensuring their seats and privi- 
leges continue," said Uberte. 

The two main secular oppo- 
sition parties, tbe Socialist 
Forces Front (FFS) and tbe 
Rally for Democracy and 
CTuIture (RCD). are boycotting 
the conference. The former 
accuses Mr. Zeroual of trying 
to impose "institutionalised 
dictatorship". 

The security deployment 
underscored foe continued 
IdUings in foe gas and oil pro- 
ducing country, much it 
hidden from the public 
through tight censorship of the 
media. 

Just two days ahead of the 
conference, a car bomb 
exploded in southern Algiers 
kiUiag two people znd wound- 
ing 28. 

The government-appointed 
rights watchdog. Human 
Rights National Observatory 
(ONDH), said in August that 
about 1,400 civilians had been 
killed by such bombs in the 
past tw ‘0 years. 


Queen: Tourism expansion not at the expense of the environment 


AMMAN tJ.T.i — While 
Jordan is pursuing intense 
efforts to develop the 
tourism industry, it is not 
neglecting the environmen- 
tal concerns and would not 
allow tourism to damage the 
natural features of the coun- 
try. Her Majesty Queen 
Noor has said. 

In an interview carried by 
the New ^ork-based Al 
Shorara newspaper, the 
Queen also said Jordon was 
closely involved in efforts to 
develop the Middle East as a 
"suiwr destination" for 
tourisLs from all over the 
world. 

Following is the tran.script 
of the inteivieu: 

Question: Your Majesty, 
w'hut is your future vision of 
tourism in Jordan? 

Answer: Tourism is one of 
the most promising eco- 
nomic activities worldwide, 
generating about 15 percent 
of foe globu! turnover of 
financial capital. As u result 
of the progress in the peace 
process, the Middle East, 
generally .speaking, is expe- 
riencing unprecedented 
growth rates in the tourism 


sector, while Jordan, in par- 
ticular, has witnessed unpar- 
allelled growth with the 
number of tourists exceed- 
ing one million in less than 
a year. Although we find 
the increased interest in 
Jordan very promising, we 
are also determined not to 
advocate tourism at the 
expense of our environment 
w'hich is why we are focus- 
ing our efforts on develop- 
ing and applying the princi- 
ples of eco-tourism. Eco- 
tourism occurs when people 
travel to relatively undis- 
turbed or uncontaminated 
natural areas to enjoy foe 
natural and cultural heritage 
of the. area with minimum 
disruption to the natural and 
social environment. From 
an economic point of view, 
ir is a sound venture as it 
stimulates economic activi- 
ty and growth in remote and 
rural areas without entailing 
large-scale investment and 
ensures a more sustainable 
future for a relatively unaf- 
fected site — this is an 
important point for us con- 
sidering our limited 
resources. 


Jordan developed its first 
eco-tourism project in 1994 
when foe Royal Society for 
foe Conservation of Nature 
(RSCNj. in partnership with 
the government, foe United 
Nations Development 
Programme and the World 
Bank, began a major project 
based at tbe newly estab- 
lished nature reserve at 
Dana in southern Jordan — 
only 45 minutes by car 
north of foe Nabataean city 
of Petra! The ecologicaUy 
rich reserve includes 4 dis- 
tinctly different yet adjacent 
eco-systeras and is home to 
several rare and endangered 
animals and plants such os 
the striped hyena, the de^ 
gazelle and cat. foe Nubian 
ibex, foe wild cypress and 
wild pistachio trees. 

The focal point of foe 
reser\’e is foe Dana 'Village, 
which was founded in foe 
15th century and is at pre- 
sent inhabited by approxi- 
mately 200 resident 
bedouins. The village, 
whose traditional stone 
houses were renovated by 
the RSCN and foe private 
sector, bad been previously 


deserted by its inhabitants 
— due to foe lack of basic 
services. The RSCN built u 
Visitor's Cenue. accommo- 
dations for visiting 
researchers and tourists, a 
field research centre as well 
as a handicrafrs production 
and sales centre that sells 
local nusins, walnuts and 
wild thyme in recycled glass 
and banana leaf containers. 
The Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation, in cooperation 
with foe World Bank, has 
established small-scale 
income-generating projects 
for the local villagers such 
as beekeeping, goat raising, 
the cultivation of medicinal 
herbs and jewellery produc- 
tion using local semi-pre- 
cious stones; foe latter are 
very popular gift items in 
Jor^ right now. For 
archaeolog}' enthusiasts, the 
reserve also includes 98 
sites ranging from the 
Epipaleolithic period 

20.CKXI years ago to the 
Nabataean. Roman. 

Byzantine and Early Islamic 
Age. The most significant of 
these sites is foe Nabataean 
copper mining centre of 


Feinan, which is considered 
foe second most important 
archaeological site of south- 
ern Jordon after Petra. 

Q: Wbai ore the national 
and regional steps that can 
contribute in promoting 
tourism in Jo^an and 
increasing its tourist poten- 
tial? 

A: Our minister of tourism 
recently attended a regional 
conference on touri.sm in 
Damascus, where it was 
decided that Jordan. Syria 
and Lebanon would launch 
joint tourism projects that 
would increase the number 
of visitors to the foree coun- 
tries. Furthermore, the 
General Assembly of foe 
Middle East Mediterranean 
Travel and Tourism 
Association, which is one of 
foe three regional economic 
bodies initiated during the 
Middle East and North 
African Summit (MENA) 
hosted in Amman lost year, 
have begun to develop a uni- 
fied marketing polic>' for the 
Middle East with foe aim of 
transforming the region into 
the "next global super desti- 
nation." The main mission 


of the association, whose 
members include Jordan, 
Eg>^t. the Palestinian 
National Authority. Turkey. 
Israel, Cyprus, Morocco and 
Tunisia, is to organise 
tourism and increase travel 
to foe Middle East by har- 
monising laws and regula- 
tions governing the industry 
throughout the region. In 
addition to those regional 
efforts, the Jordan Tourism 
Board will open four new 
offices in Paris, New York 
Frankfurt and London to 
promote Jordan overseas as 
a “culture and nature desti- 
nation." 

Q: The Bani Hamida 
Project is an important and 
vital pattern in showing 
Jordan's legacy in the eyes 
of foe world. Are there 
plans to expand this project 
and establish parallel pro- 
jects? 

A: The national handi- 
crafts development project 
was established by foe Noor 
Al Hussein Foundadon in 
1985 to revive traditional 
cmfls and preserve a unique 
aspect of our national her- 
itage. Jordan is now fortu- 


nate to have a varied range 
of public and private handi- 
crafts centres with which 
the NHF's Jordan Design 
and Trade Centre (JDTC) 
works closely either in tech- 
nical and management train- 
ing, product development or 
in local and international 
marketing. The JDTC is 
also involved in developing 
trademark, design and copy- 
right laws for the protection 
of foe country's handicrafts 
artisans. 

The Ban! Hamida 
Women’s Weaving Project 
was launched at that time 
years ago by the U.S.-based 
Save the Children and the 
Noor Al Hussein 
roundaiion as pan of this 
national effort to revive and 
promote Jordan’s heritage, 
increase work opportunities 
for low income families and 
enhance the status of 
women as wage earners and 
decision makers in their 
communities. By training 
women to generate incomi 
and assume managerial 
positions, foe Bani HsSiida 

(Continued on page 7 ) 



Siamese twins 
in Utah finally 
separated 

SALT LAKE CITY (R) _ 
Siamese twins joined at the 
head were successfrilly sep- 
arated after undergcAng a 
delicate sixth operation, a 
hospital spoteswomao said 
“It went very smoothly." 
said Bonnie Midget, spokes- 
woman for foe Primary 
CMdiea’s Medical Coute 
here. Doris and Bessy 
Gonzales, who were bom ia 
Honduras, had endured five 
other operations since being 
iMOUght to Utah. Friday's 
procedure took neariy nine 
hours and focused on divid- 
ing two remaining veins, ^ 
severing tissue deep widua 1 
the bain and removing scar 
tissue from previous opera- 
tions. 'The ^ils were listed 
in critical confotim, bat 
were doing well, Ms. 
Mid^t said. 

Sdeotists to explore 
Amazon via Internet 

CARACAS, Venezuela (R) 
— Anneboir explraers 
note: A group of scientists 
from London’s Imperial col- 
lege has devised a project to 
explore South Arnica's 
Amazon jungle in comfort 
Using a powerful 
computer and saf<>n^y 
phone the British scientists 
plan to relay every step of 
their Amazon adyeamne 
onto the Internet, the British 
embassy in Caracas said. 
"In areas like die Amaron, 
the logistical difficulties 
involved in access and oper- 
arion in foe desired locatiotL 
are generally more signifi- 
cant than foe task of iovesti' 
gallon itself,” foe embassy 
said in a release. 
'?4etspedition will try to 
riiow that scientiks and stu- 
dents can cany out invesd- 
gs^ons in rernote pl^ 
without having to leave'tib^ 
offices,” it said. Under 
project, web browsers' 
be ^le to experience tbe 
sights and soun^ of foe juih 
^e and join in the identifica- 
tion of finding such as rare 
butterfly species which the 
expedition hopes to capture. 
The Internet address 
is;http:/sunsite.DocJcAc.U 
K/netspeditioD. 
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China sentences 
panda pelt 
traffickers 
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BEUING(R)— A Chinese 
court gave suspended death 
sentences to two men and 
jailed six others for possess- 
ing pelts of endangered pan- 
das and the golden-faaiied 
rnonkey, foe Xinhua News 
Agency said. The Quanzhou 
Intermediate People’s Court 
in foe southeastena province 
of Fujian senteiured Qang 
Heping and Liu Xiantan to 
death but suspeiided their 
sentences for two years. 

Xinhua said. Their sen- 
tences would be commuted 
to life imprisonment if they 
showed reniorse, it said A 
third defendant was sen- 
tenced to life imprisonmeot 
and five others received jail 
forms ranging from eight to 
15 years, foe agency said -.Jrri;r;..i 

The defendants were cau^t#\v; s;..-.. . 
by border police in h&y 
1995 when they tried to seD 
two panda pelts and a gold- 
en-haired monkey pelt for 
350, (X)0 yuan ($42,000), it 
said. They bad h might foe 
pelts for 21,300 yuan 
($2,600). 
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Rollerskating 
banned in 
Hanoi streets 

^IANOI (R) — 

Rollerskating anrf skaie- 
i^K)arding will be banned in 
next month ^ 
P3it of a drive to make foe 
capital's hectic streets less 
^gerous, official media 
reports said. Rollerskating 
has become mcreasiiigiy 
f^hionable in \fietoam*s 
cities, where youths ofien 
whizz forough tbe streets 
clinging to foe back 
inoioihikes and bi^des. A 
Manor People's Committee 
official said foe ban would 
go into effect oa Oct 1, hu* 
the Co mmunist Party daUy 
Nhan Dan questioned 
whether there was any need 
to waiL 
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jldkTMs-uitid inir 


Cfa^nnan of the 26th meeting of Arab World representatives oif the Red Cross and 
Rm Crescent Organisations Mohammad Hadid and Secretary G^eral Sheikh Abdol 
Gli^ Aslu Sunday address a symposium ontUning the suffering bf children and oth- 
ers in the Middle East (Petra photo) [ 


Red Cross, Red Crescent 
expound on plight of chUdren 




AMMAN (Petra) — Dele- 
gates to the 26th meeting of 
the Arab world representa- 
tives of the Red Crescent 
and Red Cross organisa- 
tions Sunday called for 
concerted global efforts to 
save Arab children who are 
suffering from starvation, 
displacement, and other 
deprivations along with the 
numerous consequences of 
armed conflicts . 

“We call on the free peo- 
ple of the world to sympa- 
thise with and alleviate the 
. sufferings of innocent Iraqi 
■■ ^children who suffer both a 
lack of medicine and food 
us well os those Lebanese 
children who are injured or 
perish as the result of 
falling shells,** said George 
Horrouq Lebanon's dele- 
gate to the meeting which 
opened at the Anira Hotel 
in Amman. 

Mr. Harrouq, .warned th^t.. 
the number of refrjgees, of • 
homeless, and persons oih- 


WHAT’ 


erwise displaced is on the 
rise and that humanitarian 
organisation funds are not 
equal to such pressing 
needs, leaving the distress 
of these unfortunate people 
without respite. 

He urged the Arab Red 
Cross and Red Crescent to 
unite forces to better con- 
front these challenges. 

Secretary'-Gener^ of the 
Federation of the Arab Red 
Cross and Red Crescent 
Organisations Sheikh 
Abdul Gbani Ashi 
addressed the meeting thus, 
“We realise that our efforts 
to ease the effects of disas- 
ters and conflicts fall far 
below our aspirations but 
we have been doing our 
best given our means." 

Sheikh Ashi called for 
combining the work of die 
Arab Red Crescent and Red 
Cross associations and for 
an increased cooperation 
between them towards pro- 
viding buraanitarian ser- 




CONCERT 

^Performance by Les Talens Lyriques Nfnsacal 
Tk-oupe ai South Theatre, Jerasb at 8:00;p^. 


CHILDREN'S 
SONG FESTIVAL 

^Opening of festival at the Royal Cultural Centre 
at 6:00 p.m. (to be followed by contesting soi^ 
from Algeria, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Iraq, 
Palestine, Lebanon, Egypt, Yem^, Syria and 


Jordan). 


LECTURE 


***Ismaili Sect and the Imamite Institutions” by 
SeyHddin Al Qasir at the World Affairs ComicO. 
Jabal .Amman, Fourth Circle (Tel. 618051/2) at 
6:00 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS 


♦Water colours works by Salam Kanaan and Ha 
Hayes at Ali Art Gallery, Jaba! Amman (la, 
639303), until SepL 26. 

♦ "Summer '96” exhibition at Darat Al Fonuu, 
Jabal Weibdeh (induding sculptures by Vera 
Taman, photographs of Jordanian «Uag^ 
Ammar Khammash, works by conteraporaor 
Arab artists, a mosaic erfiibitioiu and others), 
until OcL 8. 

♦Works by artists from France, Algeria, l^vkey, 
Morocco/and Eg-pt entitled “Tai»s Volants” at 
the French Cultural Centre, Jabal Weibdeh, epC 

24 . 

» Werks by Batoul .4] Fakiki at Babidha Art Gallety, 
Gardens Street (Tet. 687598), until SepL 17. 


vices. 

He also requested that 
various global oiganisa- 
tions denounce violations 
of international humanitari- 
an law as in the case of 
Bosnia and Israel as well as 
emphasise the hazards 
inherent in the imposition 
of sanctions against Iraq 
and Libya . 

President of the 
International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Cres- 
cent Societies Princess 
Maigaret of Holland gave a 
report which focused on the 
Federation's activities in 
the Arab World. 

The meeting was organ- 
ised by the Federation in 
cooperation with the Jordan 
National Red Crescent 
Societies (JNRCS) whose 
Executive President 

Mohammad Hadid lauded 
the Royal Family's contin- 
ued patronage of the Red 
Crescent and Red Cross 
societies in the- Kingdom. 

‘Grepn 
Channer 
plan to 
boost 
exports 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Customs Department Sun- 
day implemented the so- 
titled “Green Channe!” 
whose stated aim is to help 
Jordanian expor^ boost 
their competitive edge 
internationally. 

Customs Department 
Director General Nazmi 
Abdullah today toured 
Queen Alia International 
Airport and expressed his 
conridence that the plan 
would facilitate relations 
between the Customs 
Department and various 
exports and import compa- 
nies. 

He said that 26 major 
industrial companies have 
been selected as the Brsi 
companies to benefit from 
the new procedures in 
which products which are 
imported as input for later 
exportation will be exempt 
from detailed customs 
inspections if the importer 
carries the appropriate doc- 
uments. 

In order to qualify, the 
selected companies' 
exports must have exceed- 
ed JD20 miUion in 1995 or 
have surpassed JDl million 
in sales taxes. 

Mr. Abdullah stated that 
the “Green Channel aims to 
remove barriers and proce- 
dures hindering the flow of 
trade, as well as ameliorat- 
ing the investment environ- 
ment of the Kingdom. 

Companies who wish to 
be considered for the pro- 
gramme can fill out a des- 
ignated fonn and present 
their documents to any of 
'four officially designated 
customs centres in the 
Amman area. 


Jordanian officials disappointed 
with progress on trade to Israel 


AMMAN (J.T.) - A joint 
Jordanian-Israeli Commis- 
sion on Trade and Econom- 
ic Cooperation will con- 
vene SepL 1 8 to begin ham- 
mering away at some of the 
issues hindering trade 
between the two countries. 

Jordanian officials last 
month said that they were 
.dbappoihted at the volume 
of trade between Jordan 
and Israel during their first 
full month of trade (July). 
According to the \^stry 
of Industry and Trade, trade 
amounted to $1 million in 
Jordanian exports and $1.7 
million in imports. Govern- 
ment sources have said that 
this figiTO may actually be 
substantially lower, and 
estimate that it may amount 
to only 75 per cent of these 
totals. 

“This is very disappoint- 
ing for us," said Director 
General of the Ministry of 
Trade and Industry Dr. 
Mohammad Smadi, 

“because there are people 
who are interested, but they 
are shying away because of 
the problems. Had tlungs 
been easier, I would expect 
these figures to be much 


higher." 

“I will be the first to tell 
you that frtings aren't 
okay," he said. 

Officials blame the slow 
start on bureaucratic Israeli 
policies and unwarranted 
security considerations. A 
government source stud 
dial Jordan two nuun 
complaints in its trade rela- 
tions with Israel. The firsL 
he said, are delays al the 
border due to “security" 
and the cumbersome back- 
to-back system of transport 
The back-to-back system, 
stipulated by the transport 
accord requires that goods 
moving ' between the two 
countries and between Jor- 
dan and the Palestinian self 
rule areas, requires that 
goods crossing .either the 
Sheikh Hussein or King 
Hussein bridges be 
unloaded from Jordanian 
vehicles onto Israeli or 
Palestinian vehicles . 

Jordan's second com- 
plaint, he said, is a hin- 
drance in Jordan’s ability to 
efficiently implement its 
trade accord with the Pales- 
tinians in the West Bank, 
which, be said, is caused by 


strict and bureaucratic 
Israeli policies, and three 
.different trade agreements 
that tend to obstruct trade 
between the three countries 
rather than aid it 

“We hear of vehicles 
delayed for days at the bor- 
der due to 'security' consid- 
erations — what does that 
mean?" be said. “Also, the 
back to back system is 
time-consuming and cost- 
ly" 

The source said that Jor- 
dan would also like to bring 
forward the issue of Israel's 
economic agreement with 
the Palestinians, which 
“discriminated against Jor- 
danian products in terms of 
the number and type of 
products we are allowed to 
export to (the self-rule 
areas)." 

According to the econoiin- 
ic agreement between Israel 
and the Palestinians, signed 
in April 1994. he said, 
Israel was to review the 
lists of products and quotas 
when self-rule extended 
into the We$t Bank. This, he 
said, has not happened. As a 
result, Jordan and the Pales- 
tinians have been unable to 


realise the full potential of 
their own trade accord 
signed in June 199S. 

Jordan and the Palestinian 
National Authority last 
week agreed to seek 
amendments to the Israeli- 
Palestinian agreement fol- 
lowing a meeting between 
Minister of Trade Ali Abul 
Ragheb and his Palestinian 
counterpart Maher Masri. 

Dr. Smadi added that be 
would also bring forward 
the issue of Israel's lower- 
ing of tariffs, which, he said 
has put Jordanian products 
at a disadvantage. The 
agreement states that Jor- 
danian goods entering 
Israel would be allowed a 
SO or 20 per cent tariff dis- 
count while goods flowing 
the opposite direction 
would allowed a 10 per 
cent tariff discounL The 
idea was, he said, to 
account for the disparity 
between the two 
economies. However, there 
was a stipulation in the ' 
agreement that all tariff dis- 
counts would be applied 
according to the rate of tar- 
iff on the day of signing. 

“Since we sign^ Israel 


has since lowered its tariffs, 
so we have already found 
ourselves at a disadvan- 
tage." Dr. Smadi said. 

Also, he said, Jordanian 
products entering Israel 
have to meet Israeli stan- 
dards and specifications 
and therefore must be test- 
ed and certified before 
entering that country. 

This takes months — 
sometimes up to eight 
months — to clear, and the 
cost is exorbitanL" he said. 
“Jordanian companies 
exporting are small. We do 
not have huge conglomer- 
ates that can bear the cosL 
which can be upwards of 
$2,000-3,000, even for trial 
shipments." 

Jordan and Israel signed a 
trade agreement in 1995 
but it could not be imple- 
mented until the signing 
and implementation of a 
transpor .-igreement signed 
in Ji 'U i of this year, and 
which was not implement- 
ed until late June. The for- 
mulation of a joint commit- 
tee was stipulated by the 
trade accord. 


Traffic accidents 
increase in August 


170 TB cases diagnosed this year 


AMMAN (Petia)--A total 
of 58 persons died and 
1.596 others were injured in 
a total of 3,843 road acci- 
dents in AugusL according 
to a statistical bulletin 
issued from the traffic 
department Sunday. 

In a logistical bi^down 
2,861 of these accidents 
occurred between motor 
vehicles with the remain- 
der compasing collision 
with pedestrians and other 
assorted articles and, 
according to the report 
those in the 21-30 age 
group formed 26 per cent 
of those injured or killed 
while the 10-20 age group 
accounted for 22.6 per cent 
of the total injuries 

The report stated that the 
majority of drivers 
involved in the accidents 


were young people ranging 
from age 21 to 30 who were 
responsible for 35.5 per 
cent of the total accident 
number. 

The Amman governorate 
sustained the lion's share 
of accidents, totalling 67.3 
per cent, followed by the 
Zarqa governorate at 8.7 
per cent, Iitud with 7.8 per 
cent, Balqa 43 per cent, 
Aqaba 2.16 per cent while 
other governorates report- 
ed fewer accidents .. 

Comparing August's 
accidents with those of 
July, the report stated that 
in the past month the total 
number of accidents 
increased by 302 over the 
July figures, while the 
number of injuries and 
deadis increased by U6 and 
12 reflectively. 


By Samir Hijjawi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN— Khaled Abu 
RuminaD. who deals with 
tuberculosis in the Min- 
istry of Health, said that 
170 new cases of the dis- 
ease were r^^ced in the 
first half of 1996. 

This announcement 
comes on the heels of a 
recently distributed report 
by the Ministry of Health 
which states diat in- 1995 
1 498 tuberculosis cases 
were registered in the 
Kingdom, of which 63 
were diagnosed among 
migrant workers. 

The World Health Organ- 
isation (WHO) has rated 
Jordan among the coun- 
tries which Imast a rela- 
tively low number of 
tuberculosis cases with an 


average of 12 cases for 
every 100,000 citizens as 
compared to 40 cases for 
eveiy 100,000 citizens in 
Saudi Arabia and Syria. 

Dr Abu Rumman said 
that his department 
launches regular national 
campaigns to combat the 
disease every yean 

“Every year we carry out 
vaccination campaigns 
against tuberculosis 
among students in public 
elementary schools and the 
campaign covers at least 
95 per cent of the children 
under six years of age,” he 
explained. 

'^e Minisfry of Health 
and its various depart- 
ments guarantee free 
examinations and provide 
medication to all tubercu- 
losis patients in Jordan," 
said Dr Abu Rumman who 


added that the cost of treat- 
ing each person so affected 
costs the ministry between 
JD70andJD100 monthly. 

In addition non govern- 
mental and voluntary 
oi;^uiisations have been 
active in their fight against 
the disease, he saiiL and' 
the Jordan Society for 
Combating Ibberculosis 
has donated JD 20 a month 
to each afflicted patienL 

According to £>r Abu 
Rumman the breakdown of 
registered tuberculosis 
cases last year runs as fol- 
lows: 223 in the Amman 
governorate, in Irbid 111, 
and in the Zarqa gover- 
norate 39 

The WHO estimates the 
number of persons who 
aimually die from the dis- 
ease at a global three mil- 
lion. 


2 men sentenced to life 
for murder of alleged spy 


Inspectors confiscate 
contaminated food 


By Rana Hnssdiii 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Amman 
Criminal Court Sunday sen- 
tenced three men to life 
imprisonment terras in two 
separate murder cases, and 
accorded two more prison 
terms ranging from 10 to 15 
years for the murder of two 
men. 

In the first case, the court 
sentenced two men to a life 
of hard labour after they 
were judged guilty of the 
premeditated murder of 
Munif Niraer, 26, in 
Sweileh on June 19, 1995. 

Kamel Kamal, 28, and 
lyad Qassem, 22, were first 
sentenced to death ' by a 
judicial tribunal comprised 
of Judges Abdul Ruhman 
Tawfiq, Mifleb . Mubeidin 
and Ismael Hmouz, but the 
sentence was eventually 
reduced as the victim's fam- 
ily chose to discootinue 
charges. 

According to the prosecu- 
tion charge sheet, the defen- 
dants, who confessed to 
police, said they planned to 
kill nil. Nim^ as they sus- 
pected him of spying for 
Israel. 

On June 19 the defendants 
baited Mr. Nimer on his way 
home, encircled hinu then 
proce^ to stab him wih a 
knife and meat cleaver. 

The men then fled the 
scene.' 

Mr. Nimer’s body was dis- 
covered with the knife still 
thrust in hj$ waist at dawq, 
shortly after the crime was 
committed, on the steps of 
Abu Rukabi School in 
Sweileh . 

The prosecution had 
charged Aat the defendants 


monitored the victim's- 
movements for two months 
before the murder, then 
bought the instruments 
utilued fix' the murder. 

In a retrial of two men 
who were sentenced to 
death by the Criminal Court 
on April 22, 1996, after 
being declared guil^ of the 
preme^tated murder of 
Amneb Abed, 60, the tri- 
bunal decided to reduce its 
previous sentencing upon a 
request made by the Court 
of Cassation. 

The Criminal Court Sun- 
day amended charges of 
premeditated murder 

against Obeid Abdul Rub- 
man Sheesh, 65, to complic- 
ity with the murder and sen- 
tenced him to 10 years in 
prison. 

The court also reduced the 
death sentenced handed 
doum to Jamil Mahmoud 
Sheesh, 31, to life imprison- 
ment with hard labour after 
the victim’s family dropped 
the charges. 

'Obeid and his nephew 
Jamil confessed to kiUing 
their next of kin to cleanse 
tiieir family’s honour as Ms. 
Abed married without 
familial approval 45 years 
9 go. The victim’s family 
released the two men from 
charges 

But the criminal conn said 
in April tiiai the defendants 
did not qualify for any sen- 
tence reduction because of 
the “heinous nature of tiie 
crime,” and because the vic- 
tim ^d, indeed, married 
with her father's approval. 

Two months later, the 
Court of Cassation returned 
the case asking the Criminal 
Court to retry the case tak- 
ing in' consideration die 


family’s prerogative to drop 
charges. 

According to the prosecu- 
tion, Amn^ was married in 
the West Bank in the early 
1950s wife her father’s 
approval but her relatives 
otgected and she has been 
considered an outcast by 
most of them for nearly 45 
years. 

On Aug. 21, 1995, one 
month affer the victim was 
reunited with her frunily. the 
two defendants travelled 
from Madaba to Amman 
and lured the victim to a 
deserted area in Jabal 
Nazal.. 

Jamil drew his gun and 
shot his aunt four times in 
the head and neck and 
turned hims elf in to police 
claiming that he bad killed 
his aunt in a crime of hon- 
our. 

In the third case the court 
sentenced Ibrahim Ali, 23, 
to a IS years in inison with 
hard labour after he was 
found guUty of the 
manslaughter of a shepherd 
in the Batten area of Tafileh 
on March 20. 1996. 

According to court docu- 
ments, the defendant was 
grazing his sheep in the Bat- 
ten area when die victim 
Attaliah Ayedefa approached 
him and asked Ali to 
leave the area as, Mr. 
Ayedeh maintained, his 
sheep were eating the har- 
vest there. 

A fight erupted between 
the two men and then the 
defendant drew his ^un 
and shot Mr. Ayedeh twice 
in the chest killing him 
instantly. 

All five verdicts will be 
reviewed by the Court of 
Cassation within 30 days. 


By Issam Qadamani 

Special to the Jontat Times 

AMMAN — Ministry of 
Supply inspectors Sunday 
raided the home of a 
Qweismeh District mer- 
chant and confiscated 
food products said to be 
contaminated. 

The Amman Gover- 
norate Department of 
Supply Assistant Director 
Mal^oud Abu Hazira 
told the Jordan Times that 
the merchant had 
changed the expiry date 
on items such as fruit 
juice and potato chros. 

• Mr. Abu Hazim further 
stated that L800 cans and 
packets of foods meant 
> for sale in the merchant's 
store were confiscated. 

He said that the min- 
istry's inspection teams 
were maintainin g their 
regional inspections and 
referring any suspected 
violators of official stan- 
dards fb receive due 
process. 

Minister of Supply 
Munir Sobar . Sunday 
toured the - markets of 
Zarqa and told local mer- 
chants that his ministty 


Was determined to pre- 
vent the practices of 
monopoly, manipulaton 
or profiteering. 

Meanwhile, the Min- 
istry of Supply 
announced Sunday foat 
sales of imported whem 
flour in Jordan dropped 
to 63.6 per cent down 
from 89.3 per cent since 
the beginning of last 
month when the ministry 
lifted its former bread 
subsidies. 

But the niinistry also 
maintained that there has 
been a simultaneous 
increase in consumption 
of locally produced wheat 
flour fix)m 5.6 per cent to 
30.8 per cent sales and 
that it is this flour that 
bakers use to make tiie 
most economical bread 
on the market at 180 fils 
per kilo. 

The ministry quoted a 
re^rt by the bakers 
ujiioD as saying that the 
sales of bre^ made from 
imported flour dropped . 
by 40 per cent, currently 
at a daily 865 tonnes 
down from 1435 in July. 
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Lebed denies Moscow rejected 
Chechen rebels’ coalition proposal 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Rus- 
sian peace envoy Alexander 

Lebed denied a report Sun- 
day that Moscow had reject- 
ed Chechen rebel proposals 
for a temporary' coalition 
government in post-war 
Chechenya, Echo Moscow 
radio reported. 

Gen. Lebed told the radio: 
“I do not know about that." 
He said that the government 
had simply ’‘talked about an 
orderly process for the 
peace settlement.'' 

Interfax News Agency 
earlier quoted an unnamed 
government source as say- 
ing that the coalition being 
organised by the rebels, to 
rule until free elections 
were held as stipulated un- 
der an Aug. ^ I peace agree- 
ment. would not be recog- 
nised by Moscow. 

The rebels, led by the sep- 
aratist President ^limkhan 
Yandarbiyev and military 


Chief of Staff Aslan Mp- 
khadov, have held a series 
of forums in Grozny over 
the lost few days to form a 
coalition. 

They say it includes sev- 
eral figures opposed to the 
rebel movement and they 
have invited members of the 
pro-Moscow government, 
which was installed by Rus- 
sian troops but is now most- 
ly exiled, to participate. 

The leader of the pro- 
Moscow government. Doku 
Zavgayevi has refused- 

The unnamed source told 
Interfax that Moscow wan^ 
a commission formally di- 
vided between the pro-inde- 
pendence rebels, members 
of the pro-Moscow govern- 
ment and representatives of 
the Russian government, 
the source said. 

Russian representatives 
would form half the com- 
mission. with the other half 


divided between the rebels, 
the pro-Moscow loyalists 
and other Chechen figures, 
the source said, adding that 
this had been discussed at a 
high-level meecing Saturday 
chaired by Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin. 

Only with such a balance 
could “you talk about the 
start of financing from the 
federal centre of uigemly 
needed social expendi- 
tures,** the source said. 

More than 40.000 homes 
have been totally destroyed 
in the tiny republic, accord- 
ing to the Russian govern- 
ment. and the economy is 
non-existent, with the 
approaching winter promis- 
ing new h^^hips. 

Although a ceasefire has 
widely held across Che- 
chenya for three weeks, 
there are increasing signs 
that the attempt at a political 
solution reached on Aug. 3 1 


is failing, with each side 
accusing the other of mak- 
ing impossible demands. 

A key part of the accord 
was a cooling off period, 
lasting up to five years, dur- 
ing which time the political 
status of Chechenya would 
not be defined. But ^ 
Saturday’s government 
meeting in Moscow, it was 
staled ±at independence for 
Chechenya was ruled oul 

A Lebed representative 
was planning to nreet with 
Commander Maskhadov in 
Chechenya Sunday to dis- 
cuss the faltering peace 
process, Interfax said. 

The latest peat% process 
began after the reteis re- 
versed the military balance 
by recapturing Grozny &om 
the Russians in August 

They now control most of 
Chechenya. although large 
numbers of Russian fences 
remain in bases. 







National Front Party leader, Jean-Marie Le Pen (right) ssdutes a cheering crowd dur- 
ing a match to mourn a white teenier allegedly killed by a youth of Arab origin. At. 
len is party's general secretary Bruno Megret Police estimated 2.(]f00 people attend- 
ed Mr. 'L*« Pen s rally (Reuter photo) 1 - 

French far right stages rally in 
Marseille after killing of teenager 


MARSEILLE. France (R) — French far- 
right leader Jeon-Marie Le Pen. ignoring 
charges of racism, led about 6,500 support- 
ers on a tightly-policed march Saturday to 
mourn a white teenager allegedly killed by 
a youth of Arab origin. 

Backed by shouts of “France for the 
French" and “Le Pen for president,” the 
National Front boss marched through the 
Mediterranean port of Marseille and 
blamed the state for the fatal stabbing of 14- 
year-old Nicolas Bourgat Monday. 

“The main responsibility lies with the 
decadent, impotent state, which was inca- 
pable of guaranteeing basic freedoms for its 
citizen.s. first among them security." he told 
a rally that broke up with scuflles with 
counier-prote-sters. 

Nicolas' father, a local doctor, had plead- 
ed against Mr. Le Pen's march, saying he 
did not wont his son's death hijacked for 
political ends. Nicolas wa.s buried Saturday 
after a funeral service in a Marseille church 
attended by about 5.(X)0 people. 

Foreign Minister Her\e De Choreite was 
among many mainstream politicians con- 
demning Mr. Le Pen's march, saying: 
“Politics doesn't mean exploitation.” 

Police estimated that 6,5(X) Le Pen sup- 
porters, w*ith banners .saying “protect our 
children” and “immigration equals insecuri- 
ty." marched in Marseille in bright sun- 
shine. flanked by hundreds of police and 
Jeered by many bystanders. 

A few of Mr. Le Pen's supporters traded 
punche.s with opponents before police 
stepped in at die end of the rally. They also 
yelled “go home" and other insults at a 
group of Africans. 

Mr. Le Pen. already at the centre of a 
furore this week after he openly espoused a 
doctrine of racial inequality, reiterated that 
“every day the facts show us that races are 
different’' 

Mr. Le Pen. who won 15 per cent of the 
vote in 1995 presidential elections, says 


French civilisation is superior. 

A 1 5-year-old French boy of North 
African origin, named only as Ktab. was 
placed under investigation on suspicion of 
murdering Nicolas Friday. He is being held 
in detention. 

Church bells rang out across Marseille at 
2.30 p.m. (1230 GMT), calling for five 
minutes' silence at the start of Nicolas's 
funeral in the Church of Saint Peter and 
Paul. 

“Marseille is sick at heart because we 
have suddenly all become Nicolas' friends." 
.Archbishop Bernard Panafieu told mourn- 
ers by the coffin, draped in white and 
topped by Nicolas' pair of red boxing 
gloves. 

Justice Minister Jacque.s Toubon said he 
hoped that the centre-right government 
would be ready to pass a ^ft bill tighten- 
ing laws against racism to parliamen't next 
month. 

The planned laws would make indirect 
provocation to racial discrimination, hatred 
or violence into crimes, he told the daily 
Liberation. Mr. Toubon said the govern- 
ment also wanted to stiffen sentences for 
racist crimes. 

Mr. Toubon condemned Mr. Le Pen's race 
theories os "totally reprehensible” but .said 
he could not be prosecuted under existing 
laws, saying they con only sanction direct 
provocations to racial hatr^. 

On Friday. French President Jacques 
Chirac visited the former Nazi extermina- 
tion camp at Auschwitz during a visit to 
Poland and called for vigilance against pos- 
sible future anti-Semitism. 

Mr. Le Pen blames foreigners for unem- 
ployment. crime and insecurity and wants 
three million immigrants to be sent home. 

His party is vying with the ruling Guulli.st 
RPR pony and the opposition Communists 
for the working-class vote in the run-up to 
parliamentary elections in 1998. 


Chinese 
rivals come 
together for 
anti-Japanese 
rally 

HONG KONG (AFP) — 
More than 5,Q(X} people 
marched through the centre 
of Hong Kong Sunday in 
one of the biggest anti- 
Japanese rallies yet ovu 
disputed islands in the East 
China Sea. 

Crowds sang traditional 
paciotic Chinese songs and 
waved baimers saying: 
“Defend Diaoyu Islands 
against Japan’s invasion” 
and “bloody Japanese get 
off our islands." 

Protests have been 
mounting in (2hina. Hong 
Kong and Taiwan since 
Japane^ nationalises went 
to the islands, they kziow as 
the Senkakus. and put up a 
light house and o^er war 
memorials. 

China and T^wan also 
claim the islands and Oiina 
has made formal diplomat- 
ic protests over the action. 

At the Hong Kong rally, 
Taiwan and Chinese flags 
flew side by side and veter- 
an Nation^st troops de- 
monstrated alongside pro- 
Beijing politicians. 

The crowd was to march 
on the J^anese consulate 
general in Hong Kong, 
which has been at the cen- 
tre of other demonstrations 
in the past fortnight. 

A spokesman for the Pro- 
Beijing Democratic Al- 
liance for the betterment of 
Hong Kong. Lo Chi 
Keung. said the demoostra- 
tion was “to show Chinese 
are united together (fespiie 
different views and di£^- 
ent politics.” 

“'This is a righteous 
action. If someone invades 
your country you must 
defend it.” 

'When asked if there was 
support for military a^oti. 
Mr. Lo said: "Chinese are 
peaceful people and lots of 
diplomatic steps need to be 
taken. But we reserve the 
right to use force if it faik.” 
Hong Kong University 
student. Leung Wai-Sbing. 
said: ”Ii is not about poli- 
tics It is about Japanese 
militarists invading Chi- 
nese land. If they don’t 
leave we will take the 
islands back.” 


Cool it with Camilla, Major reportedly tells Charles 


LONDON iR) — Heir to 
the throne Prince Charles is 
under pressure to slow 
down attempts to have his 
long-time mistress, Camilla 
Parker Bowles, accepted by 
the British public, accord- 
ing to the Mail On Sunday. 

The paper said Prime 
Minkter John Major would 
tell Queen Elizabeth, whose 
guest he is this weekend in 
Scotland, of his alarm at 
what ministers see as a 
clumsy campaign by Prince 
Charles to win public 
approval for Camilla. 

“They fear the campaign, 
which comes barely thr-je 


weeks after the prince's 
divorce, could backfire, 
casting a shadow over his 
succession," it said. 

“The prime minister be- 
lieves that while the cabinet 
is not against the union, 
thoughts of remarry'ing may 
have to wait until the turn of 
the century.” 

Prince (Charles has made 
no secret of his intention to 
keep up his relationship 
with Camilla. But opinion 
polls show Britons, still en- 
chanted by the younger, 
more glamorous Princess 
Diana, oppo.sed by a large 
majority to their marrying. 


In an effort to win over the 
public, apparently orches- 
trated by friends of the 
prince, newspapers were 
told last month where 
Prince Charles and Camilla 
could be photographed 
together. 

On another occasion, an 
anonymous tip ensured pho- 
tographers were present to 
capture Camilla sporting a 
new hairstyle and chic 
clothes. 

According to the Sunday 
Times, however, Mr. Major 
can rest easy. 

It said the queen was 
expected to reassure him 


that Prince Charles's devo- 
tion to duty meant there was 
no likelihood of the couple 
marrying in defiance of 
public opinion. 

'‘Both the queen and Ma- 
jor agree such a move 
would be disastrous given 
the public's opposition to 
Parker Bowles becoming 
queen,*’ the paper said. 

But it said the prince 
remained hopeful that he 
could one day win over pub- 
lic opinion and the Church of 
England to the prospect of his 
maiiying the woman he has 
loved during three affairs 
over a quaner of a century. 


Northern League Leader Umberto Bossi arrives at a rally at one of bis stops along the 
River Po as part of his ‘March to the Sea' liber^on festivities (Reuter photo) 

Italians march for and 
against Bossies secession 


CHIOGGIA, Italy (R) — 
Separatist firebrand Um- 
berto Bossi prepared to pro- 
claim “independence" for 
his would-be northern state 
Sunday 'to a chorus of scorn 
from rivals holding rallies 
of their own in support of 
Italian unity*. 

Mr. Bossi was due to 
stage the grand finale to his 
thr^day march to the sea” 
along It^y's River Po at an 
afternoon rally in Venice, 
where he intends to declare 
a Federal Republic Of 
Padania" and call for fiill 
mdependence within a year. 

Two pro-unity rallies were 
also taking place at points 
on the Po and in Milan, 
headquarters of Mr. Bossi's 
Northern League, thousands 
of demonstrators took to the 
streets for a demonstration 
called by the hard-right 
National Alliance party. 

The Milan marchers., ma- 
ny of them up fi-om the 
south and wearing tricolour 
neckerchiefs and sashes in 
the red. ‘white and green of 
Italy’s flag; were accompa- 
med by squads of police. 

Security helicopters flew 
over the crowd. 

National Alliance Leader 
Gianfranco Fini. who was 
to address the rally, branded 
Mr. Bossi a “clown" Satur- 
day and called his journey 
along the Po. Italy's longest 
river, a “flop." 

He was echoed by Foreign 
Minister Lamberto Dini, 
who spoke of a “comic 
opera." 

“It's on enormous stunt 


and it's going to fizzle out," 
Mr. Dini told Comere Della 
Sera newspaper. ■' 

Mr. Bossi, unfazed byevi- 
dence of scant |support for 
his separatist dream even 
among League/ voters, set 
out from the AJpine source 
of the Po Friday on a trek he 
has filled witbla quasi-reli- 
gious symbolic to forge an 
identity for his “state." 

He has so far drawn only a 
few thousand followers to 
each of his n Hies, embar- 
rassingly shon of the one 
million plus supporters he 
had said he \ 'as certain to 
attract 

While Mr. ! lossi has said 
“independenc : day" should 
be marked n peace, he 
declared Satirday that the 
first act of “Padania," a 
vague CODC ;pt with no 
defined borrers, would be 
to seek vomnteers for a 
“national miitia." 

‘The world should know 
that Padaniajis stirring and 
there is no longer any toler- 
ance," be a rally in the 

town of foreuo in the 
League’s heartland region 
of Lombardy. 

“If force B needed, and it 
is possible I that it will be 
needed, from Monday the* 
provisional government 
will take of that with 

the voluntary recruitment of 
a national ^uard.” he said. 

The ommous declaration 
followed ihe first stirrings 
of violent bpposition to Mr. 
Bossi's s^essionist cam- 
paign will! clashes between 
police and left-wing youths 


who tried to attack League 
supporters in the northwest 
city of Turin Friday. 

A crude incendiary device 
also damaged League offi- 
ces in Venice, where several 
counter-demonstrations 
were planned for Sunday, 
including one by young 
extreme leftists. 

Mr. Bossi was heading for 
the lagoon city via the 
Adriatic town of CThioggia, 
where he was expect^ to 
lead a symbolic burning of 
state television licence fee 
slips before taking to a boat 
to lead a flotilla of small 
vessels to the climax of his 
trek. 

League organisers said 
they were expecting 8.000 
people to greet Mr. Bossi in 
Chioggia. but only about 
1.000 had gathered by late 
morning. 

Mr. Bossi's League has 
built its support on discon- 
tent in the affluent noith 
with high ta.xes and central 
government bureaucracy 
accompanied by disillusioo- 
ment with mainsmeam poli- 
tics. 

The party won an unex- 
pected 10,6 per cent of 
votes in Italy's general elec- 
tion in April but Mr. Bossi’s 
subsequent switch from a 
federalist to a secessionist 
agenda appears to have 
alienated many followers. 
An opinion poll pubUsbed 
Friday showed an over- 
whelming 85.6 per cent of 
Italians were against seces- 
sion. 


Leading Democrat slams process to 
appoint post- 1997 Hong Kong leader 


HONG KONG (AFP) — One of Hong 
Kong's leading Democrats Sunday 
slammed the process for choosing the terri- 
tory’s post-1997 leader, saying it was “quite 
irrelevant" to most local people. 

Democratic Party Chairman Martin Lee. 
spealung on government radio RTHK, said 
appointment of a chief executive after the 
territory' returns to Chinese rule on July 1 
next year was firmly under Beijing's con- 
trol. 

Speaking a day after nominations closed 
for membership of the 400-strong Selection 
Committee, which will choose" the chief 
executive of wbai will be known as the 
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region 
(SAR) of China. Mr. Lee said the process 
meant every decision concerning the terri- 
(oi>’ could be made in Beijing. 

China's much-vaunted “one couatry. two 
systems” plan is intended to give Hong 
Kong autonomy, except in matters of 
defence and foreign affairs. 

The Selection Committee, for which 
5,833 nominations were received, will also 
appoint a legislature to replace Hong 
Kong’s present elected Legislative Council, 
which is dominated by Mr. Lee's party. 

Chino, angered by democratic reforms 
introduced here by Governor Chris Patten 
since his airival in 1992. has vowed to scrap 
and replace the current mini-parliament, 
which was elected to serve until 1999. 

"i will not be surprised if tlK people of 
Hong Kong are not anticipating witi) any 
enthusiasm who these 4(10 members of the 
Selection Comminee would be — because 
to most Hong Kong people it is quite iirel- 
evant,” Mr. Lee said. 

Everyone knows that the choice comes 
from Beijing and there can be little doubt 
that whomever Beijing decides upon to be 
the first chief executive, the 400 people will 
dutifully elect him or her. 

Although there could be a small number 
of people who might not appear to be yes- 
men or -women, Beijing wUl certainly have 
100 per cent control of the Selection 
Committee, collectively speaking." 

Mr. Lee said the interests of Hong Kong 
and China in choosing the chief executive 
were very different and could result in 
appointment of a leader who was a rubber- 
stamp for Beijing. 


“You do not have to be a cynic to suspect 
that, as far as China is concerned, having 
the courage to defend Hong Kong may not 
necessarily be a virtue." he said. 

“And Ch'mese leaders are still unfortu- 
nately more likely to pick someone who can 
satisfy’ them that be or she is prepared to 
take orders obediently from Beijing.” 

Mr. Lee did sound a conciliatory note, 
saying he hoped China ’“trusts her compa- 
triots" and urging Hong Kong people to 
press for a democratically elected chief 
executive after the first leader’s term. 

Meanwhile, the British military continued 
its withdrawal from Hong Kong Sunday 
with the ceremonial closure of iLs Sek Kona 
Air Force Base, the last Royal Air Force 
station in Asia. 

The base will continue scaled down oper- 
ations for another two months but the cere- 
mony was held earlier to coincide with the 
anniversary of the 1940 Battie of Britain, in 
which the air force repelled a German 
assault. 

An air force helicopter squadron will be 
based at Hong Kong's Kai Tak Airport until 
June next year, immediately before the ler- 
mory returns to Chinese rule on July 1. 

The ceremony, which included a fly-past 
by four Wesse.x helicopters, was attended 
^ Hong Kong Chief Secretary Anson 
Chan, the commander of British forces in 
Hong Kong. Major General Bryan Dunon, 
M^shal Teny Sherrington. 

The British air force has main tained a 
presence in Hong Kong since 1927. when 
Its first base in Asia was established at Kai 

ICUCa 

in^78 moved its base to Sek Kong 

The British forces withdrawal from Hone 
Kong IS being conducted gradually The 

0” the 

8,0(X) to 9,000 here a few years ago 

1 fm "“"iber about 
1,500 in *e weeks leading up to the han- 
dover, will be succeeded by their Chinese 
counieipans. 

-The impending arrival of the Peonle’s 
Liberation /omy has caused some ireDida- 
aon here, with memories of the 1989 mili 
tary crackdown on a proJemocracy move 
mem on the Chinese mainland. 


Kansas student 
wins Miss America 
contest 

ATLANTIC CITY, New 
Jersey (AFP)' — Fanner 
Kans^ Senator Bob Dole 
might be lagging in the 
presidential polls, but the 
midwestem fanning state 
can cheer about Tara Dawg 
Holland winhing die Kfrss 
America contest The 23- 
year-old music student and 
Kansas resident Was 
crowned Miss America 
during the 75di annual cu- 
test held here late Satunky. 

The tall, brown-haired 

Miss Kansas who ums.to 
become a music teacher, 
sang an opera role in the 
final round of the competi- 
tion. Her ambition is to 
lead a national campaign to 
fight illiteracy. Ms. Hol- 
land has already written a 
book on the subject and 
produced a cassette used in 
schools and prisons in sev- 
eral states. Over 50 million 
Americans were estimated 
to have seen the pro- 
gramme on television car- 
ried by NBC from Con- 
vention Centre here. NOss 
Louisiana, who inteipreied 
a Beethoven sonat^ and 
Miss Oregon, who sang an 
aria, were selected for the 
second and third places 
respectively. For the fim 
time this year, the home 
audience was able to help 
select the winner by tele- 
phoning a special number 
that tallied their votes. Ihe 
women were Judged in four 
catagories: artistic perfor- 
mance; an interview de- 
fending their particular 
cause: the evening gown; 
and swimsuit contests. The 
winner receives S40,0(X} in 
scholastic aid money, the 
nuraber-two takes S30,00(h 
and the number-threp 
$ 20 , 000 . 

Indian court rejects 
plea to ban Miss 
World contest 


BANGALORE, India (R| 

— An Indian court Friday 
dismissed a petition seek- 
ing a ban on this year's 
plans to stage Miss World 
in the southern city of 
Bangalore. “It had no basis 
and the question of obscen- 
ity could only be assessed _ 
during the show and not ~ ' 
before it," Jud^ R.V. - 
Raveendran said while dis- 
missing the petition. The • 
petition was filed by the 
all-women Mahila Jagrana 
(Forum to Awaken WnA -v 
men) which said that beau- ! 
ty shows degraded women 
and were an insult to indian 
culture. The Indian media 
group Amitabh Bacbeban 
Corp Limited (ABCL) said 
last month it had clinched 
the right to stage the Mis 
World contest Earlier diis 
month, the Mahila Jagania 
announced the formatioo 
of a 15-member “suicide 
squad” to stop the contest 
The group has given no 
details of its planned tac- 
tics. The right-wing. Hindu 
nationalist Bharatiya Ja- 
nata Party (BJP) and the 
State Farmers' Association 
also have said they oppose 
the beauty contest. The stu- 
dent wing of the BJF 
staged a (kraonstratioa io 
the city Friday against stag- 
ing the Miss 'World contest 
Police detained 61 people, 
including 21 women.. 
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Chinese film icon^ 
to direct Turandot 

BEIJING (R) — Inienia- 
tionally-acclaimed Chinese 
film director Zhang Yunou 
has been invited to direct 
the opera Turandot by Puc- 
cini in Italy’s Florence 
Opera House, the Beijiog 
Youth Daily said. The ope* 
ra that tells the tale of 'i 
Chinese princess who bates 
foreigners but whose 
is fin^y won by a foreigti 
prince is to be conducted 
by Zubin Mehta and pe^ 
formed in June next 
the newspaper said 2iaQg> 
director of such films 
Raise The Red Lantern. 
Red So rghum and Sha^ 
ghai Triad — some m' 
^ch have been banned by 
censors in China — at first 
ignored the invitation, sey*. 
mg he knew nothing ab^ 
opera and had never 
of turandot. the newspap® 
said. However, Zhang had 
finally been won over 
when Italian organisers 
said they wanted a ftesh 
eye to di^t, it said. 
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HALIFAX (R) — Hortense, 
the first hurricane to hit Ca- 
nada's maritime provinces 
in two decades, battered the 
eastern coastline early Sun- 
day. snapping trees, down- 
ing power lines and drench- 
ing the region witii heavy 
rains. 

Honense reached landfall 
at around 10 p.m. Saturday 
with winds gusting up to 80 
mph (128 kph). 

**We*re not getting reports 
of major damage, but there 
are many power outages 
and lots of rain." Mike Les- 
ter, director of Nova Sco- 
tia's Emergency Mea.sures 


Operation, told Reuters. 

"We’lJ get a better idea of 
the damage in the morn- 
ing." 

Hortense was the first hur- 
ricane to strike the pro- 
vinces in 20 years, which 
prompted one local fisher- 
man to .say he was awed by 
its fury. 

"I've never seen anything 
like this, and I've been out 
in loLs of bad weather,” 
Wayne MacDonald, a mus- 
sel and scallop risberman, 
told the Canadian Press 
news agency. 

Many Nova Scotians 
spent the day shopping for 


extra food and emergency 
supplies as heavy rains 
lashed the maritime pro- 
vince for most of the day. 

*The hurricane is expected 
to be downgraded to a trop- 
ical storm later Sunday. 

Earlier in the week the 
hurricane , had sustained 
winds of up to 120 mph 
( 193 kph) and dumped up to 
two feet (60 centimetres) of 
' rain on Puerto Rico and the 
Dominican Republic. Do- 
minican officials put Che 
number of dead as high as 
10, with 30 people missing, 
and 16 p^le were killed in 
Puerto Rico. . 


China offers earrot backed 

• .j« . >ii2i . 

by stick to rival Taiwan 


U^. President Bill Clinton meets members of the North Carolina National Guard and others who have helped 
ciean-up in the aftermath of Hurricane Fran. President Clinton visited the State Fairgrounds, which is the head- 
quarters of the Guard and to attend a round table discussion wfth ^te and federal leaders and to thank the thou- 
saods of volunteers who have helpe d (^uter photo) 

Hurricane pounds Canada’s east coast Burundi: 

HALIFAX(R) — Hortense, Operation, cold Reuters. extra food and emergency 

the first hurricane to hit Ca- “We’lJ get a better idea of supplies as heavy rains i-ilXllllC' 

nada's maritime provinces the damage in the mom- lashed the maritime pro- * ^ 

in two decades, battered the ing." ' vince for most of the day. StrilG COllIu 

eastern coastline early Sun- Hortense was the first hur- "The hurricane is expected 

day. snapping trees, down- ricane to strike the pro- to be downgraded to a Crop- il> 

ing power lines and drench- vinces in 20 years, which icaJ storm later Sunday. CTl fflllT 

ing the region witli heavy prompted one local fisher- EarUer in the week the ^ 

rains. man CO .say he was awed by hurricane ,had sustained f*A01ATI 

Honense reached landfall its fury. winds of up to 120 mph * CglvU 

at around 10 p.m, Saturday "I've never seen anything (193 kph) and dumped up to piinrMmrpA iappi 
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mph (128 kph). in Iols of bad weather." ‘ rain on Puerto Rico and the affect^ 

**We're not getting reports Wayne MacDonald, a mus- Dominican Republic. Do- ^veral - counmes id ^ 

of major damage, but there sel and scallop risberman, minican officios put the . Lakes region of Al- 
are many power outages told the Canadian Press number of dead as high as overl^pednation- 

and lots of rain." Mike Les- news agency. 10, wi^ 30 people missing, aj borders and could eagulf 

ter, director of Nova Sco- Many Nova Scotians and 16 people were killed in me entire region, me fw- 

tia's Emergency Measures spent the dav shopping for Puerto Rico. . mimster of B^ndi 

— : 2 : warned Saturday raght. 

China offers carrot backed 

' ' I , ger merely die conct^ of 

by stick to rival Taiwan regional in character," Luc 

Rukingama said on Radio 

BEUINC (R) — China .said international standing. scofiTed, apparently referring Burundi. 

Sunday h would send its 'The Taiwan authorities to Taiwan's fusidirect presi- TTie minister was refer- 

mos( senior capitalist to made use of 'the people's dential elections last March parncular to figjit- 

Taiwan to ease strained ties will’, and cheated world that returned President Lee to ing which continued to 

but coupled the oUve branch opinion tw creating a false office with a resounding rage Saturday between 

with ^ attack on anempts by appearance that the 'will of majority. araicd Tutsis and the Zair- 

its island arch-rival to rejoin me people in Taiwan in Communist Beijing has array in me Uvira re- 

me United Nations. favour of rejoinins me U.N. regarded Taiwan as a rebel gion of Easteni Zaire. 

"Taiwan's attempt to 're- is upsurging,"' me commen- province since me Nationa- Earlier Saturday, Burundi 

join me United Nations' will taiy said. list array fled to me island denied accusations by me 

bring tensions between me It blasted attempts by after losing the Chinese Civil Zairean government that it 

two sides across me Taiwan Taiwan to build support for a War in 1949. and Beijing was being used as a base 

Straits, and is doomed to fail- bid to rejoin the United says it must be brought under for armed gangs of Tutsis 

ure." me official Xinhua Nations, saying Taipei bad its rule — by force if neces- from Rwanda inrilcrating 

News Agency said in a com- instigaied a group of Central sary. into Zaire, 

mentary issu^ Sunday. American countries in July to However, Beijing extended *'lt is not in me least oec- 

Beijing has been eruaged support its re-entry. a carrot as well as a stick to essary when coming from 

by a campaign by Taiwan. Taiwan, which last Chi- Taiwan, announcing mat its Rwanda, to pass through 

which China' regards as a na's U.N, seat to Beijing in most senior private-sector Burundi to get to Zaire, the 

rebel province, to boost its 1971, hopes that all 30 coun- leader and capitalist was to two countries have a com- 

imemaiional profile .since the tries that recogruse ii instead lead a group of private busi- mon border," Mr, Rmdn- 

islanJ's President Lee Teng- of Beijing will help its bid to nessmea to Taiwan in gama said. 

Hui made a landmark private return to me world body. December on a visit aimed at He said such security 

visit to me L’niied States last ‘The farce directed by the improving relations. problems were prol»bly 

ye^. Taiwan aumorities to split me Jing Shuping. chairman of “basically ethnic” in char- 

Xinhua accused me is- momerland cannot win peo- me private-sector All-China acter and called fOT meet- 

land's leaders of trying to pie's will, so it will not help Federation of Industry and ings between me three 

deceive world opinion and save meir failure to 'rejoin Commerce, would attend a countries to resolve me 

their own people by profess- me U.N., the commentary meeting of enwpreneurs conflict 

ing commitment to eventual said. from China, Taiwan and The Zairean government 

reunification wim the main- Taipei had been trying to Hong Kong in Taipei, me Friday accused Rwanda 

land while quietly seeking win .support by selling itself China Daily Business and Burundi of Tomenting 

support io raise Taiwan's as a "democracy. Xinhua Weekly said. trouble" in Uvira region. 

~Z TlTi* where about 2(X),000 

Norma Major says the 

me two neighbouring 
j 1 • countries are camped. 

has no right to know everything "Banyamurenge," Tutsis of 

^ „ Zairean nationality, had 

LONDON (.AFP) — Norma Major, the st^. xt ■ x . been enrolled in the Rwao- 

^ife of British Prime Minister John Major. In rwent ^ys. Norma Major has b«n ^ Patriotic Airav, me fw- 

ralled Sundav for greater protection for the pushed to the forcfroi^ of Conservative 

irivaie lives of public personalities, saying Par^^campai^s tion which took power in 

he public does not have the nghi to know which must be heW by May, but she deni^ Rwanda in July 1994 

rv4thmg. berag used a., a "secret weapon by party the 

In an inter\iew broadcast on BBC strategists. . , ^ a • Zairean array and armed 

felevision. Norma Major complained that I don t ^ink 1 m about to start doing > Saturday in 

ler family had been photographed while on !. " ie mouS around Uvi 

ihatshould SuUy's inI■er^•iew was the second in a bord^ confflci- 

if doing so.e- week M. Major who hod p^viousiy W 

“^rMrh^'hnd faced crihcisn, ^ ^day, /t .et.^fonr 

m BBCrs BteakfM Wdi Frost pro- for a fashion faux pas - wearing^e s^e 

^uii two davs in a row m November J990, mtsis were Kuiea in ciasn 

^^enrenainnrent. or h— 

Inn'r^fh nk^me ^blic'^has a"ri to know "I had two blue suits hanging up in the ed by the radio, said at 
ver^Jim^^d -id- wardrobe and I’d worn the first one and I ^ 30 people were m- 

xt \ f • ^-A thAiv ihftiild be some was gome to wear me second one on me jured. 

o^oneS pra^on frem thT prying second day. They were both lotaliy different Around 50 ^ple, ac- 
om ot le^^ proi^ suits and Johm didn't Uke the other one. so I cused of trafficking m 

“ s*^' " r 

‘S" someo in "So I got hammered on bom fronts, for Quoting military sources, 

ike “ rwmnoh a window; or wearing the same thing two days running. I it said most were Banya- 

leir house ^rh private mean, you know that’s terrible, isn’t il And raurenges and Rwandans 

I Think Te oo-h to te able to do of course Ore suit was peteeived to be a dis- and Ugandans who had 

r,h nic ;r « ould be a aster as well." "infilirated" the region. 


BEUINC (R) — China .said 
Sunday h would send its 
mos( senior capitalist to 
Taiwan to ease strained ties 
but coupled ihe oUve branch 
with an attack on anempts by 
its island arch-rival to rejoin 
me United Nations. 

"Taiwan's anempi to 're- 
join me United Nations' will 
bring tensions between me 
two sides across me Taiwan 
Straits, and is doomed to fail- 
ure," me official Xinhua 
News Agency said in a com- 
mentary issued Sunday. 

Beijing has been eruuged 
by a campaign by Taiwan, 
which China regards as a 
rebel province, to boost its 
international profile .since the 
island's President Lee Teng- 
Hui made a landmark private 
risit to me United States last 
year. 

Xinhua accused me is- 
land's leaders of trying to 
deceive world opinion and 
their ow n people by profess- 
ing commitment to eventual 
reunification wim the main- 
land while quietly seeking 
support io raise Taiwan's 


international standing. 

'The Taiwan aumorities 
made use of 'me people's 
w'iir, and cheated world 
opinion \yy creating a false 
appearance chat me 'will of 
me people in Taiwan in 
favour of rejoinins me U.N. 
is upsurging."' me commen- 
taiy said. 

It blasted attempts by 
Taiwan to build support for a 
bid to rejoin the United 
Nations, saying Taipei bad 
instigated a group of Central 
American countries in July to 
support its re-entry. 

'Taiwan, which last Chi- 
na's U.N. seat to Beijing in 
1971, hopes that all 30 coun- 
tries that recogruse ii instead 
of Beijing will help its bid to 
return to me world body. 

‘The farce directed by the 
Taiwan aumorities to split me 
momerland cannot win peo- 
ple's will, so it will not help 
save meir failure to 'rejoin 
me U.N.,'" the commentary' 
said. 

Taipei had been trying to 
win .support by selling itself 
as a "democracy." Xinhua 


scofiTed, apparently referring 
to Taiwan's fust direct presi- 
dential elections last March 
that returned President Lee to 
office wim a resounding 
majority. 

Communist Beijing has 
regarded Taiwan as a rebel 
province since me Nationa- 
list array fled to me island 
after losing the Chinese Civil 
War in 1949, and Beijing 
says it must be brought under 
its rule — by force if neces- 
sary. 

However, Beijing extended 
a carrot as well as a stick to 
Taiwan, announcing mat its 
most senior private-sector 
leader and capitalist was to 
lead a group of private busi- 
□essmea to Taiwan in 
December on a visit aimed at 
improving relations. 

Jing Shuping. chairman of 
me private-sector All-China 
Federation of Industry and 
Commerce, would anend a 
meeting of entrepreneurs 
from China, Taiwan and 
Hong Kong in Taipei, me 
China Daily Business 
Weekly said. 


Norma Major says the public 
has no right to know everything 


LONDON (.AFP) — Norma Major, the 
wife of British Prime Minister John Major, 
called Sunday for greater protection for the 
private lives of public personalities, saying 
me public does not have the right to know 
everything. 

In an interview broadcast on BBC 
Television. Norma Major complained that 
her family had been photographed while on 
holiday in me .louth of France. 

■'Your bouse and your garden, that should 
be sacrosanct ... or if you're doing some- 
thing which is obviou!<Iy private. 
think holidav obviously 1.*^ private, she said 
on BBC 1 s' Breakfast With Frost pro- 
gramme. _ . . , 

"in emertainmern. or whatever, 1 think 
you’re eiuiUed to an element of privacy. 1 
don't think the public has a right to know 
eveiyihine and be ever. where, she said. 

Mrs. Major said there should be some 
form of legal protection from the prying 

sieves of telephoto lenses. 

/''Well, I think we could certainly make a 
Sian with cameras. The fact that mey can 
take a photosraph of someone obviously m 
their house perhaps, through a u-mdow; or 
in meir Garden which is clearly private 
properiv, T think we ought to ^ 
something about thaL I think it would be a 


In recent days, Norma Major has been 
pushed to the forefront of Conservative 
Party campaigns ahead of general elections 
which must held by May, but she denied 
being used a.s a “secret weapon" by party 
strategists. 

“1 don't mink I'm about to start doing 
anyming that I haven’t been doing for the 
las'i five years," she said. 

Sunday's interv’iew was me second in a 
week with Mrs Major, who bad previously 
kept a low public profile. 

She relat^ how she had faced criticisin 
for a fashion faux pas — wearing the same 
suit two days in a row in November J990, 
when her husband was elected leader of the 
Conservative Party. 

"I had two blue suits hanging up in the 
wardrobe and I’d worn the first one and I 
was going to wear me second one on me 
second day. They were both totally different 
suits and Johm didn't like the other one. so I 
wore the same one two days running." she 
said. 

"So I got hammered on both fronts, for 
wearing the same thing two days running. I 
mean, you know that's terrible, isn’t iL And 
of course me suit was perceived to be a dis- 
aster as well." 


WASHINGTON (Rj — 
President Bill Clinton, in a 
fiery address Saturday to 
prominent black leaders, 
appealed for racial unity 
and continued efforts to rid 
the United States of ms- 
crimination. 

Speaking at the congres- 
sional Black Caucus gala 
dinner, Mr. Ginton said he 
refused to abandon Affir- 
mative Action programmes 
aimed at righting past dis- 
crimination because 'there 

is , still evidence that we 
have a way to go." 

“If we're going to stay on 
the right track, we have to 
make sure mat we have less 
discrimination, not more of 

it. " Mr. Clinton told me 
4,500 luminaries from poli- 
tics. education, business and 
entertainment. 

He said me United States 
was “blessed" by its diversi- 
ty and this would be one of 
strengms enabling me 
•country to retain a leader- 
ship position in me worid as 
it entered me new century. 

“Thai's why I act so 
strongly when I see mings 
like me church burnings or 
synago^es or Islamic Cen- 
tres being defaced. Any of 
this is wrong," he said. 

Mr. Clinton cited die case 
of Bosnia, where a U.S.- 
sponsored ceasefire has en- 
dsd four years of brutal 
righting among Serbs. 
Croats and Muslims. Elec- 
tions in Bosnia Saturday 
were “a first halting step to 
moving toward me absence 
of war to me beginning of 
peace again," Mr. Clinton 
^d. 

Americans should leam 
about me tragic conse- 
quences of racial division 
and emnic strife from me 
examples of Bosnia, Ire- 
land, Burundi and Rwanda, 
and Soum Africa, Mr. Clin- 
ton said, noting that in each 
of mose areas one gtt^ 
had defined itself by saying 
it was not the “omer.” 

"We can never define our- 
selves as Americans by say- 
ing we are so good because 
we’re nouhe other guy. The 
crther guys are’ us too! We 
are aU ■ Americans.'* Mr. 
Clinton said. 

The president also ap- 
pealed to black leaders to 
help pull me nation's inner 
cities from me grip of eco- 
nomic stagnation wim a 
new commitment to invest- 
ment and jobs. 

Tf you are committed, 1 
am committed," he said. 

Mr. Clinton tried to find 
common ground wim a core 
constituency mat largely 
oppe^ his suppOTt of Re- 
publican-baci^ welfere 
reform legislation. 

"I want you to remind 





Repablican presidential nominee Bob Dole (left) greets Christian Coalition support- 
ers with coalition founder Pat Robertson during the group's meeting Saturday. Mr. 
Robertson made a surprise introduction of Sen. Dole, with whom he had been an 
opponent of. during the 1988 presidential campaign (Reuter photo) 


America mat you can't 
require people on welfare to 
go ro work unless mey have 
work," he said. “We cannot 
ever forget mat mere are 
still too many Americans 
who could no more come to 
this dinner man a man on 
me moon because mey're 
still looking for a job and 
mey need one tomorrow.” 

Ctespite angering many 
blacks by signing the wel- 
fare bill that critics say will 
cut millions of people from 
me rolls, polis suggest mat 
African Americans still sup- 
port me president and will 
do so in November’s elec- 
tion. 

President Clinton's cam- 
p^gn lead over Republican 
challenger Bob Dole shrank 
to 16 points in' a tracking 
poll released Saturday, 
while Texas billionaire Ross 
Perot got a slight boost. 

Mr. CHinton got 51 per 
cent in a OIN/USA Today/ 
Gallup poll of likely voters, 
compart wim 35 per cent 
in Friday's eiiition of me 
same poll. 

Saturday's poll ' showed 
Seh. Dole, who b;^' been 
trailing Mr. Clinton by 23 
points Friday, wim 35 per 
cent of me vote from mose 
surveyed. 

Mr. Perot, the Reform 
Party's candidate, got 7 per 
cent in me Satur^y poll, 
compared wim 6 per cent 
me previous day. 

The poll bad a margin of 
error of four percentage 
points. 

Sen. Dole, who gave short 
shrift to me Christian right 
at me Republican conven- 
tion, appeared Saturday be- 
fore me Christian Coalition 
and asked for its support in 


his presidential campaign. 

“I would ask you for your 
full and complete support 
every day. every day bet- 
ween now and Nov. 5. 1996. 
when we will have a new 
president-elect." Sen. Dole 
told a cheering mrong of 
nearly 5.000 at me coali- 
tion's convention. 

“I can't tell you how much 
your support and encour- 
agement and prayers mean 
to all of US," Sen. Dole said, 
‘^e understand your com- 
mitment, we understand 
your strengm. we under- 
stand your potential." 

Sen. Dole's appearance 
before me group was me 
result of a last-minute 
change in schedule, but it 
gave him a large and sup- 
portive audience In a group 
mat had been cool to his 
two presidential opponents. 

The crowd erupt^ in ap- 
plause when coalition foun- 
der Pat Robertson, a one- 
time Dole opponent in me 
1988 Republican presiden- 
tial primaries, made a sur- 
prise introduction of Sen. 
bole.’ called him a “dear 
‘fTiend" and raised joined 
hands wim me Republican 
candidate at me podium. 

"Jimrainy." said Sen. Dole 
in response to me reaction. 

Criticising Mr. Clinton for 
declining an invitation to 
speak, 1^. Robertson said, 
“I would ask. is mere no 
room for any Evangelicals 
in me Democratic Party?" 

On Friday, me group bad 
booed independrat candi- 
date Ross Perot when be 
said some believed his can- 
didacy in 1992 helped bring 
Mr. Ginton to power. 

The coalition and its exec- 
utive director. Ralph Reed. 


were instrumental in giving 
Sen. Dole me credibility' 
wim me Republican Party's 
conservative wing neces- 
sary to win me nomination. 

But. afrer a failed struggle 
to get me Republican Par- 
ty's anti-abortion plank to 
include language that it was 
tolerant of differing view.s 
on me issue. Sen. Dole had 
kept his distance from me 
group. 

Sen. Dole said he had not 
read me adopted platform, 
and pro-abortion voices 
were not on me agenda at 
me party's convention in 
San Diego. 

But in citing a Biblical 
passage Saturday regarding 
spirituality. Sen. Dole also 
evoked importance of 
Christian activists to me Re- 
publican Party and his own 
struggling campaign. 

“We certainly need 
strengm beyond our own,” 
Sen. Dole said. 

The purpose of Sen. 
Dole's appearance was os- 
tensibly to introduce his 
ruonbg mate. Jack Kemp, 
who previousl)^' had \kcn 
scheduled tp.s^^. 

But Sen. Ctole also ran 
through many of me memes 
of his campaign stump 
speech beginning with 
plugging his economic pro- 
gramme. He drew me loud- 
est applause in calling for 
giving parents more choice 
in schools for meir children, 
fighting drugs and crime, 
and condemning Clin- 
ton's veto of a b^ili to ban a 
rare late-tenn abortion pro- 
cedure. 

“When I get the partial 
birm abortion bill. I'll sign 
iL I won't veto it. I'll sign 
it,” Sen. Dole said. 


Shrinking water supply adds to world tension — study 


WASHINGTON (Rj — Dwindling water supplies are 
adding to tension in many regions of me world and me 
effect will increase io coming years, a Washington-based 
environmental group said Satm^y. 

By 2025, just a generation away, 40 per cent of me 
world's people will be living in countries experiencing 
chronic water sbonages or water stress, the Worldwatch 
Institute said in a report. 

“Political leaders are vastly underestimating the influence 
of water scarcity on food production, oaniral systems, and 
regional peace and stability," aumor Sandra Postel said 

She said tensions over water persist in me major river 
b asins of the Middle East — me Jordan, the Nile and me 
Tlgris-Euphrates — as well as die Ganges in Soum Asia 
and the Aral Sea Basin. 

“In none of mese is there yet a treaty recognised by n'j me 
parties mat allocates the bain's waters among mem," me 
report, entitled Dividing The Waters, said 

It said at least 214 rivers flow through two or more coun- 
tries, but no enforceable law governs me allocation of inter- 
national £resb water. 

In me Middle East. Israel recognised Palestinian rights to 
West Bank water for the first time in an agreement signed 
in September 1995, the report said. 

Bu^ on a per capita basis, Israeli settlers in me West Bank 


use about four times more water man meir Palestinian 
neighbours, and pay about a third as much per cubic metre. 

“UmiJ such inequities are addressed and me larger issue 
of me permanent allocation of water rights is resolved, ten- 
sions will persisL” me institute smd 

In me Nile basin, a 1959 treaty between Egypt and Sudan 
allocates an amount of Nile water between them mat adds 
up to nearly 90 per cent of the river's average annua] flow 
— even mough 86 per cent of mat flow originates in 
Ethiopia. 

“Now mat Emiopia is in a position to begin tapping Nile 
waters for its own development, an agreement to share me 
waters more equitably is essential for regional peace and 
stability.” me group said. 

Until now, countries have been able to make up water 
deficiencies by importing grain — described in me report 
as "virtual water.” 

It takes about 1 ,000 tonnes of water to grow one tonne of 
grain. 

But wim urban population projected to double to fiv: bil- 
lion by 2025, water in grain-producing countries is shifting 
from rural areas to cities, me report s aid. 

• “Where the water to meet future food needs is to come 
from on a sustainable basis is not obvious," Ms. Postel said. 


EU asked to tick the box on its future 


BRUSSELS (R) — Like 
students taking an exam. 
European Uoioa countries 
will be asked this week to 
tick a box saying just how 
much power they are will- 
ing to suireoder. 

In a move to force the 
pace of negotiations on a 
new EU treaty, Ireland has 
asked its partners to explain 
io which circumstances they 
would be willbg to cede 
their veto in favour of 
majority rule. 

The current EU president 
has banded each country a 
five-page checklist to gauge 
wbai areas mey may be 
willing to bend on the veto. 

Negotiators, meeting in 
Brussels Monday and Tues- 
day, wUI be asked to tick 
boxes marked “Yes," “No" 


or “willin g to consider fur- 
ther" next to some SO areas 
where unanimity is current- 
ly required for the EU to 
take decisions. 

They will also be asked to 
consi^r giving more power 
to the directly elected 
European Parliament in 
areas ranging from citizens' 
rights to development aid, 
and to consider possible 
changes to the European 
Court of Justice. 

The two-day meeting is 
part of the Inter-Goyem- 
mental Conference (IGC) 
on the bloc's future. Nego- 
tiators, who meet nearly 
every week, have been told 
to come up wim a draft 
treaty by December so mat 
a final document can be 
agreed in mid- 1997. 


EU leaders have called for 
a special summit in Dublin 
on Oct. 3 to discuss the 
progress of me IGC. 

The issues on me agenda 
at this week's meeting are 
particularly sensitive in 
Britain, where the ruling 
Conservative Party is torn, 
over the country’s foture in 
Europe. 

London has vowed to 
fight any move to water 
down me veto, is generally 
sceptical about giving me 
parliament more power and 
wants some of foe court's 
powers to be curbed. 

But sharp differences also 
exist in other EU countries. 

Many, despite agreeing 
chat more majority voting is 
needed for a future bigger 
bloc 10 work efficiently. 


object to losing their x'eto in 
specific areas such as tax 
and foreign policy. 

There is also a wide range 
of views ^ut the desirabil- 
ity of promoting the parlia- 
ment. France, for example, 
has little time for foe b^y, 
while (jermany considers it 
an essentia] element in EU 
democracy. 

In a letter laying out the 
issues, the Irish presidency 
said the checklist was neces- 
sary because there was no 
agreement on an overall 
approach to decision making. 

“It appears, foerefore. mat a 
case-by-case examination 
will be necessary to define 
areas where a move could be 
made from unanimity to a 
qualified-majority vote," it 
said. 





6 Opinion & Analysis 


Jordan Times, Monday, September 16 , 1996 



Jordan Times 


A» wJty w a w i p afcB M l piMlil u J m fatli* b> Jortw fw 


« . ifa « H ^ J d ll ^ tfijf ^ y 


Chaiman of the Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD AL KAYED 

Director General: 

MCmAMMAD AMAD 
EdUor-in-CUef; 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

EtStoriaJ and advertising offices: 

Jordn Press Foondatien, 

UiriTcrsily Rond, P.O. Bos 6710, Amnan, Jord». 
reiepAones: 6S4311, 699634 
refer: 2^497 ALltAI JO 
FjKSuni/e; 696183 

The Jordan Tiines is publisheii daily creep/ Fridays. 
Subscriptioa and adverrfefeg rates are avaiiable ffom the 
Jordan Times adre/trsirii; department. 


Back to confusion? 


ISRAELI PRIME Minister Benyamin Netanyahu's 
efforts to distinguish between written commit- 
ments made by former leaders Yitzhak Rabin and 
Shimon Peres with the Palestinian side, which he 
says he will honour, and those verbally agreed to 
with the Syrians, which he claims to be not binding, 
is a hollow exercise in legal semantics. Netanyahu's 
credibility on this distinction is open for question- 
ing because even with regard to the Oslo accords 
witii the Palestinians, which are in writing, he 
seems to be hedging from his government's com- 
mitment by wavering on their implementation. 
With such a state of mind, the Israeli prime minis- 
ter seems to be intent on diluting the legal .impor- 
tance of the late Rabin's '‘yerlral" agreement to 
withdraw from the entire Golan Heights in return 
for security and political undertakings by Syria. 

Israeli-Syrian negotiations in the past Dve years 
have apparently reached the critical stage of work- 
ing out political understanding that include securi- 
ty arrangements on the Heights and the extent of 
normalisation between the two countries. For 
Netanyahu to claim that what Rabin had accepted 
has no legal force or effect is tantamount to the 
negation of basic legal and political norms govern- 
ing talks between countries. What is at stake is the 
fate of peace negotiations between Israel and Syria 
and not who made the talks with Syrian President 
Hafez A1 .Assad. What in effect Netanyahu is trying 
to tell the Arab side in general and Damascus in 
particular is that peace talks and agreements 
whether verbal or in writing are between govern- 
ments and not states. To accept this novel submis- 
sion would mean the rewriting of international 
norms. This is not to mention the risk of taking 
international relations back to the brink of chaos 
and confusion. 


Again^ this backdrop, we believe that the Syri- 


,J'an-lsra^r peace .talks should pick iip whet^ they ' 
',had left'bfr.'.fecaeli'agreeme'nts whether writfe.A or' 
!';oral are ’solemn commitments that Netanyahu 
‘ Should not even try to squirm himself out of. 
Washington will do the peace process a great deal 
of good if It succeeds In convincing Netanyahu to 
continue peace talks with Damascus on the basis of 
what was painstakingly agreed to between the two 
countries instead of starting anew as Netanyahu is 
suggesting. Otherwise, the Syrian government 
would be tempted to put its quest for peace on hold 
until a Labour-led government is back in power. 

Syria is not likely to agree to something which is 
much less than what Rabin or Peres had accepted 
even if that would entail a long wait If that is the 
case, comprehensive peace will continue to elude 
this region for a long time to come. And if regional 
peace must wait, so must regional development and 
the culture of peace that we are so e^er to incul- 
cate within the ranks of the peoples of the area. 


ARABIC PRESS COM^TENTARTES 


THE VERY couniries in the Arab region which Wash- 
ington claims it wants to protect from Iraq have voiced 
their opposition to any aggression on that country, and 
announced they would never allow hostile forces to use 
their lands as a platform for aggression, said Fohd Al 
Fanek. u writer for.Al Ra'i Sunday. Unlike 1990. when 
the United States succeeded in rallving the support of 
more than 30 nations behind its war against Iraq, this 
time Washington stands almost alone in the field, with 
its European allies objecting to its war-mongering poli- 
cies. said the writer. Despite these facts liie United 
States seem.N Ntill determined to coiumM .^ression, 
totally disregarding international laws and the views 
and feelings of the world community in general and the 
Arab countries in particular, he .said. Whai look.s clear 
10 ail is .America's lust for war. destruction and murder 
of innocent Iraqi people: and what has been manifested 
to ihe world i^ Washington's arrogance and evil nature 
that prompt it to aliack a Third World nation whose 
people .seek to defend their soil and exercise their ow'n 
rights on their own lands, continued the writer. The 
I'niicd Stales, he added, has no justification for its 
actions in Iraq, especially since the Kunls, who Ameri- 
ca claims to be trying to protect, h.oe sided with the 
Baghdad govemmem and since the .Arab Gulf .states, 
which WUshingion claims are facing Saddam Hussein's 
hostilities, have openly denounced* any aggre.ssion on 
the Iraqi people. America'.s aggre.ssion. he said, is a war 
on liie Arabs whose oil wealfh continues to be pillaged 
and whose national interests are endansered. 


WRITER for Al Dustour discussed the situation at 
schools in remote regions like Tafileh. Ma'an and the 
Jordan Valley, where there is .shortage of teachers, espe- 
cially at the .secondary level. Mohammad Daoud said 
the Ministry of Education should realise that teachers 
shun these regions due to the lack of proper facilities, 
like housing and transpori. and should therefore Find 
the means toen.<«iire uninterrupted school education and 
a sullicient number of teachers for all subjects. He sug- 
ge.sted that the Minisu^' of Education, which is respon- 
.sible for schools in all regions, create financial and 
other kinds of incentives to encourage teachers to serve 
in these regions. Tlw writer also suggested that new 
graduates from teachers training colleges be forced to 
do one or two yc:u^ service in the remote regions us a 
compulsory work and a requirement for appointment as 
teachers. By so doing, the ministry will be treating all 
schools fairly and justly and ssuhsequently. he said, 
there can be no claim that there still exist less fortunate 
regions lacking proper education services. 


What foreign education and 
maids do to the economy 


RECENTLY THERE has been some focus in the press on 
the impact' of consumer spending on foreign services, 
claiming that such spending is bad for the economy and 
that reducing spending on imports would reduce the 
deficit in the balance of payments. On the face of it, this 
argument is true; however, it reeks of protectiomsm and 
some sh^lowness in analysis and thought, especially 
when the examples are made of spending on foreign edu- 
cation and maids. 

One particular article claimed that it was a good omen 
for Jordan that its spending on foreign education has been 
decreasing from a steady JD 69 Tnillion in the early 
nineties to JD 59 million last year and an expected JD 56 
million this year. Tlie author of the article went even as far 
*o claim that such spending on educarion dixtorrs the 
overall economy. 

Before an answer, as to whether the author's claim is 
correct or not. is attempted, one should trace the history 
and causes of spending on foreign education. 

In the eaiiy seventies and until 1983. Jordanians invest- 
ed heavily in education and tho.se who could afford or 
whose children .were not bright enough to get into a local 
university sent their children overseas for higher educa- 
tion. TTie reason is that Joidanians in the period 1973 to 
1983 could find employment opportunities in the oil rich 
Arab countries and remit money home. They became Jor- 
dan's biggest export and if foreign education, which to 
many was the only way of getting instructed and ulti- 
mately a job in the Gulf, ultimately consumed the house- 
hold's savings it was money spent for a good cause: It was 
Clearing tho^ remittances to boost the economy, (la those 
years Jordon became known as an oil economy without 
the oil: if the oil prices went up. employment opportuni- 
ties in the Gulf increased and Jordanians' welfare was 
boosted). 

The educated Jordanians who went to the Gulf repatri- 
ated their savings to Jordan because the oil countries did 
not allow them to invest their savings locally. This creat- 
ed inflation and a greater demand for real estate — a sec- 
tor which froze the country's savings in an unskilled, low 
employment opportunity creating sector. Instead of focto- 
ries that could have provided e.xcellent employment 
opportunities for our skilled labour for many years, 
investment went to villas that hired a few workers, of 
whom 90 per cent were unskiifed and 50 per cent were 
foreign. Ultimately, neither the Gulf countries benefited 
greatly from their oil. nor did we; their savings were 
leaked oui.side to Jordan, Egypt and other non-oil produc- 
ing countries: and instead of such savings being a primer 
for development, they went mainly to create infiaiiori and 
a short-lived state of euphoria in several countries. 

The present decrease in spending on foreign education 
may mean a host of things, any of which could be viewed 
as '‘bad" for the economy. Among those considerations: 
there ore fewer and fewer jobs for Jordanians in the Gulf, 
which is a sad but obvious uuism; Jordanian universities 


an imponed service which in the view of many serves to 
drain the national economy. However, beyond simple cal- 
culations, they must address the sources of demand for 
such a services. Because even after accounting for those 
who have maids just to "keep up with the Jones's,” one 
will stiU fiad that many who have maids do so' because of 
a genuine need. 

In this day and age when inflotitm looms heavy and 
unemployment is still high, a family is forced to have 
more than one wage earner and ultimately husband and 
wife must work. The. maid fulfills, albeit not perfectly, 
those duties in which one of the spouses could have 
invested his/her time for a lower return than that be/sbe 
could have possibly earned in the market, place. Thus, 
having maids ^es the time of local talent and allows i> 
the opportunity to seek greater employment which, in 
turn, leads to higher output and a greater GDP. 

Furthermore, the existence of maids is a signal that 
women are being liberated and joining the labour force as 
partners and competitors to men. Indeed thi.s is a great 
sign for the society as a whole and women in particular. 
In other words, it may be good that Jordanians have 
maids. 


“The educated Jordanians who went to 
the Gulf repatriated their savings to 
Jordan because the oil countries did not 
allow them to invest their savings local- 
ly, This created inflation and a greater 
demand for real estate — a sector 
which froze the country's savings in an 
unskilled^ low employment opportunity 
creating sector. Instead of factories that 
could have provided excellent employ- 
ment opportunities for our skilled 
labour for many years, investment went 
to villas that hired a few workers, of 
whom 90 per cent were unskilled and 50 
per cent were foreign.' 


» 


-are-accepting lower scores than in-the.jwst, which could 
mean' that -educational siandartis are inferioF<now'ror >thaf 


priyAie: unis'ersities ore pickiug Up the slack ivhich is a 
good thirigl; Jordanians' incomes are lower now than they 
were in the past, which means that they have negative or 
zero savings and therefore cannot afford to send their 
children abroad for a good education; there is pessimism 
about the future and parents choose to keep their savings 
and children at home; Jordanians no longer view their 
children as their social security and opt to keep their .sav- 
ings: people no longer view education as the key to social 
mobility because "education no longer pays, a piece of 
land pays much, much more**; and many other things that 
one could easily select from the surrealism ihut surrounds 
the average day of the average JonJanian. 

Several anicles have addressed the question of maids. 


-In.oJliiKe articles, thaiibave recently. beere-prihited 'abouLj 
the deficit in 'the -bafenCiii of pay memsr none focused on 
the other way of reducing the deficit, namely, by increas- 
ing expons. That because it is always easier, and lazier, 
just to bury one's head in the sand and say "let's protect 
our economy by closing it." It is more difficult to search 
for quality improvement methods and institute them to 
bring about that desired change. 

Outcries for protectionism know no national boundary, 
they are common to oil nations and they are extremely 
dangerous because they give the average' person that 
excuse to blame others for domestic, home-made ail- 
ments. instead of quality home-made products. But then, 
when will we stop blaming the maid for everything. 


Coming out of 
the hard times 





By Ayman Al Saladi 




THE KABARin government is facing some difScnlt . . 
times. But the dilemma is not entirely its making. A oiajn- 
reason for the government's headache is the noise tbat 
political aspirants and competitors are making. But there is 
little that Mr Kabariti or his government can do to stop dus 
noise. Politicians are always out to discredit each other. 
Those outside office want to go back to it. 

The government is. however, partially responsible for 
what some like to describe as a crisis. It would be naive to 
thtnif that the government could have passed the dedrion 
to lift bread subsidies without expending some political 
capital. Higher bread prices mean lower popularity, and a 
vulnerable side which opponents can attack. 

The government's mistake, many now contend, was in 
the packaging of the subsidies decision, espedally right 
before implementing iL In the days leading to the riots in 
Karak, the government appeared as if i: ionon>d Pv- 

liament. as if it had underestimated the impact of the deri- 
sion on the people, and their reaction to it. 

But the decision was forced by economic necessities. 

And that will eventually sink in, given time and better ways 
of getting the message across to the people. 

The Kabariti government can stage a comeback. Bur that A - 
it will need to do within a global vision translated into a * - 
clear strategy. 

But if Mr. Kabariti tries to make the comeback on the 
basis of appeasing, or winning, foe political pundits and 
aspirants, he will be going an unnecessary, and not certain- 
ly successful, distance. Political parties can cause 
headache. But they cannot behead. Apart from the Islamic 
Action Front iTAF), political parties cannot claim the rep- 
resentation of even one per cent of foe population. If they 
challenge that, let them publish the sizes of their member- 
ships. 

As for foe Islamists, they con probably contribute more to 
political life in the country if they remain out of the gov- 
ernment. In the opposition, the lAF can act as a watri^g 
on the executive and force it to take note of differing views. 
Bringing foe Islamists in will help neither foe goveimneDt 
cor foe lAF. The agendas of Mr. Kabariti and foe Islamists 
cannot, in the long run, be reconciled. A temporary cohab- 
itation can only complicate things for the govenunent and 
foe country. 

Mr. Kab^ti can live with opposition. Better said, the 
country cannot live without opposition. 

Mr. Kabariti will be better ofT staging his comeback by 
directly going to the people. His efforts should aim at con- 
vincing the citizens that his government's policies will ulti- 
mately serve them. There is not much the government can 
do about the economic hardships foe people are facing. The 
resources simply do not exist. But the government, through 
hard work, can convince people foat it is addressing the 
concerns that con be redressed. 

Human rights con be respected more. Democratic prac- 
tices can be strengthened. Bureaucracy can be fought. The 
Mercedes Benz can be sold. Television can broadcast some 
reports about real problems with which people are grap- 
pling,, and, this time around, tell the truth as naked as it 
comes. . 

One more poipL The gdvemmem should lip 'iiK 
‘tight'ag^nsl comiptibri,-'m^ ^(dence 6^t K 

as it says, been started. There is officii, though private, 
talk about foe government's success in "ending the se^ 
vices" of a senior official because of his alleged corruption. 

The people need, first, to know that the government did 
this. Second, if foe official was corrupt, the people are enti- 
tled to see justice take its course. Send him to court. 

One thing about Mr. Kabariii's government is foat it has 
not been able to take credit for the quite a few positive 
things it has done in its short life in office. Maybe a thor- 
ough reassessment process is due. Maybe foe Kabariti gov- 
ernment should Stan doing what all governments do: Sell 
itself better. 
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The writer is a Jordan Times staff member. 


Bahrain contains unrest 


but problems remain 


M.ANAMA (R) — Bahrain 
has contained unrest among 
members of its majority 
Shi'ite Muslim community 
after nearly tw'o years of 
violence dented its image 
as foe Gulf‘ 2 . main banking 
and financial hub. officials 
and diplomats say. 

The smallest and least 
wealthy of the Gulf Arab 
state.s is enjoying a quiet 
time ufiei security I'orces 
cracked down on dissidents 
who launched wave.-, of 
arson attacks, sabotage ami 
riots to demand political 
and economic reforms. 

But major problems 
remain unresolved, mainly 
the questions of unemploy- 
ment and elections to local 
councils, say diplomats and 
bankers. 

They say that although 
the violence has died down 
and business has returned 
to normal, the Sunni-domi- 
nuied government has yet 
to address issues behind the 


wants 10 maintain stabili- 


ty- 


one 


IS 


unrest. 

"There are a number of 
problems the government 
of Bahrain has to address. 
And until they do so and 
find constructive conclu- 
sions. the government will 
still face problems." 
diplomat told Reuters. 

‘The major problem 
economic...A lot of people 
are either unemployed or 
are low-paid workers," the 
diplomat said, adding "1 
don't think there is really 
poverty In Bahrain. 

"People feel there is a gap 
between the rich and poor 
In Bahrain and other Gulf 
.Arab slates. The govern- 
ment of Bahrain h:i.s to find 
away to bridge that gap if it 


Bahraini officials say 1.4 
per cent of a total work- 
force of 239.000. or about 
3.300.' is unemployed. 
Independent economists 
put foe figure at 10 to 15 
per cehr. 

Diplomats .said Bahrain 
had started to think serious- 
ly about the damage unem- 
ployment could inflict on 
foe economy if no efforts 
were made tu ,.ontain it. 

“1 think some of 
Bahrain's neighbours are 
also facing foe some prob- 
lem. They don't have 
(enough) money to solve 
aii their economic prob- 
lems." one diplomat said. 

Officials .said Bahrain had 
embarked on a drive to find 
more jobs for Bahrainis to 
combat rising unemploy- 
ment. a major reason 
behind civil uruesi which 
erupted in December 1994. 

Labour and social affairs 
undersecretary Sheikh 
Ahmed Bin Sager Al Khal- 
ifa said recently that a 
bureau his ministry created 
in July to help Bahrainis 
find jobs hud found w'ork 
for about 800 people in one 
month. 

Officials said projects 
worth 900 million dinars 
($2.39 billion) were in (be 
pipeline including a flower 
station, a bridge, a sea port 
and tourism and services 


projects. 

Bunkers said although 
Bahrain would remain the 
main fmunciul and bunking 
centre in the Gulf and the 
Middle East, it could not 
count on the .sector for 
employing more Bahrainis. 


LETTERS 


Foreign investment 
welcome? 


To the Editor: 


HAVING READ Maria Bizri's article “Popular Fuhais 
restaurant comes under community fire" (Jordan Times 
Sept. 9. 1996) prompts me to write a few things about 
investment in Jordan. 

At the beginning of 1996 — after several visits over 
foe past five years — I arrived here full of enthusiasm 
about Jordan's encouragement to invest. I was lulled b> 
the openness and friendliness of the Jordanian people, 
its culture and beautiful, rich countryside. Now. nine 
months later, my "naive" attitude has changed and 1 feel 
betrayed by foe country's promise. 

With foe help of family and friends residing in Jordan. 
I found a beautiful house, with old heritage character, in 
the Ruw vvjq Al Baiqa area of Fuheis. 1 thought of turn- 
ing it into a cozy restaurant, away from foe hustle and 
bustle of Amman. The whole area consisted of several 
shops and the Zuwudeh resiaurani within a tourist area. 
I informed the local municipality of my intended pro- 
ject. 

The rite was originally infested with rats, had no roof 
and the building 'was in danger of collapsing due to 
water leakage everywhere. So it came as a suiprise that 
foe main concern of foe tnunicipality was to remove foe 
over 100-yeor-old backwall only to increase foe width 
of foe adjacent road by — believe it or not — SO cen- 
timetres. My argument of respect for old heritage was 
completely ignored. I came to realise, only much later 
that my enthusiastic argumentation put me at war with 
the local mayor who gave me the impression that I, os a 
foreigner, was in no po.siiion to decide these matters. 
Actually I realised that the definition of foreigner 
includes even any Jorrianian not from ihe local commu- 
nity. , 

.Anyway, my Jordanian partners and I abided by foe 
order regarding the wall, but there w'as more to follow: 
i had gi^n wiser innot to upset the cu.stomary dealings 
as u foreigner and trusted my partners' advice and the 
mayor's promise to grant us a re.stauront licence as soon 
as renovations works were fini.shed. The works were 
completed with help from experienced locals. And as 
never during the renovation work did we receive or get 
the impression of resentment against our project by foe 
local municipality, it came u.s a great shock for us when 
at foe end of a lot of hard work we were neither granted 
a permii nor an answer in writing. 

Instead, we were manoeuvTed into a game of bureau- 


cracy (name any ministry in Amman and I will take 
you there in a second). The nightmare of inefficient and 
unprofessional bureaucratic procedures h^ started. To 
accelerate and emphasi.se our urgent matter we deliv- 
ered baCk-and-fonh correspoo^nce by hand and 
reminded civil servants with numerous phone calls that 
our case was still unresolved. It remained that way and 
every time we came back to whatever ministry, they 
could not believe that we had not progressed one. single 
inch. 

Then our hopes were raised — again by the mayor — 
asking us into his office. He gave us his word that 
within 4S hours he would give us foe licen ce if we 
would donate JD 10.000 to the community of Fuheis. 
We agreed as we found that the whole communitv 
should benefit from these tourism projects. We asked to 
put this agreement in w riting to make sure of its valid- 
ity for both parties. This was never done anri we never 
got to see foe licence. 

Our “bureaucratic career" kept going on. We lost the 
whole summer season although we had put two consis- 
ter.t months of ovenime work into the project. We 
raced a lot of embarra.ssment in losing several reserva- 
tion contracts by big companies of local and tourist 
character. Never doubting that we would receive our 
liance, weeks and weeks passed. The opening day. 
which was eagerly awaited by many people, nev^ ha^ 
pned. We were dragged into the big and inefficiCTi 
bureaucratic apparatus and never managed to get oul 
Now. five months have passed and ouT large invest- 
mem which we had worked hard for durinf foe past 
years is looking very insecure 

»>opes here in 

an? completely changed. I am still emotionally 
smd politically attached to this country. Is it a paradox 
love and at the same time hate this place. 
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(Contiiiued from page 1) 

there are factions who were 
supported by outside 
forces, and it appears by 
their actions, in someway, 
to secure the continued 
interference of Iraq's neigh- 
bours in its affairs. The 
question of use of force in 
the south of Iraq, poses the 
dUenuna; is the south 
important for oil? Or is it an 
alternative target for the 
military planners? I think 


Why the same approach to solving Yugoslavia conflict 
is not adopted in efforts to end Iraq crisis? 



states, oil is ultimately the 

concern, and as far as the 


• ■ region is concerned, dual 


containment, whether of 


Iraq or Iran has failed. We 

it 

call for a compreheasive 


and clear regional security 

A ift V .. 

order, and wonder why he 

*v- i,. 5 ?.:- 

oil issue cannot be 


addressed in the broader 


■ . context of the stabilitv of 
• the larger Gulf. In temis of 

f< j ■ '• 

inieraational legality, the 

W.jJ:,.. 

U.N. has been margin- 

ari -j: . 

alised.” 

i - 

• - • "If we are tallcing about 


democratic policies of the 


bl- 


f 
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U.S., clearly then, the U.S. 
foreign policy should also 
be democratic in terms of 
our exchanges. As far as we 
are concerned, we are liv- 
ing in the region and we 
have to live with the conse- 
quences of the military 
action. In the last few years, 
instead of achieving con- 
sensus on the cultural and 
economic identities, we 
have almost one million 
children dying in Iraq 
according to U.N. figures. 
Our criticism of U.S. for- 
eign policy is within the 
atedy existing lack of 
consensus in the Security 
Council, and the divisions 
in the EU and the Arab 
League. Our fear is rather 
than containing the image 
of Saddam in the 
international community, a 
new lease of publicity has 
been provided for him. The 
use of a blunt instrument 
without a clear strategy 
makes one wonder about 
the direction, the whole 
region is heading for." 

“His Majesty has always 


shown statesmanship, and 
my role has always been in 
terms of my involvement in 
development issues and the 
economic challenges of the 
last two decades. It should- 
n't be expected from a 
country that neighbours a 
sanctioned one, as the case 
of Yugoslavia, to commit 
economic suicide Just by 
virtue of the fact that a war 
has broken out and a neigh- 
bouring country has been 
sanctioned. As far as we are 
concerned. ±e peace divi- 
dend with Israel has not yet 
developed the momentum 
that we would like to see, in 
terms of free trade, and 
investment climate. But we 
hope in the future, that 
goodwill will be translated 
into raeaning^I trade part- 
nership to include Iraq, 
which is Jordan's depth, 
inasmuch as Jordan is 
Iraq's depth." 

terms of contuning 
extremism and encouraging 
a corporate identity, a struc- 
ture similar to the OECD is 
required for the region. And 


the assistance as well as the 
initiatives of the Spanish 
government in tlus field are 
much appreciated." 

“We hope that in our par- 
ticipation in the Euio-Med 
dialogue discussions more 
substance will emerge in 
the future.” 

"I am worried that the 
human content of peace- 
making is being ignored. 
For peacemaking must be 
seen in terms compre- 
hensiveness of Che right of 
return of refugees and their 
compensation. Z)espite the 
existence of refugees in 
(Jordan, Syria, Lebanon. 
Egypt and the PNA). the 
term refugees is not being - 
mentioned anymore. I must 
emphasise that the right of 
self-determination is indi- 
visible.” 

“In Yugoslavia, the 
international community is 
exploring the potential of a 
Totadng presidency, while 
in Iraq, the issue is still that 
of, exploring the possibili- 
ties of succession. Nobody 
talks about, how pluralism 


can be achieved. This type 
of ±etoric can oidy 
increase the potential of 
religious extremism in the 
area.'* 

“In the context of Jordan- 
ian-Gulf relations. Japan 
was the only country in the 
OECD in 1989 in its parlia- 
ment to talk of the hinter- 
land countries, and the oil 
Gulf states must develop a 
concept of interdependence 
with their neighbours if 
they want to control the 
holders of extremism in the 
politico-economic dimen- 
sion. Jordan will do every- 
thing it can to develop its 
good relations with all Arab 
countries and we expect 
correspondingly a desire to 
work with the absolute, and 
a desire to neutralise politi- 
cal considerations from 
economic realities, if we 
are to become a region. For 
South East Asia has a 
region, and united Europe 
has a region." 


U.S. issues new warning to Iraq as negotiations intensify 

(Continued from page 1 1 


frightening Iraq." the rul- 
ing Baath Party's AI 
Thawra said. 

The United States fired 
44 cruise missiles at mili- 
tary sites in southern Iraq 
on SepL 3 and 4 after Iraqi 
troops moved into Kurdish- 
dominated northern Iraq. 

The U.S. military buildup 
came as Russia. France and 
China were involved in 
intense efforts to contain 
; tension between Iraq and 
the Uruted States, diplo- 
matic sources in Baghdad 
said Sunday. 

“Russian officials have 
stepped up their efforts in 
recent hours to prevent 
new U.S. strikes against 
haq. as part of Moscow's 
lisceni initiative." one 
diplomat said. 

. Among the C-S. assets, .i.n.,. 
place',' Patriot nilssLIe crews 
— about 125 soldiers'^— 
have been ordered to Saudi 
Arabia where they will 
man a prepositioned missile 
battery to protect against 
Iraqi Scud missile attacks. 

Four B-52 bombers have 
been moved to the island 
Diego Garcia in the Indian 
Ocean, within range of 
Iraq, and the aircraft carrier 
USS Enterprise is joining 
the carrier USS Carl Vinson 
in the Gulf region. 

The destroyer USS 
Stump, capable of firing 
Tomahawk cruise missiles, 
has also Joined the Fifth 
Fleet in the region as part of 
its normal rotation, 

Mr. Perry said the 23 F16 
planes to be based in 
Bahrain would be involved 
in enforcing the “no-fly” 
zone over southern Iraq. 

"Just vesierdav we had 


conducted more than 100 
sorties over southern Iraq," 
Mr. Perry said. 

Discussing the allied war- 
planes* Operation Southern 
Watch in general, Mr. Perry 
said: 

“That operation has been 
challenged by the Iraqis. 
They bad ch^lenged it by 
reconstituting air defence 
units in ±e area, they chal- 
lenged it by moving mobile 
... missiles in the area. They 
challenged it by firing six 
missiles at an airplane." 

Mr. Perry’s statement 
about the challenges was at 
first misinterpret^ to refer 
to new attacks on U.S. 
planes since Iraq said Fri- 
day that it would stop such 
firings. However, Mr. Perry 
was referring 19 the overall 
mission. 

“We will not tdlerate 
threats to, pur air crews and 
anything .ihat Iraq does to 
tbieaten our air crbws will 
meet with a very strong 
response.” Mr. Peiry said. 

Defense Department 
spokesman Ll Scott 
Campbell confirmed that 
I^. Perry was referring to 
earlier attacks on U.S. war- 
planes. 

Although Bahrain agreed 
to host the F-I 6 s, Mr. Perry 
was not able to obtain per- 
mission from Kuwait to 
deploy 5,000 additional 
y.S. troops in that emirate. 
U.S. officials bad said pre- 
viously that the troops were 
being sent from Fort Hood, 
Texas, but that operation 
was put on hold. 

“I have not authorised 
that deployment order and 
will not until I get the 
authorisation of the 
Kuwaiti government,” Mr. 
Perry sjud just before leav- 


ing Kuwait for Bahrain. 

Mr. Perry said he had 
sought permission from 
Kuwait's Emir Sheikh 
Jaber Al Ahmed Al Sabah, 
who said the request would 
be discussed by Kuwait's 
defence committee. 

Asked if a fresh round of 
strikes against Iraq were 
still possible, Mr. Perry 
said, “Yes, it is still a possi- 
bility.” 

Kuwait last week agreed 
to host a batch of U.S. F- 
117A Stealth attack planes, 
a move that prompted harsh 
criticism from Iraq. 

Kuwait's . bloclung the 
troop deployment, at least 
temporarily, was something 
of an about face after its 
bellicose comments of 
recent days. 

On Saturday, Information 
Minister SheiJtii Saud Nass- 
er Al-Sabah revived 
,Kuwait*s.calli -for the ouster 
of Pre^sident Saddam.- 

With other Arab countries 
objecting to further attacks 
on Iraq, Kuwait may be get- 
ting cold feet, said AMul 
Ri&a Asiri, a political sci- 
ence professor at Kuwait 
University. 

Kuwait is “apprehensive 
about the Arab reaction” 
and wants to consult its 
regional allies before decid- 
ing whether to allow the 
troop deployment, Mr. Asiri 
said. 

Before visiting Kuwait. 
Mr. Perry was in Saudi 
Arabia, where some 5,0(X) 
U.S. military personnel are 
based. But the Saudis have 
' not allowed the Americans 
to launch air strikes against 
Iraq from their territory. 

U.S. ships and planes 
were headed to the ^^ddle 
East in a show of force. 


members of a 1 , 200 -strong 
American contingent 
already in Kuwait fired live 
artillery rounds Saturday in 
military exercises near the 
Iraqi border. 

Iraqi troops were so close 
to the Kuwaiti border that 
the U.S. troops on the other 
side heard their artUIeiy 
fue. The Iraqi troops appar- 
ently were conducting their 
own exercises. 

Jalal Talabani, leader of 
the Patriotic Union of Kur- 
distan CPUK), and his top 
commanders have taken 
refuge in Iran foUowing 
their defeat by a rival Kur- 
dish group in northern 
Kurdish and Iranian 
sources said Sunday. ' 

Mr. Talabani. who was 
driven out of his stronghold 
in the town of 
Sulaimaniyeh on Sept 9 
by fighters of- the Iraqr- 
ailied.^ -Kurdistan Democra- 
tic Party (KDP>, is trying to 
reorganise his forces, the 
sources said. 

Talabani ... is in 
Iranian Kurdistan and is 
moving around 

the border region" meet- 
ing with his followers, one 
of the sources said. 

Tens of thousands of 
Kurds fled northern Iraq for 
the border with Iran fol- 
lowing the KDP’s military 
offensive, fearing a return 
of Iraqi control over ±e 
region Iraq following a 
five-year hiatus. 

Several Iranian corre- 
spondents said Mr. Ihlabani 
had been sighted in the 
Baneh region of Iranian 
Kurdistan. 

Among the top PUK lead- 
ers who have taken refuge 
in Iran are the commander 
in chief of PUK forces 


Chokat HaJ Mochir, the 
director of PUK television 
Abbas Abdeu Razagh and 
Abdul Ghahar Aziz Ali, 
mini ster of reconstruction 
in the "Kurdish govern- 
ment,” which is not recog- 
nised internationally, the 
sources said. 

In a statement Thursday, 
the Puk claimed that Mr. 
Talabani was still in Iraqi 
Kurdistan and a PUK 
spokesman in London said 
he remained in the 
Sulaimaniyeh region. 

Hundreds of Kurds 
clutching suitcases crossed 
the Itirldsh border on Sun- 
day at the start of an evacu- 
ation by pro-U.S. Iraqis 
who fear Baghdad's 
increased 

influence in northern Iraq, 
witnesses said. 

The Kurds, brought to the 
border in a-fleei of battered 
buses and jeeps, walked 
across foe Habur Bridge 
crossing for. passage to 
Turkey from where they 
were to be processed for 
asylum in the United States. 

“I feel great. I just want 
to get across that bridge,” 
said a refugee who identi- 
fied himself only as 
Moyyad. A Ttirkisb tank 
wait^ on the other side of 
the border. 

As many as 2.SOO Iraqi 
Kurds were to be relocated 
to a camp in the Ttirldsh 
town of Silopi. Most 
worked as employees of 
U.S. aid programmes and 
the U.S.-led air operation 
patrolling a no-fly zone in 
northern Iraq. But some 
arebelieved to have been 
engaged- in intelligence 
activities for the Ameri- 
cans. 


First results expected today 


Arabs warn Israel ties would suffer 


(Continued from page 1) 

independent monitoring 

group told AFP: "We 

think the turnout is lower” 
— around 50 per cent. 

The ruling SDA Muslim 
part)' late Saturday called 
for results in Serb-held 
Bosnia to be declared 
liovalid, citing media 
restrictions and the Serbs 
failure to allow Muslims 
to return. 

Richard Holbrooke, the 
architect of Bosnia's Day- 
ton peace accords, said 
Saturday he had not seen 
“anything as yet that 
would make these elec- 
tions invalid,” dismissirig 
the protest as "no big 
deal' which would be 
dealt with. 

Bosnian President Alija 
Izetbegovic gave a quali- 
fied welcome to the vote 
which in many parts of the 
country' "provided Bosn- 
ian citizens with the real 
opportunitv’ to e.\^ress 
their democratic will.” 

But in a reference to his 
SDA’s protest he added: 
“Some of our political 
parties have already 
^.expressed their grave con- 
^cem." 

Bosnian Serb officials 
meanwhile suspended the 
ballot count in Serb-nin 
areas Sunday citing 
■‘irregularities” concern- 
ing overseas postal bal- 


lots. Some 640.000 Bosni- 
ans regisiered to vote 
abroad. 

Sir Kenneth Scon, vice- 
chairman of the provision- 
al elections commission 
for Bosnia said the move 
had been sparked by “a 
genuine misunderstand- 
ing” that was later 
resolved. An OSCE offi- 
cial here later confirmed 
counting had resumed. 

Early Sunday, Hol- 
brooke held talks in Bel- 
grade with Serbian Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic, 
late aruiouncing in Saraje- 
vo that the presidents of 
Bosnia and Serbia would 
meet in Paris within three 
weeks, “to develop diplo- 
matic relations.” 

Milosevic, who signed 
the Dayton peace accords 
on behalf of the Bosnian 
Serbs, his one-time pro- 
tegees, is widely regarded 
as the instigator of the 
wars in the former 
Yugoslavia. * 

TTie vote was charac- 
terised by a huge return of 
Bosnian Serbs to areas 
controlled by the Serb 
repulic in Bosnia, and a 
trickle of Muslim and 
Croat voters returning to 
cast their ballots in areas, 
now under Serb control, 
from which they were 
"ethnically cleansed." 


(Continned from page Ij 

of the foreign ministers’ 
meeting, which was held in 
Cairo. 

Conflicts reportedly 
emerged in the meeting, 
which is held twice a year 
under the auspices of the 
22-member Arab League. 

At a session Saturday, the 
Libyan and Syrian foreign 
ministers blamed Palestin- 
ian leader Yasser Arafat for 
the stalemate. 

"'Ilie situation now is a 
logical outcome of failing 
to coordinate with the 
Arabs,” Mr. Sharaa said. 

Egyptian officials sud 
meanwhile that U.S. Mid- 
dle East coordinator Dennis 
Ross should bring new pro- 
posals to help unblock the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace 
talks during h'ls forthcom- 
ing tour of the region 

“Ross will cany with him 
certain ideas and we hope 
he will come with a clear 


vision concerning all the 
tracks, including the Pales- 
tinian track," said senior 
Egyptian presidential advi- 
sor Osama Al Baz. 

“We cazmot concentrate 
on only one track of the 
peace process." he smd. 

Mr. Ross is expected to 
visit Israel and Syria next 
week in a bid to re-launch 
their peace negotiations 
which have been stalled 
since February. 

The State Department 
said Wednesday that the 
United States would pass 
on certain information to 
Syria following the visit to 
Washington this month of 
Mr. Netanyahu. 

“We have produced some 
ideas that we hope might 
lead to progress and con- 
vince Israel and S^a that 
they ought to reinitiate con- 
versations," said State 
Department spokesman 
Nicholas Bums. 

Mr. Baz stressed that it 


was up to Israel to take 
“positive and concrete steps 
over the next few weeks to 
reactivate the peace process 
which the Jewish state has 
plunged into a serious cri- 
sis." 

Meanwhile Syria's 
Sharaa said his country had 
not been informed of any 
U.S.-Israeli proposal to 
resume negotiations with 
Damascus. 

“Any proposal which is 
far frx>m Syria's vision is 
unacceptable," he said after 
talks with Mr. Mubarak. 

Mr. Sharaa reiterated that 
Syria was ready to resume 
peace talks with Israel from 
where they stopped in Feb- 
ruary ‘based on the princi- 
ple of trading land for 
peace.” 

'^e negotiations will 
only be unblocked if Israel 
changes its intransigent 
policy,” Mr. Sharaa said. 


Police keep tight lid 


husband to work at 6:45 
a.m. 

Neighbours said that 
they saw the two children 
playing on the balcony of 
their third floor apartment 
at 7:00 a.m. 


(Continued firom-page 12) 

When the mother 
returned home at 7:15 to 
take them to school she 
tried to open the iiom door 
and found her daughter's 
body blocking the 
entrance. 


She then discovered her 
son's defiinct body in his 
bedroom. 

Officials have ruled out 
the possibility pf food poi- 
soning. 
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Happiness may 
lie in your stars 


By Daniel Goleman 

NEW YORK — When it 
comes to that quintessen- 
tial American passion, the 
pursuit of happiness, the 
news from science is 
mixed. 

The good news is that 
the sting of life’s slings 
and arrows is surprisingly 
short. The bad news is for 
vacationers: the mellow 
glow from a week or two 
away will fade just as 
surely. 

Happiness, many psy- 
chologists are concluding, 
seems to be largely deter-! 
mined by the genes, not by 
outside reality. However, 
tragic or comic life's ups 
and downs, people appear 
to return inexorably to 
whatever happiness level 
is pre-set in ^eir constitu- 
tion. 

The idea is similar to the 
set-point concept in 
weight control, a theory 
that says the brain seems 
to be wired to turn the 
body's metabolism up or 
down to maintain a pre-set 
weight. 

There is also, these sci- 
entists contend, a set jroint 
for happiness, a genetical- 
ly determined mood level 
that the vagaries of life 
may nudge upward or 
downward, but only for a 
while. With time, the 
grouchy tend to become as 
cranky as before, and the 
lighthearted cheery again. 

Interviews with a range 
of psychologists show that 
the idea of a biological set 
point for a sense of well- 
being has wide suppon in 
the field, though there are 
quibbles on details. 

“It's a brilliant idea — 
it's well-worth pursuing," 
said Dr. Jerome Kagan, a 
developmental psychglo- 
gisrat Harvard umversity 
who- has studied tempera- 
ment' in children.' “It's 
clear that T.S. Eliot was by 
nature dour, and Jay Leno 
is congenitally upbeat. But 
we. are far from filling in 
the biological blanks.” 

The set-point idea seems 
to make sense of long- 
standing data on happiness 
that have puzzled 
researchers. Some of the 
studies simply take peo- 
ple's word for bow happy 
they are, while others use 
less direct measures — 
like observing bow exu- 
berant they are. 

Studies of happiness in 
several countries have 
found that money makes 
little difference to percep- 
tions of happiness, except 
among the very poor. Nor 
do ^ucation, marriage 
and a family, or any of the 


many other variables that 
researchers have sought to 
correlate with content- 
ment. Each factor may 
make a person a little hap- 
pier, but it has a minor 
impact, compared with the 
individual's characteristic 
sense of well-being. 

“We find that for events 
like being promoted or 
losing a lover, most of the 
effect on people's mood is 
gone by three months, and 
there's not a trace by six 
months,” said Dr. Edward 
Diener, a psychologist at 
the University of Illinois 
at Urbana. Dr. Diener, 
with his wife. Dr. Carol 
Diener, also a psycholo- 
gist there, pro(Wsed the 
notion of a happiness set 
point in the May issue of 
the journal Psychological 
Science. 

Foiget those if-only-I- 
could-win-the-lottery-I’d- 
find-happiness-forever 
fantasies: Dr. Edward 

Diener cites data showing 
that lottery winners are no 
happier a year after their 
good fortune than they 
were before. 

TTie set-point concept 
has been seized by some 
genetics researchers, who 
say new data on twins give 
the strongest support to 
date for that idea, 

“About half of your 
sense of well-being is 
determined by your set 
point, which is from the 
genetic lotteiy, and the 
other half from the sor- 
rows and pleasures of the 
last hours, days or weeks," 
said Dr. David T. Lykken. 
a behavioural geneticist at 
the University of Min- 
nesota who published 
results from a study of 
1,5(X) pairs of twins in the 
May issue of Psychologi- 
cal .Science. His estimates 
are based on 'comparing 
bow members of pairs or 
fraternal wd identical 
twins rate their sense of 
well-being. 

A common way to esti- 
mate how much of a trait 
is based on genetics is'to 
look at the simUaritles tiiai 
show up in identical twins, 
who share their genes 100 
per cent, compared with 
Internal twins, who are no 
more similar genetically 
than any other siblings. 

“There is little difference 
in well-being among iden- 
tical twins raised together, 
compared with those 
raised apart,” said Dr. 
Auke Tellegen of the Um- 
versity of >^nnesota, a co- 
author of the study with 
Dr. Lykken. Life circum- 
stances, like salary, educa- 
tion or marital status, pre- 
dicted only 2 per cent of 


the variation within each 
pair of twins. Dr. Lykken 
said. 

"Those in prestigious 
positions or professions 
were not happier than 
those who went to work in 
overalls, nor were those 
who finished their Ph.D.s 
happier than those who 
never completed eighth 
grade. You can predict 
happiness levels vastly 
better just by knowing the 
other identical twin's 
score." 

Still, doubts remain 
about the set-point idea. 
Dr. Howard Weiss, a psy- 
chologist at Purdue Uni- 
versity. takes issue with 
Dr. Lykken's estimate that 
about 50 per cent of a per- 
son’s sense of well-being 
is due to an inherited set 
point. 

“A heritabilit>' estimate 
based on a single study 
has to be viewed with cau- 
tion," Dr. Weiss said. 
“Though no one is disput- 
ing a part of your satisfac- 
tion in life is due to genet- 
ic factors, we don't really 
know yet if it’s 25 per 
cent, 50 per cent or 75 per 
cent. 

The idea that a person's 
typical mood persists over 
time has been borne out by 
data from several la^e 
studies that followed peo- 
ple over many years. One 
is the NfUion^ Health and 
Nutrition Exammation, 
which monitoi^ reports 
of well-being from close 
to 6,(X)0 men and women 
over 10 years. 

“We find that the people 
who are relatively happi- 
est now will be the happi- 
est 10 years from now, 
despite the da^-to-day 
fluctuations." said Dr. 
Robert R. McCrae, a 
research psychologist at. 
the National Institute on 
Aging. Dr. Li^ken sees in 
his data a reciptf for Living 
that calls for nudging 
one's level of happiness 
into the higher registers of 
one's range. Dr. Lykken's 
advice: 

“3e an experiential epi- 
cure. A steady diet of sim- 
ple pleasures will keep 
you above your set point. 
Find the small things that 
you know give you a little 
high — a good meal, 
woridng in tiie garden, 
time with friends — and 
sprinkle your life with 
them. In a long-run, that 
will leave you happier 
than some grand achieve- 
ment that gives you a big 
liffifor a while." 


International Herald 
IVibune 


Algerian parties sign anti-terrorism accord 


(Continued Cit>n] page 1) 

the Algerian national inter- 
esL" . 

But above all, he made 
clear that the govemment'!s 
stance on fundamentalism 
has not softened, warning 
that Algeria cannot tolerate 
the “criminal and bar- 
barous" action of the 
extremists. 

“1 renew ray appeal to 
those who have strayed, to 
those who have been 
deceived, to respond to 
their minds and their place 
in the country,” Mr. Zer- 
oual said. 

“The hand of clemency 
has been grasped by a sig- 
nificant number of the lost. 
This band is sdH extended 


and they can still take it," 
he added. 

The text of the treaty, 
entitled a “platform for 
national ' understanding," 
sets out the framewo^ 
principles foe a policy 
statement rejecting vio- 
lence, and affirms adher- 
ence to “political pluralism 
... and respect for the con- 
stitution and laws of the 
republic.” 

Signatories representing 
19 parties on the National 
Transitional Council, along 
with eight parties which 
have taken part in a “dia- 
logue” with Mr. Zeroual in 
recent months, ^en 
atonal organisatimis 
including the trade union 
organisation UGTA, and 


four other delegates,' 
signed the document under 
the president's gaze. 

The wording of the text 
was not discussed by the 
conference, delegates 
being allowed simply to 
make short speeches. 

Mr. Zeroual said he was 
satisfied with the “sense of 
responsibility and the spir- 
it of harmony'' which pro- 
vided “proof of our nation- 
al cohesion despite certain 
cyclical differences.” 

While the government 
media hailed tiie confer- 
ence on Sunday, indepen- 
dent newspapers voiced 
scepticism. ’Ibe privately 
owned Al Watan described 
it as “a difficult accord to 
seal.” 


Iraq voices satisfaction over Arab position 


(Continued foom page 1) 

ahead with plans to set up a 
"security zone” in northern 
Iraq. 

“Syria rejects any step 
which Turkey might take 
on the ground such as the 
creation of security zones. 
These are measures that set 
the stage for the division of 
Iraq," Mr. Sharaa said. 

Turkey said it wanted to 
set up the buffer zone to 
stop infiltrations from Iraq 
of rebels of the Tbrkisb 
Kurdish Labour Party 


(TKK), which has been 
locked in a violent struggle 
with Ankara since 1984 to 
set up a separatist slate in 
southeast Ttirkey. 

On Saturday the' Arab 
League underlined its 
“strong condemnation of 
the interference by some 
neighbouring countries in 
tire inteniiri affsurs of an 
Arab state member of the 
Arab League council,” in 
reference to Iraq. 

It also expressed “its 
extreme concern because of 
the foreign interference that 


threatens the unity, security 
and territory of Iraq,” in a 
deaf reference to the Unit- 
ed States which is building 
troops in the region. 

Mr. Sahaf dismissed as 
“completely unjustified" 
U.S. cruise missile attacks 
on his country earlier this 
month and said a U.S. 
troop build-up in the region 
was "a show of muscle.” 

"This superpower is act- 
ing in a very hysterical 
way," he said. 
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IMF: World economy sound, but 
problems could arise in Europe 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The world economy is basi- 
cally sound but problems 
could arise due to lackluster 
growth in Europe, the 
^put>' managing director of 
the Iniemational Monetary 
Fund (IMF) has said. 

“It looks reasonably 
good," Stanley Fisher said 
of the international econo- 
my at a press conference to 
release the fund's annual 


repon. 

“There is low inflation in 
the Group of Seven (G-7) 
countries (Britain, Canada. 
France. Germany, Italy. 
Japan and the United States) 
and the Japanese recovery is 
underway," he said. 

“If there ore difficulties, 
they could be associated 
with the possibility that 
growth in Europe doesn’t 
happen in combination with 
the need to meet the 
Maastricht criteria” for a 
unified currency. 

The Europeaii Union (EU) 
wants to introduce a unified 
currency in 1999. 

The ^nd is expected to 
publish its semi-annual 
report on the world eco- 
nomic outlook on Sept. 25. 

The IMF called on the 
United States to postpone 
tax cuts until real progress 


has been made toward bal- 
ancing the federal budget. 

The IMF said fund direc- 
tors were concerned that 
budget plans presented by 
both the Clinton 
Adnunistradon and the 
Republican-led ■ Congress 
placed the priority on tax 
rather than expenditure cuts. 

It warned that such a pro- 
cedure ‘^vould delay much 
of the deficit reduction until 
the end of a seven- or 10- 
year period’* 

“Directors felt it would be 
desirable to defer the intro- 
duction of any tax cuts until 
visible progress bad been 
made towa^ balancing the 
budget,” tte report said. 

The IMF urged 
Washington to take steps to 
boost domestic savings, 
reduce the national debt and 
roll back inflation. 

The report chided the 
United States for its reliance 
on sanction threats as a 
means of settling trade dis- 
putes. 

While b^'ling 

Washington's support for 
trade liberalisation, “direc- 
tors regretted that frequent 
recourse by the United 
States to unilateral trade 
actions risked underminiog 
these cot^rative efforts.” 


The IMF “encouraged the 
(U.S.) authorities to make 
more active use of existing 
multilateral procedures, and 
hoped that any future trade 
disputes could be resolved 
without threats of trade 
sanctions." 

Fund directors also credit- 
ed the U.S. Federal Reserve, 
or centra] bank, for its raoo- 
etaty policies in 1994 and 
early 1995. notably for hav- 
ing listened credit ahead 
of an increase in price pres- 
sures. 

The IMF hailed China’s 
‘^impressive" economic per- 
formance. notably its move 
toward an open market and 
efforts to curb runaway 
growth, ‘directors wel- 
comed China’s continued 
impressive economic per- 
formance and ... moves 
toward a market-based sys- 
tem. to strengthen macro- 
economic ma^ement and 
to further integrate the 
country into the global 
economy,” the repon said. 

Hie IMF noted that infla- 
tion in China had been 
reduced from 25 per cent in 
October 1994 to around 
eight per cent by the end of 
1995, while real growth in 
gross domestic product 
mo^rated from 12 cent 


in 1994 to 10 per cent last 

year. 

IMF offidals "'conunend- 
ed the successful modera- 
tion of growth and demand 
toward nuire sustainable 
rates and reduction of infla- 
tion to single 

But die cep<Mt disclosed 
that the IMF remained 
“concerned at the decline m 
the ratio of fiscal revenne to 
GDP, which'had i^^sitat- 
ed a compression in bud- 
getaiy e^qienditine." 

Given its strong external 

position, China coold now 
afford to speeti up trade lib- 
eralisation, accox^ng to the 
IMF. “Directors attached 
particular importance to 
reducing quantitative 
restrictions and liberalising 
foreign trading rights,” die 
report said. It argued ifaai a 
campaign to reform state- 
own^ enterp^cs would 
require “intensified efforts 
to establish a social safety 
net and to ei^urage labour 
mobility in the non-state 
sector.” *The food ^so urged 
Chinese authorities to 
reduce sul»idies and other 
fln^cial support to state 
fimM* 


Arab fiscal policies block investment 



ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab states need to caiiry 
out more reforms to attract 
foreign capital because their 
fiscal policies are still dis- 
suading the investment 

needed for economic 

growth, an Arab official has 
said. 

By the end of 1994, Arab 
investors had nearly $850 
billion id overseas assets 
while capital inflow into the 
region stood at only $1.7 
billion compared with the 
world’s total private capital 
of $225 billion, said Saleh 
Humeidan, general manager 
of the A^ Investment 
Company (AIC). 

“This -means the share of 
Ajab states from direct 
mteraadonal mvestment did 
not exceed 0.8 per cent in 
1994 coo^ared with an 


average 3.4 per cent during 
the 19S0s,” he wrote in the 
United Arab Emirates eco- 
nomic weekly A1 Eqtisadi. 

“There are still several 
obstacles for foreign invest- 
ment in the Arab countries 
although many of them are 
carrying Out reform pro- 
grammes.** be pointed out. 

“One of the main reasons 
is the unstable financial and 
monetary policies in some 
members as this is leading 
to inflation and fluctuation 
in exchange rates, and con- 
^uently erosion in the 
invested funds." Mr. 
Humeidan indicated. 

Egypt, Jordan and several 
Other Arab countries have 
been locked in reforms at 
the request of the 

intemadonal Monetary 

Fund to tackle their long- 


standing economic woes, 
including debt, inflation, 
unemployment and finan- 
cial deficits. 

In the Gulf. Sauth Arabia 
and other oil producers have 
also embarked on refonns 
to repair economic damage 
caus^ by weak oil prices. 

Arab officials have often 
called for the repatriation of 
pan of the overseas invest- 
ment to ensure the success 
of reforms. But only a frac- 
tion of those funds, based 
returned. 

“The incentives for 
investment in the Arab 
World are either insufficient 
or are not being implement- 
ed, ** said Mr. Humeidan, 
whose Riyadh-based group 
is owned by the govern- 
ments of 15 of the 22-mem- 
ber .Arab League. 


‘The stock exchanges sat 
also suffering from fegUla- 
tive and organisational 
problems while investment 
scopes for the private sector 
are still narrow because of 
the domioatioD of the .state 
over a large part of econom- 
ic sectors." Mr. Humeidan 
said improvemem of the 
mvestment climate was 
essential for the success of 
reforms as returning foods 
would provide financii^ for 
development projects and 
allow region^ states to 
avert high-cost boirowing. 

’“Capi^ flow into the 
Arab region is very impor- 
tant os it will not result in a 
large increase in (febts, 
especially after the torn! 
Arab foreign debt readied 
nearly $250 billion at die 
end of 1995," he said. 


y.- 



IMF to scrap $4b of Egyptian debt next month 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 
Internationa) Monetary 
Fund (IMF) is to sign an 
agreement with Egypt next 
month scrapping repayment 
of debt estimated at some 
$4 billion. President Hosni 
Mubaralc has said. 

“The new agreement with 
the Internationa) Monetary 
Fund concemlng thie 
remova) of t)ie third slice of 
Egypt’s debt wi)I be signed 


High interest rates could throttle Indian growth — central 'bank 


BOMBAY (AFP) — Bank 
lending rates in India are 
still too high and could 
throttle economic activity if 
not brought down to "rea- 
sonable" levels, the coun- 
try's central bank has 
warned. 

The Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) said in its annu- 
al report that the hardening 
of lending. rates during the 
fi.scal year to March 1996 
was a matter of serious con- 
cern. 

It argued that “with the 
decline in the inflation rate, 
the real rates of interest are 
in double digits which is 
clearly unsustainable, given 
the expect^ growth of the 
economy." 

With inflation at around 
five per cent, demand for 
bank credit could be forced 
down and “eventually lead 
to decline in activity.” the 
RBI said. 

“Escalation of interest 
rates would hurt the finan- 
cial system and it is essen- 


tial that banks charge rea- 
sonable lending rams that 
balance the demand' for and 
supply of foods,” said the 
bank. • 

The RBI noted that banks 
had eased prime lending 
rates by 0.5 percentage 
point recently “but in view 
of the low inflation rate, 
further reductions are nec- 
essary.” 

India’s largest bank, the 
state-owned State Bank of 
India, last week said it was 
cutting lending rates to top- 
rated borrowers by 0.5 per- 
centage point to 15.5 per 
cent. 


market borrowings by fed- 
eral and state governments 
had starved coiporates of 
funds, even though industry 
grew at w annual rate of 12 
per cent. 

Banks are curready flush 
with funds as corporations 
are unwilling to twrrow at 
such high rates. The RBI 
said government borrow- 
ings from the market con- 
tinued to be high and could 
keep lending rates at high 
levels. 

‘The quantum of govem- 
mem borrowing from the 
maiket has remained exces- 
sively high and net borrow- 
a 


inflation rate,” said the 
RBI. 

Meanwhile, India is rais- 
ing the ceiling cm foreign 
equity participation in non- 
core industries to 74 per 
cent. 

“We are raising the limit 
(on foreign direct invest- 
ment) up to 74 per cent fM* 
non-core, non-strategic 
industry.” Finance Miniver 
P. Chidambaram told a c<hi- 
fereoce on banking and 
investment. The coireut 


limit is 51 percent. 

Industry leaders wel- 
comed the move, saying it 
would lure more foreign 
investors and bring in more 
foreign capital to help the 
economy. “It is certainly a 
good and encouraging step. 
The list of automatic 
approvals up to 74 per cent 
needed to be expanded,” V 
Raghuraman. secretary gen- 
eral of Associated 
Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry, told Reuters. 


Other banks are expected " ings in 1995-96 was at 
to follow. But analysts high of 267 billion rupees 


pointed out only a handful 
of top blue-chip companies 
get money at 16 per cent a 
year while others have to 
pay rates of between 19 and 
35 per cent 

Analysts said lending 
rates have been at “unsus- 
tainably high levels'.’ for the 
past IS months as huge 


($7.62 bUlion). 

“Net government market 
borrowings for 1996-97 
have been budgeted at 254 
billion rupees ($7.25 billion 
). The large market borrow- 
ing would have the TOten- 
adverse effect of very 
high real rates of interest, in 
view of the distinctly lower 


THE Daily Crossword by C.F. Murray 


ACROSS 
1 Alleviated 
5 Herring kin 
10 Make 
deceptively 
attractive 

1 4 Without peer 

1 5 Norse god 

16 Nautical word 

17 Farrell's Lonigan 
1 6 Biblical letter 

abbr. 

19 Tilt 

20 Rocky crag 

21 Illusory prospect 
24 Bright flash 

26 Howard or Ely 

27 Layers 

29 Referring to a 
topic 

34 Papal robe 

35 Pan of a snare 

36 Parseghian 

37 Valley of 
vineyards 

38 Specks 

39 Problem for 
Faldo? 

40 Hole in one 

41 Crammed 

42 Smelting mixture 

43 Made like new 

45 Talk idly 

46 Wrath 

47 Of television 

48 Antoinette's 
offering? 

53 Snooze 

56 Appearance 

57 Ampoule 

58 Fireplace 

60 — of Cleves 

61 Sea eagle 

62 Way 

63 Nidus 

64 Remainder 

65 Of a region 
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DOWN 

1 Orient 

2 Choir voice 

3 Envious one's 
reaction? 

4 Tip 

5 Notwithstanding 

6 Driving hazard 

7 Certain Arizonan 


AB n^B iMarvad. 

8 Related 

9 Cause suffering 

1 0 Lead source 

11 — duVent 

12 News source, at 
times 

13 Gainsay 

22 — pinch 

23 Abase 
25 Tra — 

27 Detection 

device 

2B Use transparent 
paper 

29 Lugged around 

30 Ch^ped out 
weeds 

31 Shrew’s 
weapon? 

32 Choleric 

33 Escapade 
35 Zilch 

38 Besides 

39 London gallery 

41 Deadheaij 

42 Dessert wine 

44 Designate 

45 Network listing 
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47 Parking aide 
46 Scheme 

49 Heroine of The 
Last Days of 
Pompeii" 

50 Many, many 
moons 


51 Let go 

52 Lets go 

54 Can. prov. 

55 Mannalade 
piece 

59 Neither's 
partner 




THE BETTER HALF. 

By Glasbergen 



Tve never been good with budgets 
Which IS better, squat or diddly squat?” 


on Oct. 11.” President 
Mubarak told the ruling 
National Democratic Party 
newspaper Mayo. 

The agreement will allow 
Egypt to obtain from the 
Paris Club of Nations which 
finances IMF development 
loans the annuUment of the 
third and last ' slice of 
Egyptian debt estimated at 
around $4 billion. In 
August, followii^ a trip to 
W^ngtOD during which 
he met IMF officials, 
President Mubarak 

announced that Egypt had 
reached an agreement with 
the international lending 
institution to scrap the debt 

He stressed that the 
accord should not be seen as 
an additional burden on the 
population nor should it 
le^ to an increase in the 
cost of public services or 


staple foods. 

Egypt launched in 1991. 
wiih'the cooperation of the 
IMF. a programme to 
reform Uie economy 
through a series of privati- 
sations. 

In 1994, citing the slow- 
ness of the programine. the 
IMF refused to forgive 
Egypt's debt. 

But President Mubarak 
told Mayo that Egypt was 
determined to go ahead with 
its economic reforms pro- 
gramme. 

“We are now reaping the 
fruit of the economic 
reforms without which we 
would not have have a base 
to rely upon for our eco- 
nomic development and to 
attract investments." 

President Mubarak said in 
the interview. 

He cited a.«: an example the 


T>UT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hanri AmoU and Mika Argirlon 


UnsoramUe these lour Jumblas, 
one teller to each square, to terin 
(our ordinary words. 
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CINEW 
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GREEME 





WHAT THE VI^ITOR^ 
exPEBIENCeC? AT 
THE RW2K. 


LEHTAH 

□ 




Now arrange Uie circled iellers to 
term ihe surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the abo^ cartoon. 




Ybsierda/s 


JumUes: 

Answer: 


(Answers lomonow) 
EXUDE USURV TANDEM FATHOM 
Her chances ol winning their dispute was 
this — ’HEMOTE’ 


Peanuts 



I didn't 

LIKE IT.. 

0 

I 

f . 


iyfl: 



SHE MADE ME LOOK 
LIKE DAFFH' duck, 



Andy Capp 


SHE CANT MAIT T09ET , 
, AAAfEmeo-5iU.YeiRL. 
WH«'SAY>OU,FLO? 


C MSn 
piyr a*e<>«ec*riwmTrPa«’*'Ni( njtr- 
(MEWCAsnoeny ■ 



Mutt’n Capp 


1 DONY SEE ANYTHING 
VKRONG IN TAKING MOTHER 
TOTHEGAME.^ 



current foreign reserves of 
tbe central bank wfoch be 
said stood at $17 billioo 
“for the first time in the his- 
tory of EgypL" 


HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
MONDAY SEPTEM- 
BER 16, 1996 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19)'You have many 
private affairs to handle 
so persevere in a positive 
fashion. Don’t go off on 
any tangents later 
tonight. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 2 1 ) Friends are busy 
with own affairs so do 
not ask favours at all 
today. Handle your own 
affairs more intelligently 
and get good results. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Apply yourself 
to problematical affairs 
and solve them weU 
today. Follow through 
with what bigwigs expect 
of. you 1 ( 1 ; terms of your 
career. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) You 
had better study that new 
venture at this time and 
clear up the obstacles in 
it before you commit 
yourself to them. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21} You nave taken on 
more responsibility than 
you can handle today, but 
do only whatever you can 
handle without getting 
into difficulties. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Postpone 
a discussion with a fel- 
low associate since it 
would prove endless 
today, but later this 
evening brings better 
results for you. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) The tasks 
ahead of you seems end- 
less today, but cany on in 
the best way you can. 
Schedule your time anri 
activities wisely. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Be 
more willing to do what 
your mate desires at this 
time. Help a friend, but 
keep aside time for your- 
self which is importanL 
SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to 
December .21) If a dis- 
agreement i.s brewing at 
home today, cry to stall it 
off. This is a good day to 
invite guests into your 
home to spend time mth 
your loved ones. 
CAPRICORN: 
(December 22 to January 
20) Improve travel mat- 
lera today so that every- 
thing worki sm(X}thIy. 
Get coimsunicatiODS well 
handled so itot t^re are 
no misunderstandings. 
AQUARIUS: (Januaiy 
21 to February 19) This is 
not a good day today or 
evening to reach a deci- 
sion about property or 
money matters, since 
your judgement is not so 
good. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) You have to 
stop ihinldng so nega- 
tively today and get bet- 
ter results. Others are 
feeling depressed so con- 
centrate on something 
pleasant. • 

Birthstone of 
September: Sapphire 
— Lapis Lazuli. 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan TimeS/ Monday, September 16,1996 



Arab trade fund lends Jordan $22.6m 


ABU DHABI (AH*) — Ad official Arab fund 
created five years ago to boost flagging inier- 
Ardj trade has ^ it would give Jordan a 
credit of $22^ nuUioD to finance food innxxts 
notn some menrber stales. 

The 18-moDth oedit the Arab Trade Fund 
Rrogramme (AIFP) brought to $72^ million 

the total value of (aedrts extended to Jordan by 

the AIH* since it was launched in 1991 , the 
Abu Dbabi-based ftmd said in a statemenL 
Fund chaiiman.Jassim A1 Manai signed the. 
CEBiSt agreement with Jardanian central bank 


governor, Ziad Fariz, in Rabat. 

ATFP is based at the Arab Monetary Fund, 
which contributed nearly half its paid up cxpi- 
tal of $500 millioD. The zest came from other 
re^onal financial institutions and banks. 

AIFP finances only home-made products 
with the aim of encouraging local production 
and bolstering inter-Arab trade, which has 
remained below 10 per cent of the total Arab 
commerrial excban^. It does not finance oil 

pFOdUCtiOD. 


Senior world officials call for sweeping 
reform of banking business laws 


CAMBRIDGE, En^and 
(R) — Senior legal offi- 
cials and regulators anend- 
iug a conference on eco- 
nomic crime called for 
sweeping reform of 
intemadonal banking and 
business laws to stc^e at 


crime and comiption. 

Delegates targeted bank- 
ing secrecy laws and the 
protected status of offshore 
financial centres which 
they said have developed 
into havens for money 
laundering by organised 


crime. 

A former advisor to 
British intelligence agen- 
cies MI5 and M16 made a 
highly unusual and public 
criticism of the govern- 
ment for suf^orting offi- 
sbore centres and bank 


secrecy laws. 

David Bickford said 
^'endemic corruption'’ was 
caused by offshore secrecy 
and **it is difficult to see 
why it is tolerated by any 
other ' than those with an 
unlawful disposidon.” 


^«4T 12 

HiCat — 


apUfilllS BASiX CSSTKR WOgul - SBUBISMTS 
mCtOOHEs 6071?2 / 

HMKBT 6BBHS mXCC LZfiV KMt SSRSaY 1S/09/1M4 



wwnro coQUK’s KXMt 


P / s 


DXV. 


!K>. 

OP 

fiuise. 


9u. av 
«lAStdb 


VtLVt 

nussD 


OPIK 

PMCC 


iIQ 


CL08S 

PRZCE 


2SO.DOO 90ft. OM 
3.B00 2. DOG 


l.SlO 

3.700 

5.6«0 

3.040 

1.340 

4.1WI 

3.9S0 

3.430 

l.O^iO 

1.640 


.UO 

2.120 

4.390 

2.«C0 

.490 

3.300 

3.000 
2.230 

.200 

1.000 


*IW0 BART 

n.'KK <iM .irwojur 
it!' . KART rm.Bir. 
i*:dustrziil ubv.hk. 
TfiE fioosneo BX. 
nft.E0KAZT URX 
Mft.ooir Bam 
JOR.ZSLAiae SMK 
30R.ZilT.7:N.Mq: 
Bszr.ki.-tiM. (Bum} 

AMflU l BANS ZRV. 
PB=A0B1.XHT.BX. 


13.7 
11.0 
M.O 
h.3 
13. E 
19.6 
S.9 
ie.6 
18.4 
1.4 
V 
. V 


1.3* 

0.00 

0.00 

4.08 

9.72 
0.00 
T.Q7 

o.oa 

0.00 

6.73 
0.00 
0.00 


56 

1 

33 
S 

34 
h 

44 

46 

3 

4 
1 

33 


3489 

SOS 

S8390 

1450 

lOOOO 

24772 

i4:>ni 

400 

9900 

10090 

11166 


668492 

1S2S 

27282 

3398 

84487 

711 

3SG12 

62343 

1380 

9A0l1 

:6AU 


9AI.0U 

3.09 

1.00 

2.21 

1.97 

3.67 

.9S 

3.88 

3.30 

3.23 
.27 

1.24 


262.00 

«.U9 

2.S9 

6.09 

3.78 

.»» 

3.87 

3.4C 

3.23 

.28 

1.2B 


4.00- 

.OS- 

.0»V 

.OM* 

.OBi 

.03* 

.04- 

.08- 

. 10 * 

. 01 * 

.04* 


Aaha SMcrnK *ityrAi4 


XtCDCXi 193.13 AOIOj *1.47 


131S90 


4.SOO 

3,910 

2.680 


4.000 

2.180 

1.900 


jKjLUiAUtn INaUR. 
JOB RlEifCB ZKfiGR. 
BOLt 1A9D SBDR. 


12.4 

8.3 

6.3 


4.40 

9.13 

0.00 


sc 

3000 

us 


ZHSeBBKE SBCTOR TOXkLS 


ZXBEXi ISl.lO 9019. *0.17 


3189 


896 

ttb7U 

$49 

7039 


4. SO 
2.19 
2.18 


4.B6 

2.19 

s.ie 


.Oft* 

. 01 * 


1.900 1.480 Jm.siscrxzc PRB. U.4 7.27 S9 

1.560 1.140 ZBBX) SLBCCBZeZTr B.B 6. 67 1 

3. BOO 2.0BD 3BZ»Zlie LZnS ' 10.0 8.47 6 

2.ZSO 1.080 HUL. TORTPOLZO e 0.00 49 

1.280 .690 JOROAB ZVXL.ffikD. 17.0 0.00 lO 

10.310 8.3V0 kLRA'Z 'l.h 8.9!i % 

.1.1,60 3.040 ATtAB ZNTT,. mv.taiiie. ll.a S.73 14 

2.180 .460 SAHXA KOflOAflOB a 0.00 47 

2.430 1.700 milPIBD OO. 9.9 6.39 3l 

1.200 .B30 inczoei laud ozv. e e.oe 9 


16080 

60 

3160 

S07M 

101-10 

1200 

h40d 

23688 

72S0 

3880 


128608 
7S 
6090 
4472 3 
11S02 
9600 
1904« 
38972 
U84a 
3893 


1.64 

1.B8 

3.26 

1.26 
.59 

3.39 
3.53 
1. 14 
1.86 
1.00 


l.SS 

1.60 

2.36 

1.29 

•68 

9.00 
3.49 

1.97 

1.64 

1.01 


.Oil 

. 01 * 

.03- 

.03- 

.39- 

.03- 

.03* 

.A3* 

. 01 - 


8ZKVZCS SBOTCft TOTk&S 


ZBDBZ: 1M.36 ICBCi -G.22 


191699 


28S218 


3.770 3.060 JOS. CSfeiEilT PBCT. 10.9 3.A9 21 iUaC 

3.B50 2.710 JQB.PBOS71SIIX KIBES >4.8 0.00 19 74S0 93AA> 

5.960 4.790 A3(AB PCCASB CO. }.'.4 3.48 9 4SS0 iSiH 

lO.iihA R.'fSa JOM. raTHOL . KKPlfUlia 9.4 8.6S 4 245 2273 

1.590 I.ISO HOdUtK iflOUOTBlES 82.3 0.00 1 2S0 380 

3.750 1.680 XEDUS9BZAL COHK.MB. 31.8 0.00 9 1748 4101 

0.150 6.420 00a.tRWS9SD 1QJ.B 9.1 3.83 8 lOOC 7100 

5.01Q 3.100 AMB nOSH. IflUtr. 20.7 8.31 19 6S5< 344M 

6.4SO S.6S0 .70B.CSMUi:c ZRD. 7.6 4.13 3 139 839 

3.600 2.080 M80AB OMK 13.8 8.98 1 SO 168 

3.310 3.800 OBESWkL tCBZM 7.1 . 10.83 3 400 1086 

8.000 4.9S0 BASt ALSAia BV.ZITV. 13.7 4.00 13 3433 131S9 

.740 .480 LSVBSOOOe 9 fOeiCM 9 0.00 l03 3Mv3t.A 3847fcb 

l.SOQ 1.060 ARAB PAKEH eeUV.m. t>.7 8.09 8 3880 3848 

1.170 .860 nTTONAl. 1MB9. 1U.2 8.70 10 700C 186C 

1.940 1.040 CJTBBKSU.J'K'l-Mi.oiiw. 4 U.UU 14 3503 3943 

SiSSO 3.280 3919.0101.1508. 6J.3 0.00 2 49w 1034 

4.360 3.850 , KklL.eAaLK wxHH.HMn td.b 0.00 9 1103 3^71 

3.180 1.080 ARAB PSkBR.CRBH. 27.5 0.00 U bbOO 9786 

1.720 1.060 XAtrrSBR ZRV887. SO. 3 4.29 4 1390 1634 

3.380 1.880 eomr. Hooa.iiiDfi. a. 3 u.4s 9 sioo s «39 

3. ISO 1.140 J0R.aO£.lt290DltCE8 18.1 0.00 77 69S80 HhliaO 

1.700 .860 JOA. n« cAsiB eo. 27.2 e.oo 14 ;9?ao :<*.G9 s 

3.460 1.7S0 EL -XU X£A3% KBT'.B 0 4.00 6 2200 6713 

1.490 1.090 rOBAOeO 38. 0 O.CO 49 48300 S6292 


3.32 

3.13 

b.liO 

9.20 

1.42 

2.29 

7.10 

3.73 

6.10 
3.16 
3.80 
S.OO 

• 71 
1.2ft 
.70 
1.12 

3.30 
2.66 
:.'48 
1.40 

1.73 

1.37 

.98 

1.91 

l.lb 


3.32 
3.2J 
9.YS 
9.25 
1.40 
2.34 
7.10 
3«?7 
6.06 
2. IS 
2.77 
S.OO 

.74 

1.24 

• 89 

l.tk 

2.22 

2.71 

1.47 

1.40 

1.79 

1.44 

1.30 

1.9S 

1.19 


. 01 - 

. 10 * 

.19* 

.05- 

.02 

. 01 * 

.09* 

.05- 

. 01 - 

.03- 

.03-1 

.01 

.034 

.0?* 

.0.** 

. 01 - 

.03* 

.47* 

. 02 - 

.04* 

.04- 



ZKDOSTBZkL 5B«QK ;o»13 ZROEZi 314.88 *CMt 

*1.59 

41? 

886047 

6139U 




aiAKs vom 


ZMBBXs 182 

.11 >ass 

«1.90 

903 

866498 

1989969 







BkmT.tBt 

NXBEK CEMS PftZCl 

Z.Z9X TOR SOKOMT 

1S/G9/1996 





.ftOO 

.910 

GOR.TMQB T»e. 

ic.e 

0.00 

4 

700 

441 

.63 

.43 

.01* 

« 

.950 

.440 

IU7L- COMHBB. CBITBES 

B 

0.00 

10 

2S3SO 

13571 

.48 

.93 

,«2r 

V 

1.600 

l.OftO 

SUIIA *no TNVKSTKBXr 

77.7 

0.00 

8 

soo 

70S 

1.43 

£.49 

.03- 


.980 

.700 

014(00 <VV. .-.QZ 

V7.5 

O.OO 

46 

115588 

37SS1 

.83 

.81 

.03- 


L.300 

.IIS 

kAAB azii.iHvxir;. 

s 

0.03 

31 


7J87V 

.84 

.94 



.970 

.610 

MUU 7000 6 tan. 

E 

e.oo 

14 

8A00 

6448 

.70 

.73 

.03* 


1.780 

1.379 

»n. CBLCRSIE 

1 

0.00 

6 

• liO 

7212 

1.43 

1.42 



1.110 

.930 

ZX3CT3ZX 

0 

0.90 

1 

1100 

SBS 

.82 

.83 

.0£< 


1.100 

.550 

Ekn.K7lT.a*C.BltfZCO 

8 

0.00 

39 

. 46000 • 

27143 

.58 


-.01* 


1.08U 

.770 

JOfOUr STEEL 

t 

0.00 

14 

•600_ 

7778 

.80- 


*.01* 


.040 

.430 

EU9CT.I7I19. 

* 

0.00 

« 

2400'- 

1973 

.13 

• -.s» 



.£90 

.620 

NtOKAftT mkHH. 79 B 

8 

u.eo 

3 

700 

380 

.45 

.48 

m 


1.900 

1.100 

UftioH ‘JOKMces 751 

n 

6.00 

4 

IGOO 

1475 

1.18 

1.17 

.01- 


.880 

.430 

lUC: TSKW. 8S4 

B 

O.M 

8 

7020 

t4C-< 

.«4 

.43 



.060 

.440 

ZR98. EKC. 

31.4 

e.oo 

16 

14900 

7801 


.51 

.01- 


1.460 

.770 


a 

0.00 

10 

6974 

5710 

.01 

.8* 

. 01 * 


.520 

.«30 

FEABL 8W. P. COHV. 

a 

0.00 

1 

1030 

630 

.83 

.43 



.500 

.430 


1 

0.00 

1 

SCO 

310 

.63 

.63 

* 


1.500 

.530 

KZB.SUT «OB9l» 

8.4 

0.00 

21 

3:600 

33314 

.74 

.73 

. 01 - 

«■ 

6.900 


kPAB VrsrL PIPES 

5.0 

6.94 

3 

1000 

3G38 

3.70 

9.4C 

.10- 

OIWIO VOTkl 





224 

2«(8.l4 

18»9’J9 








Msjnr Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices oe it . 


15/119/96 19:06 












US DotUr 

- 

1.5150 

0.8443 

1.2425 

110.50 

1.3694 

1531A7 

1.6992 

S.15SS 


0.6601 

/S A* 

• ^ •• 

0.424J.' 

0^12 

" 73.01 • 

(L9036 

1010.54 


'di«2S' 

CB Sleriling 

1.5520 

1.5520 

• 

1.9300 

171.60 

2.12S3 

2376.84 

2.6372 

8.0013 

‘••'Ca Fr/mic‘-«x 

0.804S 

121,54 

0.5156 


88.89 

1.0986 

1226,62 

136.56 

•4.1366' ■ 

JPYcn 

0.0090 

1.3673 

0.5800 

1.1214 

. 

1J359 

13.82 

153.36 

4.6530 

-•-•tVi Dollar; •- 

6.7302 

1.1035. 

Oj4B9S 

0.9052 


* ,F. 

11.15.32 

'I'jiSBS 

.3,7661 

IT Lira 

0.0007 

0.9886 

0.4194 

0.0811 

1386.39 

0.8636 

• 

114>9 

3.3642 


fitter-: 

"b,5SBS 

'•'89.12 

Jbirai- 

/j73>f-: 

'>65J06> 

08056' 

~^0.92-. 



I FR Franc 

0.1940 

0.2938 

0.1246 

24.0958 

21 A4 

0.2656 

32.95 

32.9500 

. 


Energy 





Mill-East Curre 

ncics 










ES9 

Brant 

23.85 

24.05 


SA Riyal 

0.2666 

0A041 

0.17181 

0.33237 

29.5447 

\W:.Teia* 

.24145 , 

.24.90-. 


. AE Dirham 

oi723 

0A1264 

0.17544 

083941 

'30.1698 

Bony 

23.85 

24.05 


KW Dinar 

3.3333 

5.05051 

2.14777 

4.15455 

369.276 


21.57. 

21.31 . 


BH Dinar - 

0.3770 

4.01029 

1.70911 

3.30666 

293.858 

ULCas 

218.00 

216.00 


CY Pound 

2.1353 

3.235 

1.3723 

2.6531 

235.951 


Metal Prices 





Cold (ox's) 

36285 

362.75 


, 5.03 


PiBtinum (oz's) 

388.2 

3898 



•>1440 

CU (3 Months) 

1866 

1873 

See (3 Monihs) 


.1024 

Lead (3 Months) 

806 

809 

-KTI3 Months)' 

7550 

7580 


Currency Pcpmtt Ratei (Bid) 








USD 

5.34 

5.50 

5.75 

5.93 

8.06 

• CBP 

■ 


'■.5.62 ••' 

s’, 'sirjjtf. 

•:'‘,^.89.'. 

JPY 

0.43 

0.34 

0.50 

0.55 

0.60 

DEM 

2(94 

;284 


. 2.95 

»' -ti'a' • 

FRF 

349 

3.5B 

3.67 

3.72 

3.79 

CHF .. 

1.56 

1.66 

1.87 

2.06 ; 

2.00 

ITL 

8.25 

685 

8.15 

8,12 

6.06 


Energy 


Commoeity Lint 


* JOD Cross Rates 


ncliv;‘n' 


CufTce (c/lbs) 

111.75 

Spot 


US Dullur 

0.706 

0.710 

^^CMOR(S/rerij.' 

■•.'./ ..141B'/:. 

■..•(■.••Spot V • 


Shilling- 

l.'IO'OS^' 

i!1.T058 

5uBor(S/lun) 

350.6 

.Spnl 


DE Mark 

0.467 

D4693 





%CHFrjtMr 


P.571S'. 

Soil Cc/lbs) 

2445 

Spot 


FR Franc j 

0.1372 

0.1379 

caSttiii/kK!: 

' ■••itO* 

'' : 


■.■;'..JPYon ' 

■0.'64D2; 

.08434 

Barlq' (S/bsh) 

3.13 

Spot . . 


NL Guilder 

04167 

04168 

EHce'fS/ton) ■ ; 

• ; ' 445 : . . : • ; 

'• Spot 1 


;• -IT lira- ■ 

04623 

04646 


SouiTc; Central Bank of Jordan. 


The 14th annual Cam- 
bridge Intemadonal Semi- 
nar on economic crime is 
being anended by over 800 
delegates from 90 coun- 
tries. 

U.S. Lawyer George 
Moscarino of the firm 
Jones Day Reavis Pogue 
in Cleveland, agreed that 
“money laundering profit 
centres are allowed to exist 
by mainstream nations”. 

‘The bank secrecy laws 
(which protect client confi- 
dentiality) must be relaxed. 
There may have been justi- 
fication for them decades 
^ 0 . but no longer,” he 
said. 

U.K.-based lawyer 
Arnold Rosen also consid- 
ers that governments are 
condoning ccmipt trade 
and business practice. 
“Trade, business ^ gov- 
ernment are so bound up 
that corruption has become 
institudoDalised,” he saidL 

‘There is a realpoUtik 
^ect to corruption in that 
it enjoys wide covert gov- 
ernment support. No gov- 
ernment is powerful 
enough to ignore commer- 
cial pressures a^ they are 
unwilling to tacl^e obvious 
centres of abuse like off- 
shore havens, “he added. 

Mr. Rosen also called for 
a “rethink of corporate law 
so that each director, share- 
holder and employee is 
responsible for what they 
are doing.” 

Id a (fiscussioD session, 
delegates said public opin- 
ion in many Western coun- 
tries was DOW much more 
exactiog on issues like cor- 
ruption, coiporate gover- 
nance in business and envi- 
ronmental concerns. 

Elected representatives 
would be under increasing 
pressure to disclose earn- 
ings. and political parties 
their donations. 

Lawyer Moscarino also 
noted a trend in U.S. courts 
to puiush companies with- 
out on ‘'honesty policyr 
more heavily if they are 
caught in any wrongdoing. 
Tf you don’t have a policy 
you take a bigger bit. 
Courts are also looking at 
bow a corporation is run, 
the company culture." 



Government preparing new 
controls on regional offices 
of foreign companies 

*• THE GOVERNMENT is about to issue an new law 
for foreign companies in Jordan to control the work of 
regional offices and the exemptions they get for tem- 
porary entry vehicles or for their office ne^. Accord- 
ing to Industry and Trade Minister Ali Abul Ragheb, 
the new law will be clearer and tougher to disallow 
any future manipulation in this regard. 

He regrened that some people have abu.<ed the law 
and obtained exemptions to regional offices of phony 
companies or small firms that are not known iniema- 
tionally. The minister stressed that the measures will 
start to deal with this subject and will put it in a tem- 
porary good framework until a new law is issued to 
rectify the whole matter. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb emphasised that the piinistry will 
not give any foreign company a permit to open a 
regional office except after being absolutely sure of 
the capabilities of the entity, its interaational status, 
capital, years of operations and balance sheet. Such 
infonnation. which will reQuired be from new compa- 
nies, will be sought to guarantee that the companies 
are not phony and that they have a long operational 
record in addition to being well-known inieraationaJ- 
ly in various economic sectors, the minister explained. 

As to the established foreign companies, checking 
will be made automatically on an annual b^is to 
ensure that the companies which have offices in Jor- 
dan are operating regularly on the iniemational level, 
the minister said noting that legal measures will be 
taken against violators. He revealed that coordinauon 
between his ministry and the ministries of interior and 
finance has been done in this regard. 

He indicated that the Traffic Department arid the 
Customs Depanmeni were asked to verify that all care 
with yellow plates on the roads are driven by their 
owners or others who are officially delegated to dnve 
them. That is to check that the cars are dnven by peo- 

ni^ woridnc' at regional offices. 

^ TM^s Ser is now being treated under the pre«ni 
law. Mr. Abul Ragheb explained but, the new law 
includes instructions and measures that wtil entile 
js TO control the operations of regional offices arid 
their benefits from obtaining exemptions to bnng in 
Jieir (temporary entry) vehicles tAl Dusiour). 


J ORDAN Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace Jordan Marketplace J 




E 


DAJANI 

JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs 


Amra Hotel Shop$ 
6th circle, Amman . 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shm«sanf. second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, ^ 90 sq.m . 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel; 810605 • 810609 
Fax: 810520 j 


V 


STUMOIliUG 

P w fcwi o u il QaitiQfl ifl 
1 Hour Service 

Oevd^ yovT' ccdow filio « 
ow shop and get:- 

• JUMBO mMmtm 


P¥mm 

J0CW 


Shmriiani ijQro. GruKflijri 
Buk. Fhooe: 

Swefieb id: 823891 


^ WE SEND 
' ^ FLOWERS 
WORLD WIDE 


( Inteifiora Membership ) 
.* Fresh &-Dry Flowers 
Production & Designe 


i 


Salma Inter Flowers 


2 Um Utbainah 
Madina M. Street 

Tcirf« ; ( 811395 ): 











FOR 

RENT 

FLATS 
A vVILLAS 

N 
I 

G SERVICES 


BYBLOS 

829882-829883 




lEAL ESTAIE 


FOR 
I RENT 

I ^ [Jeiu\c Villas 

0 Appal i.ni(.'n:s 
in AmiTiari 


^r details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


DOULAHT 


amra eaa 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

7fe/. 693399 



Abdoun - Tel ; 819564 
Mobil Phone - (079) 29339 


U-SAVE 


AUTOEENTAL. 

What Kind of 
Car Do You 
Need Today ? 


"luiritiii!: llu tr^lit til \rr.'r you, 
liiicfi iiiiil t r.'/'V tWIi-. '■ ' ■ 


Call 858874 / 5 


BplUTlO^ 

The best of Af.K 
wedding gowns & 
designer wear tor all 
occasions. 
Tahari 
Ellen Tracy 
Christian Dior USA 
And much more at 
reduced prices 

tei: 856r988 
Next to Amra' Hotel . 


Happi|0&3|$s 

SoufU J Sa&uU 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 A.M -1AM 
Tel. 857199 
Fax 898537 

Unun Utbaina 
beblnd San Rock 
Hotel 


CROWn HOTEL 


OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING pool 


•TENMS COURT 


HEALTH CLUB 


* SAUNA & JACUZZ 


' Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv stati-on RD. 




hotel apartments 


THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FORmSASSlBS, 
[EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 

I SPECIAL PRICES ^ 

I FOR LONGTERM - STAY J 


-ABDOIN- 
TEL. 810150, FAX ,S27M. 


AL HASSAN COMMERCIAL CENTER 



Offices for rent in an excellent central location 
. Aites 120,250,450sqiiiMnlilers 
Partitioned & open space iifliiri Tii4fnn flnlshfi^ 
Immediate defivary . Rates to be determined after Inspection 

Vifodi Saqra Street Tel. 632643 


M 


Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner: 7:30-11:30 
LocetedanAmman 

Sfimeisanl 

Tei.: 662441 / 606281 
FreeValletPaildng 
Reservation Required 





Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 

I 

L Sushi 


l^or Rc:-„ 3129Q7 -5M41 13, 
Mecca SL Dnoucl Centor.' 
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Sports 


United go top of table 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Manchester United and 
Newcastle claimed hoihe 
victoria agt^t 

Nottingham Forest * and 
Blackiwm to give the top of 
the premieishlp a familiar 
look. 

Talismanic Frenchman 
Eric Cantona netted two late 
goals> the second from the 
penalty spot, to take his sea> 
son's tally to four and seal 
the 4-1 home win which put 
unbeaten Manchester 
United top of the table. 

But with second-placed 
Sheffield Wednesday play- 
ing Ruud Gullit's high-fly- 
ing Chelsea on Sunday. 
United's return to the top 
may be short-lived. 

Forest, the last team to 
win a premiership game at 
Old Trafford, had taken a 
fourth-minute lead through 
Norwegian ALF-Inge 

Haaland before his compa- 
triot Ole Gunnar solskjoer 
netted his second of the sea- 
son. 

Welsh winger Ryan Giggs 
headed the champions in 
front with his first of the 
term two minutes before the 
break before captain 
Cantona completed the rout. 

ShelI-$hocl»d forest man- 
ager Frank Clari; believes 
last season's double win- 
ners Manchester United are 
looking better than ever. 

Claris said: ‘i think they 
are a better side than they 
were last season and that 
doesn't give the rest of us 
much hope." 

United manager Alex 
Ferguson was delighted at 
the way his team .had 
bounced back after the I-O 
defeat by Juventus in the 
Champions' League in mid- 
week. 

Newcastle by contrast 
were made to struggle for a 
2>1 win against a Blackburn' 
side who tried without suc- 
cess to prove there is life 
after alan shearer, who left 
for Newcastle for a record 
15 million pounds in the 
summer. 

- Despite a betow-par per- 
formance Newcastle man- 
ager Keegan was relieved to 
see his side land their third 
league win on the trot which 
consigned shearer's old 
club — the 1994 champions 
to the foot of the table. 

A penalty Shearer 
and Les Ferdinand's fifth of 
the season were enough — 
just — to lift Newcastle up 
to third but Keegan admit- 
ted: 

“We weren't anything like 
our best and yet we've got a 
result. 

We've been renowned for 





>■ 


Newcastle United’s Peter Beardsley (‘right') is held off a 
high bouncing ball by Blackbnm Rovers’ Colin Hendry 
during their Premiership match at St James’ Park in 
Newcastle. Newcastle won the match 2-1 (Reuters 
photo) 


playing well and losing but 
this .season we're winning 
games by banging in there." 

Former Arsenal boss 
George Graham said it was 
great to be bock on the 
touchline after an 18'month 
absence — even though his 
new club Leeds handed 
Coventry their first win of 
the season. 

Andy Couzens gav’e 
Graham a flying start as 
leeds manager by netting 
after only 51 seconds but 
John solako levelled after 57 
minutes and noel whelan. 
sold by Graham's predeces- 
sor Howard Wilkmson, hit 
the winner eight minutes 
later. ■ • 

“It was terrific to be back. 
It felt like I had never been 
away," said Graham who 
was banned for a year for 
receiving illegal payments 
from transfers. 

Everton manager Joe 
Royle refused to panic after 
seeing his side — many 
pundits' pre-sea.^n dark 
horse tip for the title — 
crash to their third succes- 
sive defeat against middles- 
brough. 

“I didn't say we were a 
championship side after 
three games so after three 


defeats we aren't a relega- 
tion side either." he said 
after the 2-1 home defeat. 

Nick Baniiby (61 min- 
utes) and Brazilian star 
Junii^o (81) brought Boro 
their 2-1 comeback victory 
at Evenon. who slumped 4- 
0 to N^lmbledon last week. 
Craig short had put the 
Merseysiders in front eight 
minutes into the match. 


Tottenham boss Gerry 
Francis denied that newcas- 
tle's unsettled defender 
Warren Barton is his 3.5 
million pound target after 
seeing his side scrape a 
lucl^ 1-0 win at Southamp- 
ton couitsey of a Chris 
Arra$trong.penalty. .' 

•'We haven't been in con- 
tact with Warren Barton or 
Newcastle, but I am opti- 
mistic that this week we 
might be able to add to our 
squad which would be 
nice." he said. 


A spot-kick also proved 
decisive at the baseball 
ground. where Derby 
scraped a 1-0 win over IC^ 
man sunderland in the battle 
of dte two sides who won 
automatic promotion last 
term. 


Launching its new musical season 


■ 

The National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein 
in cooperation with 
Goethe Institut CS 


presents the German 



Schonbom Chamber Orchestra of Bruchsal 

and 

The Youth Orchestra of the National Music Conservatory 

Helmut Burkhard, Conductor 


Saturday, 21 September 1996 - 8:00 p.m. 

Al Hassan Bin Talal Auditorium - University of Jordan 


The program includes pieces by Bach, Britten, Elgar in addition to Arab music pieces 
by Sayyed Darwish. 



Ticket prices: JD 7 and 5 


Tickets available at: 

- Artisana, tel. 647858 

- Alahlia Abela Superstore, cel. 688481 

- Alissar Flowers, cel. 827695 
■ Babiche, cel. 66 1322 
.CafieMoka, tel. 856285 

- Characters, cel. 079- 27 1 06 

- Freddy for Music, cel. 692696 

- Music Box, cel. 815745 

- National Music Conservatory, cel. 687620 
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Rangers exploit farce as 
Hearts have 4 sent off 


GLASGOW (AFP) — Rangers maintaioed their perfect 
start In their premier league with a 3-0 victory after an 
extraordinary game at Ibrox on Saturday in which Hearts 
had four men ordered off. 

Red cards for Frenchman Pasquale Bruno (2nd bookable 
offence). David Weir (violent conduct). Neil Pointon (2nd 
bookable offence; and Paul Ritchie (abusive language) 
equalled the previous Scottish record for dismissals in a 
senior game. 

That was set in another Rangers game, against Celtic in 
the Scottish, cup quarterfinal at Parkhead on March 17 
1991. 

The game also equalled the British league record for men 
sent off from one side, as a farcical eight-minute spell saw 
three men take early baths as the temperature approached 
boiling point at Ibrox. 

When the second half started with Rangers leading by 
Gordon Dune’s 39th minute goal nobody could have pre- 
dicted that 23 minutes later they would have been two up 
against a side with only seven players. 

Dune's goal came as a result of some quick tUnking 
from Dane Brian Laudrup, who rolled a quickly taken cor- 
ner to Stuart McCall and with the Hearts defence still 
retreating, the midfielder slipped the ball to Durie who 
thumped it home from six yards. 

Paul Gascoigne scored Rangers' second with a superb 
individual effort shrugging off a challenge by Weir before 
cantering round French goalkeeper Gilles Rousset to blast 
the ball home ftom a tight angle. 

After Ritchie's dismissal — the fourth — the game 
became farcical, with Rangers players apparently unwill- 
ing to exploit their numerical advantage ^though sub Ally 
McCoist netted with lO minutes to go. 

Rangers, who crashed 3-0 in the champions league to 
Grasshoppers of Zurich on Wednesday, have now won all 
five of their opening league games. 

Old firm rivals Celtic meanwhile kept up the pressure and 
stayed second with a hard-earned victory at Dundee 
United. 

MaUcy MacKay's last-gasp goal completed a 2-1 win for 
the visitors after Gary McSwegan 87th minute equaliser 
had cancelled out an opening goal from Pierre Van 
Hooydonk. 

Celtic, who had defender Brian O'Neil red-carded (for a 
second bookable offence), have stretched their premier 
unbeaten run to 36 matches. 

“1 am delighted to get the victoiy and to be fair the red 
card changed the game." 

Aberdeen stayed in tiurd with a convincing 3-0 win over 
Kilmarnock with Billy Dodds grabbing two goals and 
Frenchman Toni Koumbouare grabbing the opener on his 
debut. 

Former England star Wilkins, who quit as player-manag- 
er of QPR more than a week ago, got off to a winning start 
in Scotland as Hibs beat pomde^s Raith 1-0. 

: ‘‘The game's changed since I last plaiy^'up hem.'Both 
teams today tried to keep the ball on the dixk'and play foot- 
ball," said 40-year-old former Rangers star. 

In the day's other Premier Division match newly-promot- 
ed duofermline were held to a 1-1 draw at home to motb- 
erwell. 


Delighted Gosden wins 1st 
English Classic 


It 


rG"" 


DONCASTER (.AFP) — A 
delighted John Gosden cap- 
tured his first English 
Classic here Saturday when 
he trained 8/1 shot Shantou 
to win a thrilling 225,000 
pounds CS340.000) English 
St. Leger. 

Shantou, whose rider 
Frankie Dettori was cele- 
brating his second succes- 
sive Sl Leger triumph, 
edged ahead of 2/1 
favourite Dushyantor. under 
champion jockey Pat 
Eddery, in the last 25 yar^ 
to win by a neck in the mile 
and six furlongs race (2S(X) 
metres) — Europe’s oldest 
classic. 

The 28/1 outsider 
Samraan. owned by Khalid 
Al-Mudhaf and trained by 
John Dunlop, came home a 
four lengths third under 
John Carroll. 

"You can lake a lot of 
slanted statistics to say any- 
thing. But everyone's 
human and of course the 
criticism hurt. But if you 
beat on the door long 
enough, one day you will 
knock it down." Gosden 
said replying to the critics 
who had queried his ability 


after waiting so long for a 
classic winner. 

Shantou's triumph not 
only presented former 
California-based Gosden 
with a welcome first classic 
w inn er but also Dubai 
Defence Minister Sheikh 
Mohammed with his second 
Sl Leger in ±ree years. 

SfieiU] Mohammed will 
have gained extra pleasure 
out of the win as 
Dushyantor. second in the 
English Derby with 
Shantou third, is trained by 
Henry Cecil who he with- 
drew his horses from last 
season after they had a wc!i 
publicised row. 

Cecil was not too upset 
after the race saying: “He 
did everything right and had 
the race won a furlong out 
but he just died in the final 
50 yards. 

‘If he comes out of the 
race alright he may w'ell run 
in the Arc de Triomphe in 
October." Cecil added, 

Mons. ridden by Spanish 
apprentice Oscar Urbino, 
led the 1 1 -strong field into 
the straight with Samraan in 
second. Eddery then pro- 
duced Dushvantor. owned 


by Saudi Arabian Prio^g 
Khaled Abdullah, with a run 
that cook him into the lead 
with over a furlong to go. 

The gallant Dushyantor, 
though, was unable to tepei’ 
the late surging run by • 
Shantou that thrilled the 
huge crowd. 

The result provided a 
sharp responjte to those who 
considered this year's derby 
one of the poorest in its his- 
tory and continued the 
resurgence of the St. Leger. 
which only a year ago was 
without a sponsor and 
seemingly destined for the ■ 
equivalent of racing's back- 
water. 

Shantou's victory could 
also provide leading 
English bookmaker 

Ladbrokes with headaches 
ov-er the next few weeks. 

A Ladbroke's customer 
stands to win over 133.000 
pounds, after betting 300 
pounds each way double on 
Shantou at 9-1 for the Sl 
L eger and Billy 
Bushwacker at 4()-l for 
October's Cambridgeshire 
handicap. 


Timarida gives Ireland 
first champion in a decade 


DUBLIN (AFP) — The Aga Khan owned 
Tiraarida won the 90.000 pound (SI 35,000) 
Irish Champion Stakes at Leopardstown 
racecourse here Saturday giving Ireland 
their first success in the race in 10 years. 

Timarida, trained by John Oxx and ridden 
by Jonny Murtagh. beat compatriot Dance 
Etesign by a length and a half with English 
challenger Glory of Dancer third, ridden by 
Frenchman Olivier Peslier, a neck away. 
Shaamit, the English Derby winner and 5/4 
favourite, could only finish fourth. 

Murtagh brought Timarida with a well 
timed run down the outside to beat longtime 
pacesetter Dance Design, ridden by 
Michael Kiuane. ' 

The Michael hills ridden Shaamit found • 
himself hemnied in against the far rail and 
was never able to pose a serious threat. 

His trainer >^Uliam Haggas took defeat on 
the chin and was unwilling to blame hills. 

“It's veiy disappointing but I've only seen 


the race once and I’m not going to criticise 
the jockey.” he said. “Things went our way 
in me derby and maybe they didn't this 
time. 

"Tliis won't be the last you'll be seeing of 
him. This is just a temporary .<;etback." 

Possible LTTgets for Shaamit now' are the 
champion stakes and the Prix de L'Arc de 
Triomphe. 

“I'll have to go away and think about but 
i would say I'd be inclined to give him one 
more race this season." added Haggas. 

Timarida, the first Irish winner of the race 
since Park Express, was taking her win and 
place earnings to more than 600..0(X) 
pounds. 

She wiU be retired at the dnd of the season 
but may first tackle the Champion Stakes. 

There is also a slight possibility that she 
may be supplemented for (be Prix de L'Aic 
de 'Triomphe. 


Papin heads Bordeaux 
into league lead 


PARIS (AFP) — Former 
French international striker 
Jean-Pierre Papin scored in 
Bordeaux’s 3-0 win over 
Lille to take his side to tiie 
top of .the French football 
championship. 

Bordeaux, unbeaten this 
season, have 15 points, a 
point ahead of P^s Saint 
Germain who can regain the 
lead if they beat Cannes. 

Other title challengers 
failed to make up a lot of 
ground with Lens slumping 
to defeat and Monaco and 
Auxerre featuring in score- 
less draws while Nantes and 
Nancy's dreadful seasons 
comtinued. 

Papin. signed from 
Bayern Munich in the sum- 
mer, scored his fourth of the 
season for the 1996 UEFA 
Cup finallists with a fine 
second-half header. 

Oidier Tholot. one of the 
few survivors from the team 
that lost to Bayern Munich 
In the UEFA Cup final, 
added a brace including a 
splendid 25 yard lob in the 
last minute. 

Bordeaux have lost a 
coach and several of the 
stars that played so well for 
them last season. French 
internationals ‘ Zinedine 
Zidane, Christoi^ Dugarry 
and Bixente Lizarazu have 
gone abroad and Dutch 
international Richard 
WItschge si^ed for Dutch 
champions Ajax. 


Monaco could only draw 
0-0 at home to Lille, 
although the Brazilian strik- 
er Sonny Anderson had a 
goal disallowed and 
Scottish midfielder John 
Collins had a shot hit the 
post. 

Lens, second at the start of 
play, failed to win for the 
fourth successive game los- 
ing 1-0 away at Guingamp. 
Liberian intemationd 
Christophe Wreh, signed 
from Monaco in the sum- 
mer. scored dte decisive 
goal. 

Marseille, the 1993 
European Cup Winners, 
scored a narrow 1-0 win 
over struggling Nice, which 
provoked Die marseilJe fans 
into booing them off the 
pitch. 

Nice midfielder Frederic 
Gioria headed Marseille 
captain Jacky Durand's 
cross into his own net. 

Both of Marseille's former 
England based players 
Chris Makin and Tony 
Cascorino were substituted, 
though Cascorino. 

Marseille's leading scorer in 
the past two seasons, had a 
first-half effort cleared off 
the line. 

The 1995 champions 
Nantes will be sympathising 
with Blackburn Rovers, the 
English champions from the 
same season, as they 
crashed 1-0 at home to 
Metz, their fifth defeat of 
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Patrick Colleter of Bordeaux is tackled hv an 

French soccer league match Bordeaux vs Lille RnrHeanv t *** 

pionship (Rentes ^oto) ® ‘ook the lead of the cbam- 


the season. 

Nantes, who 
imemationals 


lost French 
Nicholas 


Ouedec and Revnald Pedros 
in the summer, are third 
from bottom with 


two 


points — one point better 
than Blackburn in the 
English Premiership, 
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V ” - VI 


TEL- 634144 

PHILflDELPUIfl 


^"c1Nema~ 


Ben Kingsley.., in 

SPECIES 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 


TEU 690238 \/ CINEMa' 


PLRZR 




The Arab Cinema Surprise 

Ahmad Zaki....in 

Naser 56 


(Arabic) 

Sh(3W8: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:45, 11:00 


. . . T0-:67742O 

CONCORR 


I 


CONCORD “1” 

Arnold Schwaneenaggar 
& Vanessa Williams ...in 

ERASER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10;30 

CONCORD “2” 

^ Jim Carrie ... in. 

Dumb and Dumber 

Shows; 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Rihmoun Theatre & Cinema 

' TEL* 618274 - 618275 




A 


Totjay presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 


Five-Star, Government 

Starring comedians: 
Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 


r 


Nabii & Hishatn.;S:Tfieatif^ 


PRESENTS 

the satirical comedy 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155-640155 
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McGwire hits 50-homer mark as A’s lose 


CLEVELAND(R1 — Oak- 
land Athletics slugger Mark 
McGwire reached one lofty 
milestone on Saturday, and 
40-year-old wonder' Paul 
MoUtor approached another 
in losing causes in Ameri- 
can League baseball action. 

McGwire powered home 
runs in each game of a dou- 
bleheader loss to the Cleve- 
land Indians to reach the 
50-homer mark, and Moli- 
tor had two hits in a losing 
efifon against Seattle tha^t 
left him just two shy of the 
coveted 3,000-hit mark. 

Cleveland posted a pair of 
9s to register a doublefaead- 
er sweep of the Athletics, 
despite the booming bat of 
Oaldand slugger Mark 
McGwire. 

McGwire, who began the 
season on the disabled list 
and has missed 29 gomes 
because of injuries, became 
just the 1 3th player in histo- 
ry to hit 50 home runs in a 
season. 

“Considering how I start- 
ed the season, to think what 
I have done so far is very 
self-gratifying," said McG- 
wire. who slugged 49 
homers as a Rookie in 
19S7. 

“I couldn't expect for 
anything like this to happen 
and I wasn't supposed to be 
ready until the all-star 
break (in July). And to even 
have an opportunity to hit 
50 homers is something 
special." 

In the opener, Kevin 
Seitzer capped a four-run 
fourth inning with a bases- 
clearing double and Charles 
Nagy ( 16-4) won his fourth 
straight stan in a 9-2 romp. 

In the second game. 
Albert Belle's three-run 
homer capped a five-run 
fourth inning and the Indi- 
ans held on for 9-8 win. 

At Minnesota. Rich Ama- 
ral scored on a throwing 
error by shortstop Jeff 
reboulet and Alex 
Rodriguez added a sacrifice 
fly in the top of the 10th to 
lead the Seanie Mariners to 
their third siraigjit victory. 
5-3 over Minnesota 
Twins. 

Moiitor. Minnesota's des- 
ignated hitter, went 2-for-4, 
leaving him just two hits 



Houston Astros’ third baseman Sean Berry lunges for the ball as Colorado Rockies’ 
runner Kevin Ritz slides into third base on teammate Quinton McCracken’s bunt in 
the third inning in Denver. Ritz scored as the ball rolled into left Geld (Reuters photo) 


shy of 3,000. The remark- 
able Moiitor leads the 
league with 209 hits this 
year. 

Moiitor. a St. Paul native, 
may have his last chance to 
reach the 3,(XK)-hit Mark in 
front of his hometown fans 
Sunday when the Twins 
host the Mariners. The 
Twins begin a 10-game 
road trip Monday in Kansas 
City. 1 

In Boston, Don Slaugbt's 
three-run double highlight- 
ed • a five-run first inning 
and Danny Tartabuil belted 
a grand slam as the Chicago 


White Sox pounded the 
fading Red Sox 13-5. 

Chicago used three hits, 
three walks and an error to 
score five runs in the first 
off Boston starter tom Gor- 
don (10-9). 

The While Sox remained 
1 1/2 games behind the Bal- 
timore Orioles in the wild 
card chase. 

In Toronto, Paul O’Neill 
doubled home the tying run 
in the top of the eighth and 
Cecil fielder followed with 
an RBI single as the New 
York Ya^ees rallied 
against Pat Hentgen for 


Seattle 
Chicago 
Ist-Qeveland 
2nd-Cleveland 
Kansas City 
New York 
Baltimore 
Milwaukee 


New York 
Philadelphia 
Colorado 
San Diego • 
Pittsburg . 
Montreal 
Los Angeles 


Ajoeriew Lea^e 
Mioefesota 
I ' B<»ton 
Oakland 
. Oakland. 
Odifomia 
Toronto • 
Detroit . 

. Texas 6 

Nationa) Learie ■ 
Atlanta 
Chicago. 
Houston 
. CinciBnats' • 
Sab Ffancisbo 
Iflorida • • 
St Louis 
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their fifth straight win, 3-1 
over the Toronto Blue Jays. 

In Detroit, the Baltimore 
Orioles rallied from a 6-1 
deficit to beat the Detroit 
Tigers 7-6 and remain 3 1^ 
games behind the Yankees 
• in the American League 
East. 

Trailing 6-3 in the top of 
the seventh inning, the Ori- 
oles scored four runs to 
vault ahead. Roberto Alo- 
mar gave Baltimore the 
lead for good with an RBI 
single. 

At Texas, Dave Nilsson 
hit a two-run homer and 
Jeff Ciiillo added a three- 
run blast to power the Mil- 
waukee Brewers to an S-6 
victory over the Western 
Division leading Texas 
Rangers, who suffered their 
foiu^ straight loss. 

In Kansas City, Mike 
Macfarlane homered and 
drove in three runs and 
Kevin Appier scattered nine 
hits over eight innings as 
the Kansas City Ro;^als 
beat .die. CaUfomTa 'Angels 
8-5 for their fourth win in' 
rive gaines. 

Appier improved his 
recoid to 13-10. 


Top 3 
German 
teams all 
draw 


BONN (AFP) — The top 
three in the German Foot- 
ball Championship of Bay- 
ern Munich, VFB Stuttgart 
and Borussia Dortmund ail 
drew on Saturday leaving 
the positions unchanged. 

Leaders Bayern Munich, 
beaten 3-0 by Valencia in 
the UEFA Cup on Tuesday, 
had to rely on a 70& 
minute equaliser from 
Thomas Strunz away at 
Scbalke 04. Schalke <;^er 
Martin Max had given the 
home side a 36th minute 
lead. 

The battle between 
Stuttgart, in second, and 
champions Borussia Dort- 
muncC in third, also ended 
in a 1-1 draw. 

Elsewhere there were 
highscoring affairs with 
Munich 1860 thrashing 
struggling Freiburg 4-0, 
Bulgarian international 
midfielder Daniel 

Boromirow scoring twice. 

FC Cologne, lying in fifth 
on 12 points, won 4-0 
against Borussia 

Moenchengladbach. 

Nigerian midfielder Sun- 
day Oliseb, formerly the 
first Nigerian to play Serie 
Afootb^, and Austrian vet- 
eran Toni Polster, scored the 
other two Cologne goals. 

The individual scoring 
honours went to werder Bre- 
men's 30-year-old striker 
Bruno Labbadia. He scored 
a hat-trick in Werder's 5-1 
home win over VFL 
Bochum on Friday. 


World track stars 
gather for season finale 


TOKYO (AFP) — Carl Lewis will be 
among 15 Olympic champions taking pan 
in a star-studded finale to the athletics sea- 
■ son here Monday. 

The 35-year-old American will be taking 
part in his last 1 00m race in Japan, and it 
will be on the national stadium crack where 
he broke the world record at the 1991 world 
championships with a run of 9.86sec. 

Lewis finished his Olympic career by tak- 
ing a fourth straight long jump gold medal, 
and ninth Olympic title overall in Atlanta. 

Another win here, however, is unlikely. 
Lewis will have to beat current Olympic 
champion Donovan Bailey of Canada, sil- 
ver medallist Frankie Fredericks of Namib- 
ia and fellow American Dennis Mitchell. 

Bailey set the current’ world record of 
9.84sec in the Olympic final, bearing pre- 
race favourite Fredericks into second. 

Mitchell, fourth in Atlanta, defeated 
world champion Bailey and Lewis to win 
the Brussels Grand Prix after the Olympics. 


and beat Bailey in Berlin and Milan. 

In tbe women's 100m, Gail Devers of the 
United States and Jamaica's Merlene Ottey, 
who had a nlioto-finish in Atlanta, will 
clash again in Tokyo. 

Double Olympic champion Morie-Jose 
Perec of France is favoured in the 200m 
against (jttey and American Inger Miller. 

Five of the Olympic champions on dis- 
play are world record holders and triple 
jump world record holder Jonathan 
Edwards will also compete. 

Edwards will be seeking to avenge his 
defeat in Atlanta by American Kenny' Har- 
rison. 

Other prominent athletes include Stefka 
Kostadinova of Bulgaria (high jump), Svet- 
lana Masterkova of Russia ($00m), Inessa 
Kraveis of Ukraine (long jump), Heike 
Drechsler of Germany (long jump) and 
Czech Javelin thrower Jan Zelezny. 



Spain’s Miguel Indurain (left) cycles along with Switzerland’s Toni Rominger and 
fellow Spaniard Fernando Escartin (right) during tbe 8th stage of the Tour of 
Spain cycling race. Italian Nicola Minali won the stage and his compatriot Fabio 
Baldato retained the leader’s yellow jersey (Reuters photo) 


Jaguar Dumpier Car For Sale 

Jaguar 1990, black, full options, customs duties 
unpaid, in excellent condition, personal use. 
available at-the Duty-Free Zone in Zarqa. ■ 

' Pierce JD 10,000. ‘ 

' Please call Tel. 641607, 644340, '■ 
Mobile 07923898 & 07923899. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished apartment for rent. Consists of 
jthree . bedrooms, three bathrooniiS, 

I Location: Abdoun.-near -the^ American 
Embassy. ■ "tC* . 

iiFor information call: 8‘i6289 


I Two Furnished Apartments For Rent 

First floor. Each apartment consists of 3 bedrooms 
including a master bedroom, salon, dining, 2 
bathrooms, maid's room. 

Location: Abdoun, near the Orthodox Club. 

For more information call mobile 07931501 


Mercedes 200 + 

Electrical Appliances Shop For Sale 

1. A 1981 , Mercedes, automatic, sunroof, air condhioner. 
2: The shop is located at the University's main road, 
near the university exhibition, shop area 55 sq.m., attic, 
suitable for all commercial purpose, licensed for selling 
electrical appliances and maintenance thereof. 

Please call telephone 837186, 847728. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Duty free - excellent condition 

Renault 25, model 1990, 95,000 km, 
automatic gear, central lock, air-condition. 

Telephone: 642190-642878 


FOR RENT 

1. 3 -Bedroom House, Garage, Garden, C.H & Tel. 
Location: Jabal Amman/First Circle. 

Please call: 639565 

2. Furnished apartment: 3 bedrooms, C.H. & Tel. 
Location: Near Mecca Road. 

Please call: 815239 


A PROFESSIONAL REPORT ON VITAL REAL 
ESTATE AND DEVELOPMENT IN THE REGION 
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Furnished Semi Villa For Annual Rent 

Total size 330 m2, 4 bedrooms, 1 master, large living 
room, large L-shaped sitting & dining lounge, fully 
equipped kitchen, 4 verandas, private Tel. line, 
surrounded by 750m2 garden with covered parking area. 
Location: Dahiat Al-Rasheed, across from Dahiat Al- 
Rawda, behind Jerusalem HoteL 

For information.: Tel. 683208 


ELEGANT APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Immediate occupancy, for diplomats or foreign business 
reps. Bright roof; apartment of owner's villa; 250 sq.m, of 
beautifully decorated living space in Umm Uthaina (5th 
Circle). Three bedrooms with closets (one MB with ensuite 
bathroom and dressing room); 2 other bathrooms; a study; 
a spacious social area: living, dining and guest rooms; 
kitchen; laundry. Private entrance, garage, central 
heating and solar energy. 

Please contact phone/fax: 699449 
(after 3:00 p.m.) 



For sale the 1 989 complete Britannica 
Encyclopedia collection included Compton s 
Encyclopedia, Britannica Great Books & the 
Britannica AUas also for sale a brand new 
3 piecebabies room“Colors-4-Kids“from Denmark. 

For details call: Mr. Amireh 700080 


Ayoubi's 


Steel Furniture Factory 


Office Furniture - Safes - Storage System: 



With Us Your 
Valuables are 
Safe and Secure 



Ime flf ineatr 


come name to lhe moviEsi 



Ic is wich pleasure chat the Jordan Aucoparcs Co. Ltd. - dealers of Pioneer- 
invites you CO attend an exhibition of the latest audio visual technology and the new 
Do!by-AC3. The exhibition will be held at the Forte Grand Hotel - Jordan Hall. 

Monday 1 6 - Tuesday 1 7 /9/1 996, from 1 0:00 a.m. - 1 0:00 p.m. 

mill 1 1 iiiiiiii 


Abdali Tel: 690703 - 062574 
Down Town 625637 


Zan)a09/9S2670 
tibkl 02/ 242920 
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Lebanon; 
Israel is 
planning 
attack 


CAIRO (AFP) — Leba- 
nese Foreign Minister 
Fares Bouez on Sunday 
accused Israel of consider- 
ing a new attack against his 
country, alter taUu with 
E^pn'an President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

“1 informed President 
Mubarak about the daily 
Israeli threats which are 
made directly or indirectly 
against Lebanon.” Mr. 
Bouez told AFP without 
elaborating. 

“These threats tend to 
moke us. believe that Israel 
will try to cany out an 
aggression against 

Lebanon in an bid to get 
out of the stalemate of the 
peace process." Mr. Bouez 
said. 

Asked if be had asked for 
Mr. Mubarak's intervention 
to prevent any Israeli 
attack on Lebanon. Mr. 
Bouez said: “President 

Mubarak is in contact with 
Israel and the United States 
and understands perfectly 
the situation on the 
ground.” 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu last 
month warned Lebanon 
that its people would pay 
the price of any new mili- 
tary conirontation with 
Israel. 

Also in August, an Israeli 
army repon predicted the 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah 
would step up suicide 
attacks in the buffer zone, 
occupied by the Jewish 
state since 1985. to coin- 
cide with the Lebanese 
elections. 

Hizbollah rocket attacks 
into northern Galilee 
sparked Israel’s 17-day 
blitz of Lebanon that killed 
175 people before it was 
halted by a U.S.-brokered 
ceasefire agreement. 

Lebanon and Syria have 
meanwhile rejected pro- 
posals fiom Mr. Netanyahu 
for a "Lebanon-first" 
option to break the dead- 
lock in peace talks 
between Israel and 
Damascus. 

Israel has also expressed 
concern with Syrian troop 
movements in Lebanon, 
where Damascus deploys 
35,000 troops. 

Mr. Netanyahu said 
Friday: “We are following 
the Syrian troop move- 
ments very closely and of 
course we are not taking 
such things lightly." 

The Syrian army staned 
to cut back its deployment 
in Beirut at the end of 
August, as pan of a rede- 
ployment of troops around 
the country. 


Police keep tight lid on 
cause of children’s death 


By Rana Hussein! 
Sp€Ci^ to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Investigators 
on Sunday kepi a lid 
on the cause of the d^tb of 
two children in the 
Shmeisani area on 
Wednesday, as police offi- 
cials said that the c rimin al . 
lab examining blood sam- 
ples of the children had not 
yet completed its examina- 
doos. 

But a source at the 
Nauonal Insdtute of 
Forensic Medicine told the 
Jordan Times that his office 
sent samples Thursday to 
the criminal lab at tbe 
Public Security Department 
(PSD) and that he “thought 
“ tliat the lab was withhold- 
ing results. 

"We sent samples to tbe 
criminal lab on Saturday of 
some poisonous materials 
which we could not 
analyse, and the criminal 
lab was supposed to send 


back the completed inquiry 
Sunday to finish our repon 
But th^ have not yet done 
so,” the forensic pathologist 
said. 

He said the corcmer 
believe that the cause of tbe 
death was asphyxia and that 
he suspected thie cause to be 
ctemical. 

“As far as 1 know, tbe final 
results iodicacino the kind 
of poison found m the chil- 
dren’s body are not yet 
apparent,” the police offi- 
cial told the Jordan Tunes, 
adding that police will 
reveal tbe results when they 
are finalised. 

Hanin Mazen Masri, nine, 
and her six-year-old tonher 
Hani, were found dead by 
their mother in their apart- 
ment in Abu Ooeizah 
Housing in Shmeisani. 

The two children were left 
alone by the parents, after 
their mother drove her 

. (Continued on page 7) 


Afghan air raid said 
to kill 12 in rebel city 


ISLAMABAD (R) — 

Afghan government jets 

bombed the rebd Talet^- 

beld eastern city of Jalalabad 
on Sunday, killing at least 12 
people and wounding 50, a 
Pald^-based Afghan news 
service said. 

Tbe three bombing raids 
also sent civilians fleeing in 
panic, witnesses in the area 
said. 

Afghan mUitaiy sources in 
the strategic government-held 
town of Sarobi said govern- 
ment forces bad laid mines on 
tbe eastern highway from 
Jalalabad to the c^tal Kabul 
to block any T^eb^ advance. 

A govemment spoilsman 
in K^I also said an official 
delation led by In^or 
Minister Mobamznad Younus 
Qanuni had left for 
Uzbekistan for talks there 
wiA opposition northern war- 
lord G^eral Abdul Rasbed 
Dostum to persuade him to 
join forces with the govem- 


menL A Taleban militia spok- 
esman in the Pakistani border 
city of Peshawar said earlier 
mat five people had been 
killed in the air raids on 
Jalalabad. 

But Afghan Islamic Press 
(AIP), quoting its sources in 
JalalaM later put ibe 
toll at 12 and said 50 injured 
people were to hospital. 

uil. sources said the planes 
attacked tbe airport, tbe gov- 
ernor’s palace and the nearby 
Spinghar Hotel from about 
7.45 ajn. (0315 GMT). They 
also dropped anti-personnel 
mines near tbe Bebsud 
Bridge, about two kilometres 
west of the city. 

Daniel Bellamy, chief of 
mission for tbe U.N. High 
Commissitxrer for Refugees, 
said at least 25 civilian casual- 
ties had been admitted at one 
hospital in the dty, captured 
in a swift advance by the 
Taleban militia on 
Wednesday. 


Gulf press calls on U.S. to halt 
build-up to avert Iraq disaster 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) newspapers on 
Sunday warned a fiesb U.S. 
military strike could cause a 
disaster in Iraq, with one 
paper saying it hoped 
Washington would back off 
and another blaming 
Saddam Hussein for tbe 
increased tension. 

But a high-level Saudi 
diplomat, who said be is in 
close contact with 
Washington, said the United 
States planned to strike Iraq 
again if it did not pull its 
missiles and air defences 
out of southern Iraq. 

The diplomat’s comment 
came after U.S. Defence 
Secretary William Perry left 
Saudi Arabia for tallb in 
Kuwait and Bahrain, before 
returning to tbe Saudi idq^- 
dom. The United States mt 
Iraq witb cruise missiles 
Sept. 3 and 4 in retaliation 
for an Iraqi military inte^ 
vention into the Dortbem 
Kurdish areas in alliance 
wi± the Kurdistan 

Democratic Party (KDP). 

The KDP has since taken 
control of northern Iraq, 
ousting its rival, the 

Patriotic Union Of 
Kurffistan (PUK). 

Tbe English-language 
Khaleej Times voiced pes- 
simism that Mr. Perry’s tour 
would bring peace, saying 
President Bill Gintoo 
would be tempted by the 
massive build-up to bit Iraq. 

“The more troops and mil- 
iiary equipment tbe U.S. 
sends to the area — a sec- 
ond aircraft carrier is com- 
ing to the region — the 


more difficult it will be for 
tbe Clinton admimstration 
to desist from striking Iraq,” 
the daily commented. 

“Since the Gulf operation 
is in large part U.S. elec- 
tion-driven, President 
Clinton cannot give die 
impression of backing off 
without giving President 
Saddam Hussein a bloodier 
nose than through the two 
rounds of cruise missile 
attacks,” it added. 

The senior Saudi'diplomat 
said tbe United States is 
threatening to attack Iraq 
unless it removes its air 
defence missiles and radar 
from tbe southern “no-fly” 
zone and that several coun- 
uies, including Russia, have 
tried to convince Baghdad 
to comply with the demand. 

The lliuced States is 
telling its allies in the Giilf 
that Baghdad’s decision on 
Friday to suspend fire at 
allied airplanes patrolling 
the exclusion zones for Iraqi 
aircraft was “not enough.” 
tbe diplomat said. 

The English-language 
Gulf News said it was opti- 
mistic tbe Feny tour could 
defuse the crisis, though it 
expected tough talks. 

“The U.S. appears to be 
shifting to a more consulta- 
tive approach, which will 
hopefolly end in calling off 
its plans to carry out any 
more attacks,” that daily 
said. 

“Perry will have a tough 
job explaining to the Gulf 
leaders what America’s 
motives are in its unilateral 
action, which has escalated 
the tension in tbe Gulf and 


sent tremors around tbe 
world.” 

The outspoken newspaper 
A1 Khaleej said in a front- 
page editorial, “we say 
again: Damn Saddam and 
his regime." 

“Thwe is no glimpse of 
hope in the Arab horizon 
and the Arab countries will 
not be able, for several rea- 
sons, to oppose the U.S. 
plans... 

“Again, we cannot but 
warn against the plots of 
some circles against Iraq, 
which is on the verge of a 
teal disaster if tbe United 
States carried out another 
aggression that could 
destroy Iraq’s remaining 
ability for cobesioo.” 

Tbe paper blamed 
Pfesident S^dam for tbe 
crisis, , saying his offensive 
against the PUK do . behalf 
of the KDP j^vided an 
excuse for Washington. 

It asked whether tbe Iraqi 
regime had been caught in 
tbe U.S. rap. “It has likely 
been caught, and it has 
become easy for the U.S. 
policy planners to expect 
his behaviour, reactions and 
bow to provc^e him and 
drag him" 

Tbe United States said 
Mr. Perry was in tbe region 
to consult with its allies on 
responding to Baghdad’s 
thr^ts to shoot at Western 
aircraft patrolling tbe no-fly 
zones in northern and soutb- 
ern Iraq. 

Wasl^^on pressed ahead 
with sen&ig a second air- 
craft carrier to the region 
despite Iraq’s decision to 
call off its threats. 


Netanyahu 
says Arafat 

TEL AVTV (R) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin Neta- 
nyahu. luming aside Arab 
charges of Israeli foot-drag- 
ging on Middle East peace, 
chided Egypt on Sunday for 
tying a planned regional eco- 
nomic summit lo further 
mos'es by the Jewish state. 

Mr. Netanyahu also blamed 
Palestinian leader for what be 
descrived as world terrorism. 

' Egypt, a key mediator in 
five years of Arab-lsraeli 
talks, has said there mu.st be 
tangible progress towards 
peace if ii is to go ahead with 
organising the conference set 
for Cairo in November. The 
meeting is meant to integrate 
Israel into the regional econo- 
my. 

"To threaten us. a.s pressure 
on US. to cancel tbe Cairo 
conference, is like a man who 
cuts off his nose in spit bis 
face. We are not seriously lis- 
tening to these things." Mr. 
Netanyahu told Israel radio in 
an interview marking the 
Jewish new year. 

Mr. Netanyahu said he 
doubted . Egypt would sus- 
pend the conference, saying 
the meeting was in Cairo's 
own interest. 

If Egypt “doesn't want to 
'hold the economic confer- 
ence. lei it not seek political 
excuse.^,’’ he sold. 

“i do not advise anyone in 
use inols like this against us. 

It will also be of nn help." 

In Cairo, diplomats said 


assails Egypt over peace process, 
helped develop ‘world terrorism’ 


three months of inaction by 
Mr. Netanyt^u’s government 
have prompted his Arab 
neighbours to consider a 
more robust approach 
tow'ords peace negotiations, 
including such steps as a boy- 
cott on multilaterti] talks witb 
tbe Jew ish state. 

Syria and its ally Lebanon 
hav'e been boycotting the 
multilateral talks on regional 
cooperation for years but 
countries like Egypt and 
Jordan have argu^ in the 
past that such talks help to 
convince Israel of their good 
intentions. Following his 
upset May election victory 
over Shimon Peres. Mr. 
Netanyahu aiar-med the Arab 
World by rejecting the princi- 
ple of trading occupied Arab 
land-for-pence, tbe founda- 
tion of previously-held U.S.- 
sponsored talks. 

Egypt in 1979 became the 
first Arab country to sign a 
formal peace treaty witb 
Israel. Then-Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin, a founder 
of Mr. Netanyahu’s Likud, 
departed from the party’s 
hardline ideology to approve 
the pact, which led to a foil 
pullout from all Egyptian 
land taken by Israel in the 
1967 Middle East war. 

Israeli media have said Mr. 
Netanyahu's defence estab- 
lishment has debated the sig- 
nificance of large-scale 
Egyptian army exercises held 
in recent days. 


“Vfe must srand determined 
here, follow with caution any 
movement of forces.’’ Mr. 
Netanyahu said, referring to 
the Egyptian exercises and to 
recent reports of Syrian troop 
movements. 

“We are certainly not sitting 
back carefive regarding cer- 
taiiT possibilities, but we are 
also making it clear to the 
other side that our direction is 
that of peace — meaning that 
there must be mutual com- 
promise and not one-sided 
surrender by Israel to the 
demands of the Arabs, which 
is whai we had with the pre- 
vious (Peres) government.’' 
Mr. Netanyahu said. 

The Israeli prime minister 
also held Mr. Arafat responsi- 
ble for the development of 
world lerrorism. 

"Arafat contributed greatly 
to tbe development of inter- 
national terrorism. He creat- 
ed new tactics, such as 
hijacking planes and blowing 
them up in midair,” Mr. 
Netanyahu said in an inter- 
view with Israeli Radio. 

Mr. Netanyahu admitted 
that since signing the 1993 
Oslo accords with Israel, the 
“PLO itself has moved away 
from terrorism.’’ 

But Mr. Arafat “has noi 
made the necessary efforts to 
put an end to organised ter- 
rorism by Palestinian funda- 
mentalists.” he said. 

The Israeli prime minister 
underlined his desire ro con- 


tinue the Middle p^e 
proems but called negotia- 
tions witb tbe Palestinians 
“the most difficult ffack." 

“We will begin negotiations 
on the readjustments" dem- 
anded by Israel in agree- 
ments for an Israeli army 
redeployment in tbe West 
Bank town of Hebron, 
already six months behind 
schedule, he said. 

“We must strengthen mea- 
sures which will allow the 
Jewish residents to live in 
security,” be said, referring to 
the 40() Jewish settlers living 
among 120.000 Palestinians 
in Hebron. Hebron is the last 
Palestinian town in the West 
Bank, except East Jerusalem, 
still under Israeli occupation. 

Mr. Netanyahu also repeat- 
ed that be would not follow 
the steps of former Mme 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin in 
accepting a complete Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights, occupied from Syria 
in 1967 and annexed in 1981. 

“We call for maintaining 
Israeli sovereignty over all 
the Golan. If we offer every- 
thing to the Syrians (like 
Rabin) they will think they 
can gain more,” be added. 

Asked if he believed Syrian 
Resident Hafez A1 Assad 
desired peace. Mr. Neta- 
nyahu said that if Mr. Assad 
resumed negotiations with 
Israel “that would mean he 
wants peace. That is the test 
he faces." 


CIA spent 
$100m in 
anti-Saddam 
campaign 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Washington - spent some 
$100 rnillion- on a covert 
campaign to topple Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein, 
but little came of it. accord- 
ing to a report Sunday. 

The Washington Post 
reported that dissident 
Kurds and other Iraqis went 
to a small compound of 
houses in the northern city 
of Salahuddin to get mil- 
lions of dollars in Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
funds. 

Tbe money went on light 
arms, ammunition, commu- 
nications equipment, prim- 
ing and broadcasting equip- 
ment and vehicles among 
other items, the paper said. 

After spending roughly 
$20 milUorr a year since the 
programme began with a 
secret order given by 
President George Bush in 
1991, the spy agency has lit- 
tle to show for tbe effon, tbe 
paper said, quoting 
unnamed administration, 
congressional and Iraqi dis- 
sident sources. 

“The predisposition of 
everybody- in policy on 
Cqtitol Hill is to throw 
money at these things,” 
without understanding how 
difficult they are, the paper 
quoted one government offi- 
cial as saying. 

Iraqi military action 
agmnst the • northern area 
two weeks ago shredded the 
effort, the paper said, adding 
that many ' members of a 
CIA supported umbreUa 
organisation in the Kurdish 
region had been killed, cap- ■ 
tured or surrounded by 
forces loyal to President 
Saddam. 


Palestinians protest 
Israeli ‘mistreatment’ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinians 
protested against Israeli 
officials for “mistreating” 
and setting up “barriers” to 
travel by Palestinian dep- 
uties and foreign diplomats, 
an official said Sunday. 

P^estinian Civil Affairs 
Minis ter Jamil A1 Tarifi told 
journalists he made the 
complaint in a letter sem 
Friday to Oren Shabor, his 
Israeli counterpart on the 
liaison committee. 

Mr. Tarifi said be (Htitest- 
ed tbe "mistreatmeDt by 
Israeli authorities against 
i^estinian deputies as they 
travel by car fix>m the West 
Bank to Gaza,” crosring 
Israel 

He also complained of 
“obstacles which Israel has 
posed to foreign and Arab 
diplomats and to transport 
of tiieii baggage” between 
foe Palestinian self-rule 
areas. Tsrael purposefully 
delays the gating of pas- 
sage for foreign' diplomara^ 
Mr. Tarifi said 

He also criticised Israeli 
bor^ officials at Rafah 
between Gaza and Egypt, 
saying Tsrael lately (ends 
more and more not to allow 
Palestinians to pass into 
Egypt.” 

“All this mistreatment 
constitutes a flagrant viola- 
tion of tbe intermediate 
autonomy accords,” he 
added 

A Palestinian official said 
on Sunday Israel had 
banned Palestinians fix>m 


using a new bypass road 
built in tbe West Bank. 

Mustafa A1 Natsbe, mayor 
of the West Bank city of 
Hebron, said IsFacU soldiers 
prevented him and other 
Palestinians from using a 
new road that li^ 
Jerusalem to Jewish settle- 
ments located between the 
Palestinian cities of 
Bethlehem and Hebron. 

Mr. Natsbe told Reuters 
be was turned back last 
week when he tried driving 
on the bypass road to 
Jerusalem. He said soldiers 
told him “only Jews use this 
road” 

Israel confiscated' vast 
tracts of Palestinian land to 
construct the bypass road 
that circumvents Hebron 
and Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO)-niled 
Bethlehem. 

Tt- is oppression and 
injustice when Israel confis- 
cates Palestinian land and 
builds on it settlements and 
- bypass Toads for Jews.” he 
said. 

‘This is a very, serious 
matter at a time when we 
should be having peace 
with Israel because it never 
happened in the history of 
occupation.” 

An Israeli army spokes- 
woman said in response 
that “tbe Palestinian popu- 
lation has available to it 
acceptable (alternative) 
roads with passage points, 
through which P^estmians 
with permits to enter Israel 
may pass.” 



Low turnout in Bekaa Valley 
voting; Hizbollah may suffer 


ZAHLE (Agencies) — 
Polls closed Sunday in the 
fifth and final round of 
month-long parliamentary 
elections In Lebanon's east- 
ern Bekaa Valley after only 
about 21 per cent of tbe reg- 
istered ^-oters bothered to 
turn out. 

The Interior Ministry said 
that only 21 per cent of tbe 
more than 400,0(X) voters in 
the area had gone to the polls 
one and a h^f hours before 
tbe voting ended at 5 p.m. 
(1400 GMT). 

The low turnout a^^eared 
to threaten the pro-Iranian 
Hizbollah with a new set- 
back in Lebanon's parlia- 
mentary election. 

The Bekaa was electing the 
last 23 members to the 128- 
member parliament after vot- 
ing in Mount Lebanon, the 
north, Beimt and the south 
on the past four Sundays. 

The Lebanese Association 
for tbe Democracy of 
Elections (LADE), an inde- 
pendent watchdog, reported 
thousands of irregularities in 
the poll. It reponed wide- 
spread abuses in the earlier 
rounds. ' 

A pro-government list 
including six ministers, sev- 
eral parliamentary deputies 
and candidates of Hiztollah 


and the secular Amal, 
Lebanon’s two main rival 
Shiite Muslim movements, 
was expected to win most of 
the seats. 

It was challenged by a 10- 
man leftist ticket headed by 
Communist Party leader 
Farouk Dhaiouje and a six- 
man list of ind^ndents. 

The low turnout appeared 
to threaten the chances of a 
Maronite Christian and a 
Sunni Muslim candidate that 
Hizbollah 

was backing on tbe list, 
observers said. 

Hizbollah lost two of Its 
eight parliamentary seats, in 
earlier rounds and losses by 
two supporters in the Bekaa 
would tw another damaging 
political blow. 

Hizbollab's Sunni support- 
er could lose because be was 
facing popular Sunni rivals 
on other lists, local observers 
i^d. 

Christians, who total over 
23* per cent of Bekaa voters, 
were either refusing to vote 
or were crossing Hizbollah 
and 'its supporters off their 
ballot papers. 

Rept^ers at polling sta- 
tions saw many people hold- 
ing ballot, papers with 
Hizbollah candidates crossed 
off. 


Iran, U.S. poised for court battle 


THE HAGUE (R)’ — Arch 
enemies Iran and the United 
States are squaring up for a 
battle at the Imemationa] 
Court of Justice this week 
over the destruction of three 
Iranian oil platforms by U.S. 
wars.hips almost 10 years ago. 

Iran has asked the U.N. 
court to rule that the attacks on 
the oil platforms in October 
1987 and April 1988 violated 
international law and that the 
U.S. should pay damages. But 
Washington will ask tbe 
judges to throw the case out. 
arguing that tbe strikes were a 
legitimate response to attacks 
on a U.S. frigate and an oil 
tanker sailing under the U.S. 
flag. 

Tbe disputed events date 
back to tbe final stages of the 
I980-S8 war between Iran and 
Iraq when the U.S. sent naval 
forces to the Gulf to protect 
international shipping. 

More recently the United 
Smtes has been waging an 
international campaign to iso- 
late Tehran for its alleged 
involvement in terrorist acts 
against the West. 

Iran strongly denies such 
cluuges and says Washington 
is bent on toppling its Islamic 
government. 

In August U.S. President 
Bill Clinton adopted a law 
which penalises companies 
investing more than $40 mil- 


lion a year in the oil and gas 
industries of Iran and Libya. 

Tehran accused Washington 
of behaving like a bully and 
European countries also criti- 
cised the unilateral U.S. move, 
saying it would unfairly 
penalise their oil companies. 

Iran promptly filed suits at 
tbe lran-U.S. claims tribunal 
in the Hague against the new 
law and the allocation of $20 
million in U.S. funds for 
covert politic^ action in Iran. 

Though based in tbe same 
city as tbe International Court 
of Justice, the claims tribunal 
has no links with it 

The court is a U.N. body 
created to settle disputes 
between all states according to 
imemotional law. while the 
tribunal arbitrates only on 
financial cl^ms between the 
U.S. andiraa 

Set up under the 1981. 
Algiers accords which freed 
52 Americans held hostage in 
Tehran, the tribunal’s main 
task is to settle claims arising 
from the severing of diplomat- 
ic relations in the afiermath of 
Iran’s Islamic revolution. 

Working behind closed 
doors, it has to date awarded 
some $2.1 billion to the U.S. 
and just over $1.0 billion to 
Iran, compensating U.S. oil 
companies whose assets were 
naiiunoHsed and releasing 
Iranian funds frozen in U.S. 


bank accounts. 

Despite tbe often hostile 
state of their bilateral rela- 
tions. Tehran and Washington 
showed in February that they 
can settle disputes without 
outside arbitration or adjudi- 
cation. • . 

Iran dropped a case at the 
Intemarionai Court of Justice 
ov« the shooting down in July 
1988 «rf an Iranian airliner 
after the U.S. agreed to pay up 
to $300,000 to families of 
each of the 248 Iranians on 
board who were kiUed. 

Washington said one of its 
warships had downed the 
Iranian Airbus after mistaking 
it for an attacking Iranion'war- 
plane, but Iran condemned it 
as a deliberate attack on a civil 
aircraft. 

Hearings in the oil platforms 
dispute will open on Monday 
with the U.S. arguing that Iran 
has failed to prove that there is 
a valid basisYor the U.N. coun 
to deal with the cose, 

T court has to be satisfied 
that its jurisdiction has been 
properly established before it 
can proceed with a case. 

Iran argues that this condi- 
tion is satisfied by the 19^5 
Treaty of Amity between the 
two countries which states 
that disputes relating to the 
treaty are to be referred to the 
court, 


Many Singaporean 
students don’t know 
who is premier 

SINGAPORE ■ (AFP) ^ 
Neariy half of Sing^Xffe’s 
grade six students, mostly 12 
year-olds, do not know who 
their prime minister is, 
according to tbe results of an. 
Education Ministiy surv^ 
publisfaed Sunday. Only si 
per cent of the studrats sur- 
veyed identified Goh Cbok 
Tong as tbe island’s pemier, 
said tbe surv^. adding dia: 
many pupfls were unable to 
give the title of the nationa l 
antbem — Majulah 
Singapura — or misspelt it. 
The minisny quizzed 2,525 
primary and secondary 
school as well as junior col- 
lege and polytechnic students 
for tbe survey conducted afier 
a newsp^ier street poll found 
younger Singaporeans were 
largely ignorant, .of. tbe city- 
state’s history. Many I^ 
unanswered a question oa 
why a state of emergency was 
declared in Singapore frcHn 
1948 to 1960, and a few 
thought it was imposed as a 
result of a water shortage, tbe 
survey said. Tbe emergency 
was called to fight 
Communis subversion and 
insurgency. Prime Minister 
Goh said in a speech earlier 
this month that Singaporean - 
youth did not know enough 
of the island's recent histt^, 
including facts surrounding 
its separation from Malaysia 
in 1965 following a dispute 
over racial rights. 

China population < 
hit 1.2112 billion 
at end of 1995 

BELTING (R) — - China’s 
population hit 1.2112 billion 
at tbe end of 1995 and could 
jump to 13 billion at the end 
of the century if families defy 
a strict one-couple, one-child 
family planning policy, offi- 
dals said Friday. The number 
of Chinese could top 13 bil- 
lioD if the total fertility rate, 
or the average numbea' of 
children borne by each 
woman in her lifetime, 
reached 23 in the five years 
from 1996 to 2000, an official 
of the Population Statistics 
Department said by tele- 
pbone.The current total fertil- 
ity rate was about 2.0 and if it 
remained at that level, 'j 
China’s population would hit 
1.279 billion in 2000, tbe 
official' said. China limits 
couples to one child, and 
while this policy is strictly 
enforced in cities it is Qouted 
wi± greater frequency in 
rural areas where increasing- 
ly well-off formers brave tbe 
inevitable fines to boost their 
families. China had hoped to 
keep its population below 13 
billion until 2000 but aban- 
doned that target aftCT people 
exceeded that numto in 
February 1995. It then set tbe 
new end-of-century target at 
1.3 billion. China bad 131 12 
billion people at tbe end of ' 
1995, the official said. 

^Britons work 
longest hours 
in Europe’ 

STOCKHOLM (R) — 

Britons work the longest 
hours in Europe, according to ^ 
a study by Sweden’s central ^ 
statistics bureau. Statistics 
Sweden said Britons on aver- 
age worked 43.8 hours a 
week is 1995, excludmg 
overtime. Portugal sec- 
ond in the list working an 
average 41.9 hours a week, 
said the report published in 
Swedish newspaper Dageos 
Nybeter. Swedes were third, 
working 40.7 houre which 
the study said added up 'to 
two and a half weeks a year 
more than 10 years ago. 
Greece was fourth wth 40.8 
hours but this included over- 
time while the other countries 
surveyed involved only basic 
hours. Spaniards worked 40.6 
hours, the Irish and French 
40. 1 hours, and Gennaas 
39.9 hours. Ninth was 
Uuxembouig witb 39.8 hours, 
the Netherlands notched up 
39.6 hours. Denmark ’393 
hours, Norway 38.8 houts,*^ 
Italy 38.6 hours, and Rnland ’ 
38.4 hours. Belgians came 
last, workiDg on average 38.4 
hours a week. The report is to 
be officially released later 
this month. 
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